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INTRODUCTION
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Honouring fathers is a book that highlights the relationship between the father and the son. This relationship is vital since just as the father needs the son so does the son need the father. 

This implies that the father cannot accomplish what he has been called to do without the son’s input. 

The son is meant to be the heir of their father’s inheritance. This is why;

1. Papa Abraham wanted to adopt Eleazar his faithful servant as his next of kin. 

2. Prophet Malachi said the hearts of the fathers will have to be returned to their sons and the hearts of the sons to be returned to their fathers lest the earth be cursed with a curse.

This means a broken relationship between a father and a son can attract a curse from the Lord upon the land.


“Behold, I will send Elijah the prophet, before the oming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.

And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse” Malachi 4:5-6



Now we understand from the above scripture that John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah to fulfill Malachi’s prophecy. Mathew 11:14 confirms that there were similarities between John the Baptist’s ministry and Prophet Elijah’s ministry. His appearance, his way of dressing, his food and his confrontation with kings etc. were a few of the similarities evident in Elijah’s life

The spirit of Elijah was to bring reconciliation between the hearts of the father and the heart of the sons, failure to which the earth would be cursed. 

The restoration of fatherhood in the church today is vital to the fulfilment of God’s purpose on earth. This is why it must be treated with utmost care and urgency. 

The purpose of this book is to bring awareness of the roles of the father and the son and to show the importance of the father-son relationship that brings healing upon the land.
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CHAPTER 1
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DEFINING A SPIRITUAL FATHER

A spiritual father is a figure or personality whose life and ministry played a primary role in raising an individual from the mire of immaturity to a proper level of growth and order. 

A spiritual father can also be an individual who found you in a spiritual mess, picked you up as defined in Ezekiel 16 and in Galatians 4:19, took you into his ‘house’ as dirty as you were, unlovable as you were and nurtured you. He may not necessarily be the one who led you to Christ (birthed you into the kingdom) but he is the one who rescued you from the doorsteps of your abandonment and received you as his own, mentored you, gave you a name, and made you his son irrespective of how you were ‘born’. 

The scripture below shows us the relationship between the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father bears witness about the sons and testifies of their ministry.


“But when the helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. John 15:26.

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.(Romans 8:16)



It is important that we develop a very strong virtue of hearing the voice of Holy Spirit if we are going to be effective in our ministries. It is entirely the Holy Spirit that leads us to our Spiritual fathers, helping us to locate them, not by natural means that may include but not limited to material achievements or one’s eloquence. 

It is important to note that one cannot be a good father if he has not been fathered by a good father himself. 

He must develop a very strong relationship and bonding ties with a good earthly father who should mentor him to be a good father. At the same time, he must have integrity in the word and doctrine. One cannot qualify to become a father unless he himself is qualified to be a son just like our Lord Jesus was. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder: And His name will be called’ Wonderful, counsellor, mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of peace. Isaiah 9:6 

From the above scripture, prophet Isaiah explains the stages through which our Lord Jesus went through to become a father. 

Before he could become a father, He was a child, graduated to a beloved son and after which He became an everlasting Father. This means as a child He depended on his earthly parents for caring, as a son He learned to be obedient to both his heavenly father and earthly parents then He became a father.

Fathers are those who have the heart of God for the church, who live not for their own interests, gains and purpose, but those whose priority is that God’s people might be fully blessed through them. 

God entered into a special agreement with the fathers of Israel through whom He promised to do certain things for their descendants (sons). The basis of all this was that what God would do for Israel originated from this covenant with their fathers. That is why on the eve of Israelites inheriting the land of Canaan, Moses had to remind the descendants (sons) the sole reason why God had delivered them from Egypt and gave them the beautiful land.


And because He loved your fathers, therefore, He chose their descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His presence, with His mighty power, driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you. Therefore, know this day, and consider it in your heart, that Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. You shall therefore keep His commandments which I command you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which the Lord your God is giving you all the time. Deut. 4:37-40



Israelites’ present blessings began with the fact that God loved their fathers! The chain of God’s incredible purpose for Israel begins with his love for the fathers (Abraham, Isaac & Jacob).

It is also important to note that fatherhood has its origin in God; the scriptures reveal that He is the ‘ground from which it springs’. When we think of God we are coming face to face with fatherhood at its source. 

Every house requires a father; a responsible man of stability and stature. 

The early church history has both its apostolic fathers – those who are thought to have known the apostles of Christ and its early church fathers, significant Christian leaders of the second, third and fourth centuries. 

In today’s western culture such expressions as father of the house, founding fathers, and father figures are commonly misused. 

When people look at ‘sons’, no matter what the sons are doing positive or negative, the very first question that comes to their mind is; “But who is his Father?. We can see what is being done, whether the works are bad or good, but who is their father?  

Then a man from there answered and said, “But who is their father?” 1Samuel 10:12

So the king said, “Inquire whose son this young man is.” 1 Samuel 17:56

People will not be impressed by the manifestations of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, without considering your spiritual lineage. This is why even after Saul had prophesied, instead of the people being mesmerized by the spiritual utterance, they demanded to know who had fathered him. Of course someone would argue and say that the kind of father that was being demanded for was a natural one but I do not want you to forget that all truth is parallel and so in as much as they demanded for a natural father so will the people demand to know who fathered you in the things of God.

A spiritual-fatherless generation is coming to an end; God is going to re-direct this generation back to His original design and pattern where the son will honour his father and the spirit of the father will return to their sons.  


A son honoureth His father and a servant his Master.  Malachi 1:6  



Honouring fathers prolongs the son’s life, brings promotion, joy and success. The reason most ministries and ministers are not able to stand the testing of time is because they were not fathered and because of the lack of fathering, there is no blessing, no promotion and consequently no ‘long life’. 

The ministries have not been spared either as they are supposed to be according to Malachi 3:17 because of the absence of spiritual fathers.


“They shall be mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “on the day I shall make them my jewels. And I will spare them, as a man spares his own son who serves him.” Malachi 3:17



Fathers should be in a position not only to give instructions to the sons, but also to interpret events and align them with the word of the Father just like Eli did to Samuel. 

Samuel had no capacity to distinguish between the voice of an earthly father and heavenly father, so he runs to an earthly father for inquiry. Thank God that Eli could discern the voice of the heavenly Father after which he instructed Samuel on how to respond when hearing the call again; “when you hear the voice again please say, ‘Speak Lord your servant is listening’ 

Eli instructed Samuel on how to receive revelation, modelling and mentoring him on the importance of sensitivity to the voice of the heavenly Father and how to respond. 

Until we come to the point of knowing how our heavenly Father speaks, and fully recognize His voice when He speaks, it remains difficult to embark on pursuing our earthly spiritual fathers. If you do not recognize the pattern through which He speaks, then you are likely not to know your spiritual father’s voice.  

Jesus said, “My sheep know my voice....” John 10:4

“Fathers are not boys! They mature mentors, builders and they preserve secrets of life. They don’t kill nor compete but they complement. They cannot be intimidated by the rising of their young ones; instead they encourage and cheer them up”  
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CHAPTER 2
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THE SPIRITUAL FATHER’S MANDATE

The foundation of our society lies solely on the foundation that fathers have laid for the sons. 

When sons miss an opportunity for some virtues to be planted in them by the fathers, we miss a generation that is upright since a father is a very important figure that shapes the destiny of an individual, a family, a clan, a tribe a society or a nation. This means that it is how sons are aligned to get what the father bears that determine the wellness of such societies. 

Histories are built by families, clans and churches even the nations based on the foundation of what the fathers laid in their sons and how the sons positioned themselves to get the fathers blessings. 

Fathers expect sons to be good men as they are meant to be and so they are midwives of the future potential leaders. 

Leaders and productive people in our society are a product of proper fathering. Likewise any bastard is a product of a mediocre fathering journey. 

The greatest gift that a son can ever receive from his father is earning trust from the father; a father believing in the son so as a son always use any moment of trust by the father with a lot of honour and respect.  

Strong and courageous sons are always backed by the assurance of their father. The influences of the “big man” (the father) always makes the “small boy” (the sons) to become big men in waiting. Thus fatherhood is passing over the baton to the forthcoming generation who are to maintain or ensure continuity of the dreams of their father.

Problems arise when the receiver of the baton is still hanging in childishness. 

When sons are still babies they are taken care of by their mothers. In the subsequent stages, the father takes over as generation passage is his duty. 

Sonship is a preparation ground for initiation into fatherhood and the father’s commitment is a perfect responsibility to be imitated by the son. 

Fathers work behind the scenes to present to the world the gift of such generations; they are appointees of God to grow us, nurture us and make us the next “big thing” in the society as accomplished sons whose authority has their father’s honour, lifestyle and advice as the set up to being who the father has designed them to become. 

Since fathers in most societies are deemed as being second to God, they sacrifice a lot for their sons: they sacrifice time, forfeit their rights for their betterment and sons should not take for granted their fathers sacrifices for them. 

This is why it is important to note that Fathers are priceless and fatherhood is a duty. 

There may be many Dads (instructors) around us but there is only one father as stated in 1 Corinthians 4:15. Fathers revitalize hope in sons. Father’s greatness is a daily routine just to bring the end results that matter - a son of honour. 
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