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Matt Owens Rees has asserted his right under the Copyright Design and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.


If you enjoyed this book, please encourage your friends to purchase and download their own copy and take a look at its companion volumes: Thailand Take Two, A Thailand Diary, The Thai Way of Meekness, Escape to Thailand, The Death of a Thai Godfather, and his latest, A Welsh Godfather.



A Welsh Godfather is a true account of recollections which Matt and his friend Johnny Illsley had of Johnny’s grandfather when they were both in primary school. They were both around 10 years old at the time. Only much later when they were both in their late forties and Johnny’s parents had died were Matt and Johnny aware that Johnny’s grand-dad was in fact a Welsh Godfather.



Giving a review and posting online would be appreciated. I would love to know what you think. You can reach me at brigydon1@outlook.com , my Facebook page is Matt Owens Rees and my Twitter handle is @MattOwensRees. Constructive comments are welcome. It helps me provide a tailored reader experience for all booklovers.



Thanks for taking the time to look at A New Life in Thailand. Please accept my gratitude for your support. 



My books are available from all good book stores and on line. For your convenience, clicking the link below in your web browser will take you to my Books2Read author page where you can browse and order any of my books from the book retailer of your choice. 

https://www.Books2Read.com/MattOwensRees

This teaser only includes the first two chapters of “Escape to Thailand” and the early part of chapter three. 

There are many twists and turns in this true account of Derek’s life in the Land of Smiles over the first ten years of his life here. The complete book of 13 chapters takes you through what went right for him and what went wrong. We see his frustrations as well as what he like about living in Thailand. Some of the narrative is in his own words. We also become aware of what his friends thought of how he was coping with living in Thailand. I expect there will be surprises for some readers.
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Introduction

Names have been changed but A New Life in Thailand is a true biographical account of an English expat’s experiences, frustrations, and hopes on moving permanently to Thailand. It is written by Matt Owens Rees from interviews and from references to Derek’s diaries, and is from his perspective. Some expats may relate similar experiences; others may have widely different observations on their life here. Try to put yourself in Derek’s shoes and ask yourself if you would have done anything differently.

Following a bitter divorce and a forced early retirement from his job in a bank, Derek struggles with making the final decision to leave England for good and settle for the rest of his life in Thailand. We begin to understand the turmoil going on in his head when he realises what he is leaving behind in the land of his birth. We see from his questioning that he is still unsure whether he is doing the right thing or not.

He explains how he felt about some of the cultural differences that awaited him and how he coped with them. He compares them with the very different experiences that some of his expat friends encountered. Culture shock is not the same for everyone. We see him getting to grips with his new life but is he really settled here? Are there going to be some unpleasant surprises in store for him? Who is wearing the trousers? He or the Thai lady he was meeting.

Was he seeing only the acceptable parts of Thai life? A New Life in Thailand is a teaser for the full book Escape to Thailand is not judgmental. It leaves the reader to consider and try to understand the way events were unfolding. The problems of Thai and western relationships, even if they seem to be surmountable in the short term, are brought out in Derek’s true account of his early days in Thailand.

With many glimpses into the lives of ordinary Thais, the biography becomes a “fly on the wall” experience for the reader. Seeing what the average tourist or visitor rarely sees.

Chapter 1. We Are Airborne

An inner voice was telling me. “Get off this plane now.”  But it was too late. Thai Airways Flight TG 911 was preparing for take-off. Rather an unfortunate flight number given the events in America in 2001. The 747 jumbo let loose the power of its four engines with a roar. With the brakes released, all 340 or so passengers, including me, were forced back into their seats as we gathered speed down runway 2 at London’s Heathrow Airport and started the ascent into the mid-morning sky. 

I was embarking on a 6000 mile trip for a blind date with a young woman, much younger than I was, that I had met on an internet-dating site. She had invited me over to Thailand on two previous occasions. I declined them all. This time, for reasons I was still uncertain of, I had decided to take up her offer. But was I thinking straight?

Three years later, I had learned that it was Toy’s daughter, Kanya, who had encouraged her mother to “find a new husband for yourself and a father for me. Let’s be a family together again.” Sitting in my seat now, I was, of course, unaware of that. 
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