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The first book in the Write your Novel or Memoir Series gave detail of how to set about writing your outline. In this third book I will go into more detail. In particular, more will be said about The Outline and why it is important for you to use one, and I will also provide a range of methods and some templates.

In book 1 — I took readers quickly through the process of beginning to write a book. It stressed that it was vital to begin with writing an Outline. I have done a great deal of research into the subject for my classes over the last couple of years. Readers of this book will benefit from that research. Much of what I have learned has come from the generosity of a number of authors who freely contribute a wealth of knowledge and experience on the Internet.

I hope readers will read carefully what professional authors say and take their advice—at least for first books. It is important that we all find our own way of working and our own style of writing, but these things develop over time, and at first, a new writer’s life will be made much easier with the use of an Outline.

The Outline systems and theories contained herein are all good. Chapter 7 contains a template which students have found most useful. They call it invaluable.
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CHAPTER 1 —WHY START WITH AN OUTLINE?
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Many writers starting out on their first book are put off by the idea of writing an outline first. Indeed they object to anything at all that isn’t actually writing the book. Most understand that they will be writing a draft at first and that this draft will then be polished into something suitable for publication. So, they say, I have my story idea, why can’t I just start on the first draft? Why can’t I just write “Chapter 1” at the top of the page and just start?
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