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    To every person who has ever brought me joy in my life, thank you so much! And to everyone reading? Don't forget to thank all of the people in your life who have given you joy, too. 
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Borrowed Homes
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In foreign rooms where others rest their dreams, 

I walk with careful steps on unknown floors. 

The light through unfamiliar windows gleams, 

Illuminating someone else's shores. 

A bookshelf tells the stories they have loved, 

The kitchen spices speak of tastes preferred. 

Each photograph and trinket, gently moved, 

Reveals a life in objects undeterred. 

The mattress holds the shape of different sleep, 

The shower's temperature a mystery. 

The coffee mugs in cabinets so deep, 

Each borrowed home, a living history. 

I trace my fingers over countertops, 

Where others' morning rituals took place. 

The rhythm of the ceiling fan that stops 

And starts again in unfamiliar grace. 

How strange to slip into another's space, 

To wear their shelter as a borrowed coat 

To feel connection in this brief embrace, 

As if our separate lives somehow denote 

A larger dwelling where we all reside, 

Though rooms apart, the walls are shared between. 

The joy of knowing, as the days subside, 

We're never truly strangers, though unseen. 

The kettle whistles in a different tone, 

The floorboards creak in places I won't learn 

And yet, within this space that's not my own, 

I find belonging in each brief sojourn. 
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Borrowed Senses
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I watch my hound with nostrils flared and wide, 

A universe of scents I cannot know. 

The histories of strangers cached inside 

Each blade of grass where morning breezes blow. 

What wonders must unfold within his mind, 

As layers of the world reveal their truths. 

A thousand stories humans leave behind, 

Invisible to me, yet clear as proofs. 

A child beholds the ordinary sky, 

And gasps at clouds that adults fail to see. 

Their wonder lends my weathered, jaded eye 

A glimpse of what magnificence could be. 

The painter sees in hues I cannot name, 

Perceiving subtle tints beyond my reach. 

When standing near, I almost feel the same, 

As if their vision temporarily could teach 

My senses how to break their dull constraints, 

To borrow for a moment what they know. 

The musician hears what reason taints, 

The harmonies that through the silence grow. 

How sweet to stand beside the one who finds 

The beauty in what I had deemed mundane. 

Their perception briefly realigns 

My dulled awareness, makes it sharp again. 

We are not trapped within our own design, 

When empathy allows us to transcend. 

The barriers that normally confine 

Our senses to the paths that habit lends. 

To see the world through eyes not ours, to hear 

With ears attuned to different frequencies. 

This is the joy of living close and near 

To those whose gifts expand our boundaries. 
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Accidental Discoveries
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In laboratories of intention, plans go astray, 

As chemicals fuse in patterns unforeseen. 

The scientist's frustration melts away, 

When failure births a miracle between.

What sought-for answers vanish in the night, 
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