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Preface

     As the summer heat builds, Carol just wants to get away. She reaches out to her lover for ideas and he surprises her with a spur of the moment mystery trip. Looking to give Carol a new experience, Lee is in for some surprises of his own during this lifestyle changing adventure. Join these lovers as they venture into changing their way of thinking and grow as a couple.


Chapter 1

Mystery Trip

The sound of air conditioners echoed through her neighborhood as the summer grew hotter. Simple breathing was turning into a workout as she walked to the mailbox. Her clothes clung to her sweat-drenched body, causing a chill to encompass her body as she stepped back into the air conditioning. Carol craved to get away to some place a little more temperate and bearable. Everyone she knew was heading to the beach. The thoughts of a crowded place made her cringe, and her lover was not a huge fan of the beach either. Although Lee had admitted he loved bikini season. Despite loving the view, he was not one to sit still for very long. He was a bit more tolerable of the seasonal conditions, but this heat had to be weighing on him. She loved the view when she watched him work, and that was usually topless. He didn’t have rippling muscles, but he did have tone and well-placed artwork. She didn’t know the answer for an escape. All day, she pondered this question. She hoped Lee would have an answer. He seemed to always have ideas, but he was working. All she could seem to come up with was the beach or a swimming pool. Every idea seemed like it would be overcrowded. He disliked all the noise and various smells of any crowded places. Her brain was just stuck. By late afternoon, she couldn't think about it anymore. Carol took a chance and gave him a call. To her surprise, he answered right away. It was as if he had been waiting in anticipation. Just the sound of his voice sent a wave of comfort and desire over her entire body. After complaining to him about the heat and her discomfort, she felt a little better and suggested they should get away. Knowing he would have a solution or two, she inquired about possibilities. Without hesitation, he had a reply that was too simple. "OK, be ready early. I'll text a short packing list," was all he said.

	Carol’s call was the one he had been waiting for all day. He was always glad to hear her voice and couldn’t wait to spend more time with her. He knew that things had been mundane for them for way too long. Camping was the answer. He knew that she had never been camping. Doing a quick search, Lee looked for a remote campsite in the mountains. Nothing close to other campers, on a river or lake, would be ideal. The thought of spending a few days with her made him feel as giddy as a schoolboy. She needed to enjoy this. On the way home, he stopped for supplies. Joe's Sporting Goods was his go-to place. While browsing the shelves for needed items, he tried to recall what he already had. His concentration was disrupted by a voice he hadn't heard in a long time. Looking up, there before him was the shop's proprietor, Joe. Lee hadn't seen him in years. Joe had retired and left the store in the hands of his son-in-law. "I thought you were retired?" Lee exclaimed. "I am just minding the store while the kids take a little vacation." They took a few minutes to catch up over a beer. Joe always had some cold ones in the back. Joe smirked and said, "Retirement has truly been a different adventure than I ever thought it would be." He continued to tell Lee they had been traveling around in an RV. Joe mentioned a few places they had been, but it seemed to Lee that Joe was talking in some weird code. Lee wasn't quite sure what that was all about. Maybe it was just old age or something. Joe seemed happy, and that was all that mattered. Lee filled him in about Carol and how much he enjoyed being around her. He then told him about the camping trip he had planned. When he mentioned where the site was, Joe seemed to get really interested. Joe got one of those mysterious grins on his face, and with a chuckle, said, "Wait until you get to the general store a few miles before your turn off. Make sure you stop there to get those last-minute items." Seeming as though he was trying not to laugh, he blurted, "They have quite the selection!" He got up and walked away for a minute to reclaim his composure. Upon returning, he apologized, said it was an inside joke between him and his wife, and assured Lee that it was a good place to stop. Having finished their drinks, as they got up from the table, Joe paused for a moment, and with a kind, serious voice, looking Lee straight in the eye, He said, "Son, the best advice I got for you is to just roll with it." He took a few steps and, without turning back, said, "Oh, and get some new gear, I bet you're still using the shit I sold you over ten years ago!" Lee shook his head, thought about it for a minute, headed to get a cart, and said, "Damn, he's right."
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