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Introduction: Meeting the King
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Welcome. You are about to begin a journey through the first book of the New Testament, the Gospel of Matthew. 

Whether you are completely new to the Bible, returning to it after a long time, or looking to understand it more deeply, this companion to the Gospel of Matthew is designed to help you encounter Jesus Christ in a fresh and personal way.

Before we dive into Day 1, it’s helpful to know what you’re about to read. Think of this introduction as a roadmap. 

It will tell you who wrote this book, why they wrote it, what to expect, and how to get the most out of your 28 days.
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Who Wrote This Book?

[image: ]




Tradition tells us this Gospel was written by a man named Matthew, also known as Levi. Before he followed Jesus, Matthew was a tax collector. In the first century, tax collectors were despised by their fellow Jews. They worked for the Roman Empire, the occupying force, and they were known for cheating people out of their money. They were seen as traitors and sinners.

But Jesus looked at Matthew—a man sitting at his tax booth, likely hated by his community—and said two simple words: “Follow me.” (Matthew 9:9). Matthew got up and left everything.

This is crucial to remember as you read. The man writing this account knew what it was like to be an outsider, to be despised, and to be radically transformed by the grace of Jesus. 

He wrote from a place of deep gratitude.
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Who Was Matthew Writing To?
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Matthew wrote primarily to a Jewish audience—people who knew the Old Testament Scriptures, who were waiting for the promised Messiah, and who were familiar with the traditions and laws of Israel.

Because of this, Matthew constantly connects Jesus to the Old Testament. You will see phrases like “this was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet” over and over again. He is making a case: Jesus is not a random teacher. He is the promised King, the descendant of Abraham and David, the One the entire Old Testament was pointing toward.

But while Matthew writes to a Jewish audience, his message is for everyone. He shows that Jesus came first to the Jews, but ultimately His kingdom is open to all people—Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, saints and sinners—who come to Him in faith.
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What Makes Matthew Unique?
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Matthew is structured unlike any other Gospel. It’s organized like a carefully crafted book, with five major teaching sections (think of them as “blocks” of Jesus’ instruction) woven into the story of His life. Some scholars see this as Matthew presenting Jesus as a new Moses—the great Teacher and Lawgiver—but One who is far greater.

Here is the big picture of Matthew’s message:


1.  Jesus is the Messiah, the King. From the very first verse, Matthew announces Jesus as the son of David, the rightful heir to the throne. But Jesus is not the kind of king people expected. He doesn’t arrive with an army; He arrives with a message of repentance, mercy, and a kingdom that turns the world’s values upside down.
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