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Why did I write this book? It is my sincere desire and prayer that it will accomplish one of two things for each of my readers. First, for all readers who are certain they are members of the kingdom of heaven, my desire is that this book will instill a deeper appreciation for both the kingdom of heaven and the Church they are an important part of—so important that Christ died for each of them individually. Secondly, for all other readers, my sincere prayer is that it will cause them to make a decision to become a part of His true Church—and that there be no delay! It may very soon be too late!

Another key purpose in writing is to demystify a passage which I believe is often misinterpreted. The goal is to bring joy and comprehension to the reader and ultimately glory to our Creator.

This book is written in short chapters. Slightly longer chapters are sub-divided. The result is a book easily used by individuals who are on-the-go. It could even be used as a devotional.
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On occasion I have been asked if it is correct to seek meaning in the metaphors and similes in the Bible. First, I would reply that Christ used extensive use of parables and analogies in His teaching, many of which were related to ordinary physical objects. It is clearly stated in Scripture that Christ used such imageries to hide the meaning from some while allowing enlightenment to others. 

I like the way A.W. Tozer put it in his work entitled Why People Find the Bible Difficult: “Not only does God address His words of truth to those who are able to receive them, He actually conceals their meaning from those who are not. The preacher uses stories to make truth clear; our Lord often used them to obscure it. The parables of Christ are the opposite of the modern ‘illustration,’ which is meant to give light; the parables were ‘dark sayings’ and Christ asserted that He sometimes used them so that His disciples could understand and His enemies could not.” This is made clear in Matthew 13:10-17. 

For example, Jesus Christ used the image of the finest pearl. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when He had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that He had, and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45-46 kjv, emphasis added.)

This book could easily be considered two separate books in one. Part One is a commentary on the thirteenth chapter of Matthew with emphasis on verses forty-five and forty-six where Jesus Christ gives the parable of the pearl of great price. It includes a brief evaluation of the common interpretations of the parable. Part Two presents amazing analogies which the symbol of the pearl provides to His listeners and to the modern reader.

Have you ever wondered as you read this passage why Christ spoke of a “pearl” of great price? Why didn’t He say, “A miner went down and discovered a diamond of tremendous value?” We think of diamonds as very valuable. Why not a diamond? Why not a sapphire, or a ruby? I believe that our Lord chose His words very carefully and precisely when He said, “a pearl of great price,” that is one pearl that stood out above all others and one which was of tremendous value!

From today’s perspective, many fascinating analogies are contained within the parable of the pearl of great price.
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The concept of the Church of Jesus Christ has more than one meaning and has been confusing to many, including some Christians who rightly believe they are a part of the Church. In this book when the Church is mentioned, it usually refers to the Church universal—all believers who are part of the true Church of Jesus Christ. This one and only true Church is composed of all true Christians from the time the Church was formed until the time the Church is finally complete. For clarity the word Church is capitalized when referring to the Church universal.

When considering the concept of the universal Church, there are three important times to keep in mind. First, the point when the Church came into being—Christ’s ascension to heaven at Pentecost. Second, the process of Church growth between its start and its completion—including the present day. Third, that future time when the Church is complete—when Christ returns to earth in His Second Coming.

Some have suggested that the Church became necessary when God’s original plan got fouled up in the Garden of Eden. But it is essential to recognize that the Church is not a change of plan on God’s part (as if God decided things were not working out as He originally planned). We know from Scripture that the Cross, the provision for Old Testament believers and the New Testament Church, was in the mind of God from before the beginning of time.

Consider an interesting passage of Scripture rarely looked at when considering the kingdom of heaven or the Church. I am referring to the concept of the first and Last Adams. In Romans 5:19 we read, “For just as through the disobedience of the one man [the first Adam] the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the One Man [Christ—the Last Adam] the many will be made righteous.” (Other passages about the first and Last Adams include Romans 5:12-21, 6:2-6; Galatians 2:20, 6:14; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Colossians 3:3; Ephesians 2:1-3; 2 Peter 1:4; Romans 8:8-9.)

Most evangelical Biblical scholars agree that the first Adam was the fallen Adam of the Garden of Eden and the Last Adam is none other than Jesus Christ our Lord. Consider some thoughts regarding the two Adams—both similarities and contrasts. 
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