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​Introduction


The promise of the Father was the fulfillment
of God’s prophecy through Joel. One result of the Spirit’s coming
would be prophetic revelation and the manifestation of dreams and
visions. We discover from Paul’s discussions of the gifts in I
Corinthian 12 that the Spirit is responsible for the dispersion of
the gifts. In the Abundant Truth Spiritual Gifts Series, we will
examine the gifts of the Spirit and their operations in the New
Testament Church.

In this publication:

In this book, we will discuss the fulfillment
of Joe’s prophecy at the Spirit’s outpouring on Pentecost. Since
that day, the ministry of the Holy Spirit is the prominent feature
of the New Testament church. In the pages of this book, the
dynamics of the promise of the Father; that is, the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues will be explored.



​Chapter 1 - The Promise of the Father







In the beginning, God created the cosmos and
all the elements contained therein. He spoke the word and by His
power everything came into existence. The Book of Genesis reveals
the agent of God’s power, the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was
given regard in the first verses of the scriptures along with God.
This reveals the importance of His work in God’s eternal purposes.
He is highlighted at the inauguration to demonstrate that He will
always have a role in the affairs of men.

The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

After sin entered into the world, the Spirit
of God was still “moving upon the faces of the deep” which resided
in the hearts of men. Hence, men were still aware of God and His
righteous standards for His creation. Therefore, when God warns
Noah of the coming judgment, He says that His Spirit will not
always strive with men.

And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be
an hundred and twenty years. (Genesis 6:3 KJV)

God did not say that “He” would not strive
with men, but His Spirit’s struggle will not continue with
humankind. Jesus articulated what the “striving” of the Spirit
consisted of.

And when he is come, he will reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: (John 16:8
KJV)

The Holy Spirit was always present given men
an inner conviction and awareness of sin and the existence of God.
This is the primary work of the Spirit. Aside from this, the Holy
Spirt gave revelation, endowed men with power, and confirmed God’s
approval upon those whom He called.

Since all men were born sinners through the
sin of Adam, there was need to bridge the gap in true fellowship
and communion with God. This would be done by the working of the
Holy Spirit in men’s lives. Since the Holy Spirit was named at
Creation, His role became to become a helper to the humans that
were created.

After the mention of the Spirit of God in
Genesis 6, the next time His working is mentioned is by pharaoh
concerning Joseph. After Joseph interpreted the dreams and offered
him wise counsel as to what to do. Pharaoh commissions Joseph to
oversee what needed to be done in response to the dream.

And the thing was good in the eyes of
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh said unto
his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the
Spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God
hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as
thou art: (Genesis 41:37–39 KJV Bold mine)

It is interesting to note
that pharaoh used the same expression that the Hebrews used to
identify God. He proclaimed that the wisdom and revelation of
Joseph came from the Spirit of God. He used the same word for God
that the Israelites used (Hebrew אֱלֹהִיםH430 elohiym). The
term “elohim’” is used to describe God as the Supreme
God.

Pharaoh asserted that the Spirit of the
“Supreme” God resided in the man. From the biblical record, the
progression of the Holy Spirit’s work is already seen from just
outward miraculous works (i.e. creation) to operating in the life
of His servants.

After His expressed identification in the
events of Joseph’s life, the expression “Spirit of God” is used by
God to assure Moses of His choices of the head workman to construct
the tabernacle.

See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: And I have filled
him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, To devise cunning
works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass. (Exodus
31:2–4KJV Bold mine)
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