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Originally presented as part of my Master's thesis at the University of Pisa, where it received full marks.

Front cover image: reconstuction of Agrippa I from his "best" coin, courtesy of the Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

      

    



  	
        
            
             

 

"The more corrupt the state, the more numerous the laws." — Tacitus

 

"If you must break the law, do it to seize power: in all other cases observe it." — Julius Caesar

 

"They have plundered the world, stripping naked the land in their hunger… They ravage, they slaughter, they seize by false pretenses, and all of this they hail as the construction of empire. And when in their wake nothing remains but a desolation, they call that peace." — Tacitus
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THESIS DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
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This thesis has examined some of the archaeological and material evidence which supports and throws light on aspects of the life of Agrippa I as revealed in the historical sources, including any indications for problems which might provide non-natural reasons for the shortness of his reign.  This has begun with an examination as a point of reference of the material remains for building projects in Judaea, and neighbouring Berytus/Baalbek, attributed to Herod I (the Great), his grandfather.  Herod I ruled a kingdom roughly similar in size and territory to that of Agrippa I, and it was hoped that this investigation might reveal Herod’s cultural identify and focus and how these might differ from Agrippa I’s own approach.  The shortness of Agrippa’s reign and limitations on archaeological work in parts of Palestine, Syria and Lebanon have restricted the amount of material information on Agrippa, but information has been uncovered, including from new excavations.

Herod I, a friend of Augustus and M. Vipsanius Agrippa and apparently a visionary like them, helped Rome to impose its authority in the Near East by commissioning a large number of projects within and external to Palestine, mostly paid for with his own wealth.  Aside from an investigation into new excavations performed in Beirut/Roman Berytus of which the amphitheatre’s first phase and perhaps also the Imperial bathhouse are attributable to Herod, this thesis has discussed Herod’s architectural commissions in Judaea with reference to their association with events taking place in his life and that of Agrippa I according to the ancient sources.  
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