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About This Book




You know when you have those moments where everything is funny and makes you laugh out loud? Rhonda and Sharon had two hours of those moments flying back to Jacksonville, Florida after attending a Labor Day weekend conference in Dallas, Texas. It was just one-line after another that kept cracking them up. We  knew those one-liners were good when the gal sitting next to Sharon was trying, discreetly, to keep from laughing out loud. She failed.

Since Rhonda is a CPA and Sharon is somewhat of a clueless client, they thought if they could marry clueless clients and Certified Public Accountants together in a humorous book it would make the world a better place. Well, at least, for CPAs. Clients, eh, little to no hope for them. They understand so little, sigh.

Laugh out loud at the funny things clients do to their CPAs.
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Chapter 1

CPAs are the Life of the Party





Yes, the world often mistakenly views us as dull, boring, uninspired, and without a sense of humor. They are wrong! We can be very clever.    

When one of those know-it-alls approaches and asks why you are a CPA, here are some great lines guaranteed to make them laugh…or drift away where you can enjoy the party in your own way.


	"I'm a CPA because I can calculate the exact tip for the pizza delivery guy without breaking a sweat. The party would be incomplete without my tip wisdom!"


	"I became a CPA so I could impress people with my 'party tricks' like balancing the snack budget and estimating the total calories in that cheese dip."


	"Being a CPA means I have the ultimate party conversation starter: 'Let me tell you about the time I found a typo in the tax code...'"


	"I'm a CPA because I know how to turn a wild night into a tax-deductible business expense. Who's up for a 'strategic networking event'?"


	"I became a CPA to ensure that at every party, there's someone who can count to three before taking a shot."


	"As a CPA, I can spot financial red flags from a mile away, which is why I'm the designated 'party crasher detector.'"


	"I'm a CPA because I can turn any party game into a financial competition. Who's up for 'Monopoly: Real Life Edition'?"


	"I became a CPA because I wanted a valid reason to wear my 'CPA-themed' party hat, complete with tiny calculators and dollar signs."


	"As a CPA, I'm an expert at finding the hidden costs of a party. Hint: It's usually in the form of late-night pizza deliveries."


	"I'm a CPA because I can analyze the party budget and tell you whether we should upgrade from chips and dip to caviar and champagne!"


	"I'm a CPA because I love telling people I'm a Certified Party Animal!" 














  
  

Chapter 2

Why I am a CPA





Does it annoy you as much as it does me when someone asks why am I a CPA? Do they honestly think I’m a special kind of stupid and can’t do anything else? Did their mama drop them on their little pointy heads when they were little? Honestly, what’s wrong with these people? 

Surprise these somewhat exasperating individuals with one or all of the following explanations.




	"Because I wanted to be the life of the tax party. Nothing screams 'fun' like a room full of financial documents!"


	"I became a CPA so I could tell my friends that I'm 'counting' on them to pay me back every time they borrow money."


	"I wanted to master the art of talking about money without actually having any."


	"Becoming a CPA was my way of getting paid to use a calculator, something I was already doing for free!"


	"Because I enjoy making people laugh by saying, 'I'm an accountant; I can't count how many times I've heard that joke.'"


	"I became a CPA because I wanted a career where wearing a suit is considered 'dressing up.'"


	"I love the feeling of satisfaction when I balance my checkbook down to the penny, even if it takes me all night."


	"Because I wanted to have the power to turn every social gathering into an impromptu tax consultation."


	"I became a CPA because I wanted a job where saying 'debit' and 'credit' doesn't involve credit cards."


	"I'm a CPA because I wanted to know what it's like to have 'tax season' as a legitimate excuse for everything."














  
  

Chapter 3

Tax Season





We’ve all had those clients who think tax season is the time to let their inner squirrel out. Here are the ‘nuts’ we encounter during tax season…every single year. 




	Last-Minute Rush: They wait until the very last minute to file their taxes and might even joke about it, saying things like, "I work best under pressure." Yes, and I’m going to charge more for “your working best under pressure.”


	Superstitions: Then we have the client who is a normal sane person except during tax season when they wear a lucky charm or eat a specific meal before coming to see us and filing their taxes.


	Tax Deduction Exaggeration: Clients might jokingly claim unusual and unlikely deductions, like counting their pet as a dependent or deducting their daily coffee as a "caffeine therapy" expense. Yeah, well, that’s not happening.


	Blaming the Accountant: When they owe more in taxes than expected, they might playfully blame their tax accountant, saying something like, "My accountant must have it out for me this year!" Um, so why did you wait until tax season to discover you owed money to the IRS? Surely, you must have had some idea money was going to be due them.


	Endless Procrastination: Clients may procrastinate on gathering their financial documents or filling out forms, only to realize that the deadline is just days away and expect us to assuage their panic.


	Confusing Tax Terms: Clients often mix up tax-related terms. You know, like, they can’t remember the difference between a "W-2" form or a "W-9" or thinking "capital gains" has something to do with athletic competition.


	Fantasizing About Refunds: Clients often daydream about all the things they'll do with their tax refunds, from taking extravagant vacations to buying a pet unicorn. Have you thought about planning better?


	DIY Tax Follies: Then there are the ones with a DIY mentality and they think they’re going to file their taxes on their own, only to realize they're in over their heads and end up with comical errors and miscalculations. Yes, they also wait until the last minute to call for our help.


	Blaming the Technology: If clients encounter technical glitches while e-filing their taxes, they may personify the software or website, saying things like, "TurboTax is out to get me!" Then, they call us for help.


	Inventing Creative Occupations: Clients may jokingly invent creative job titles or occupations to claim unusual business expenses, like "professional taste tester" or "chief couch potato."


	Celebratory Rituals: After successfully filing their taxes, clients may have funny rituals to celebrate, like dancing the "Tax Refund Tango" or throwing a "Tax Party." Of course, they want to deduct the expenses on next year’s taxes.





Oh, gee, did we mention any of the following about clients?




	"They think 'tax season' is an excellent time for a vacation."


	"They believe that 'tax season' is a great time to discover their inner accountant."


	"They think 'tax season' is a great time to test my detective skills."


	"They think 'tax season' is a great time to test my patience and problem-solving skills."


	"They think 'tax season' is the perfect time to unleash their inner paperwork artist."













