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      Did you know that in Japan, there are special tunnels under roads just for turtles to cross safely?

      Or, in Poland, there's a building shaped and painted exactly like a giant banana?

      How about a road in California that plays music when you drive over it at the right speed?

      In this book, we're going to explore all sorts of wild and wacky stuff related to roads, cars, and travel. As we journey through this book, you'll learn tons of cool facts to share with your friends and family. Imagine telling your parents about a hotel shaped like a giant boot, or explaining to your teacher why some countries paint their roads with polka dots.

      But this book isn't just about fun facts – it's also about the incredible ways people have solved problems with creative ideas. You'll see how engineers build bridges that can withstand earthquakes, how scientists use nature to inspire new inventions, and how ordinary people have come up with extraordinary solutions to make travel better for everyone.

      So, are you ready to hit the road?

      Turn the page and let's get this adventure started.

      The open road is calling, and it's full of wonder, weirdness, and wild surprises.

      Let's go!
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      1) Eartha: The World's Largest Rotating Globe

      Imagine a globe so big you could live inside it! That's Eartha, the World's Largest Rotating Globe in Bow, New Hampshire. This massive model of Earth is as big as a house and weighs 5,600 pounds. It slowly spins, making a full rotation every day, just like our real planet. If you were an ant, walking across Eartha would be like taking a trip around the world!

      2) The Chandelier Tree: Drive-Through Sequoia

      Ever dreamed of driving through a tree? In California, you can do just that! The Chandelier Tree, a giant sequoia, has a 6-foot wide tunnel carved right through its base. Cars can pass through this living tunnel, which is like nature's own drive-through. The tree is over 2,000 years old and still growing strong, despite having a hole in its middle!

      3) Cadillac Ranch: Car Art Installation

      In Amarillo, Texas, you'll find a very unusual art installation called Cadillac Ranch. Imagine 10 Cadillac cars, nose-down in the ground, sticking up like massive colorful fins. The best part? Visitors are encouraged to bring spray paint and add their own artistic touch to the cars. It's like a giant, ever-changing coloring book made of cars!

      4) World's Largest Ball of Twine

      Kansas is home to the World's Largest Ball of Twine in Cawker City. This gigantic ball weighs over 20,000 pounds - that's as heavy as five elephants! It was started by one man in 1953, and now the whole town helps add to it. If you unraveled it, the string would stretch from Kansas to the Rocky Mountains - that’s 686 miles!

      5) The Jolly Green Giant Statue

      As you drive along Interstate 90 in Blue Earth, Minnesota, you might spot a jolly green giant. No, your eyes aren't playing tricks on you - it's a 55-foot tall statue of the Jolly Green Giant! He's been standing guard over the highway since 1979, and he's so big that his shoelace alone is 6 feet long!

      6) The Corn Palace

      The Corn Palace in Mitchell, South Dakota is a building unlike any other. Every year, it's decorated with thousands of bushels of corn and other grains, creating massive murals on its walls. It's like a giant gingerbread house, but made of corn! The designs change each year, so it's never the same twice.

      7) Foamhenge: Styrofoam Stonehenge

      Foamhenge in Virginia is exactly what it sounds like - a full-size replica of Stonehenge made entirely of styrofoam! It's eerily accurate, down to the placement of each 'stone'. The best part? Unlike the real Stonehenge, you can touch these stones without getting in trouble!

      8) World's Largest Rocking Chair

      If you thought your grandma's rocking chair was big, wait until you see the World's Largest Rocking Chair in Casey, Illinois. Standing over 56 feet tall, it's about as high as a five-story building! Sadly, it doesn't actually rock - that would be one wild ride!

      9) Dinosaur Land

      Dinosaur Land in Virginia is like stepping into a prehistoric world. With over 50 giant dinosaur statues, you can walk among T-Rexes and Triceratops. Some are so big that you can stand under them! It's the closest you'll ever get to being in "Jurassic Park" without the danger.

      10) The Enchanted Highway

      The Enchanted Highway in North Dakota is a 32-mile stretch of road that's like driving through a giant art gallery. Huge scrap metal sculptures line the route, including a massive tin family, giant pheasants, and even enormous fish jumping out of the prairie grass!

      11) Wall Drug: The Famous Drugstore

      Wall Drug in South Dakota is possibly the most famous drugstore in America, and it's a road trip legend. It started offering free ice water to thirsty travelers in the 1930s and never stopped. Now, you can spot funny Wall Drug signs for hundreds of miles in every direction. Besides the 5-cent coffee, they have a giant jackalope you can sit on, a roaring T-Rex, and a huge animatronic cowboy orchestra!

      12) World's Largest Rubber Duck

      Imagine a rubber ducky so big it could squash your house! The World's Largest Rubber Duck in New Jersey is 61 feet tall - that's about as high as a six-story building. This giant quacker doesn't live in anyone's bathtub; instead, it floats around to different cities, making a splash wherever it goes. If it was a real bath toy, you'd need an ocean to play with it!

      13) Carhenge: Stonehenge Made of Cars

      Carhenge in Nebraska is what happens when Stonehenge meets an auto shop. It's an exact replica of the famous English monument, but instead of giant stones, it uses old cars painted gray. The creator used 39 automobiles to build this wacky wonder. It's like a playground for giant car-loving aliens!

      14) The World's Largest Basket

      The World's Largest Basket in Newark, Ohio, is actually a seven-story office building. Imagine working in a giant picnic basket! It was built for the Longaberger Basket Company and is an exact replica of their medium market basket, just 160 times larger. Even the handles on top are heated in winter to prevent ice from forming!

      15) The Fremont Troll

      Under a bridge in Seattle, Washington, lives the Fremont Troll - an 18-foot tall sculpture of a grumpy-looking troll clutching a real Volkswagen Beetle. It's like the three billy goats gruff story came to life in the city! People love to climb on the troll and take silly pictures, making it possibly the world's only beloved troll.

      16) World's Largest Mosquito

      If you think mosquitoes are big where you live, wait until you see the one in Komarno, Manitoba! This giant mosquito statue is 15 feet long with a wingspan of 15 feet. Don't worry, though - this mega-mosquito doesn't bite. Instead, it serves as the town's unique welcome sign. Talk about an oversized pest!

      17) The Peachoid: Giant Peach Water Tower

      In Gaffney, South Carolina, you might spot what looks like a giant peach in the sky. That's the Peachoid, a water tower painted to look like a massive peach. It holds a million gallons of water - that's like filling up two Olympic-sized swimming pools! From some angles, people say it looks more like a giant... well, let's just say it's caused a few giggles.

      18) The Leaning Tower of Niles

      The Leaning Tower of Niles in Illinois is a half-size replica of the famous Leaning Tower of Pisa. But unlike its Italian counterpart, this one was built to lean on purpose! It's about 94 feet tall and leans about 7 feet off center. The best part? You don't need a passport to take those classic "holding up the tower" photos!

      19) Lucy the Elephant

      Lucy the Elephant in Margate, New Jersey, is a six-story elephant-shaped building that you can actually go inside! Built in 1881, Lucy is older than the Statue of Liberty and has served as a hotel, cottage, tavern, and even a lighthouse. Imagine telling your friends you visited a house shaped like an elephant!

      20) World's Largest Horseshoe Crab

      The World's Largest Horseshoe Crab in Blanchester, Ohio, is a sight to behold. At 68 feet long, it's about the length of four cars parked end-to-end! Made of fiberglass, this giant replica pays homage to the horseshoe crabs that have been around for 450 million years. It's so big that it makes real horseshoe crabs look like tiny bugs in comparison!
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      1) The Musical Road, California

      Imagine a road that plays music as you drive! In Lancaster, California, there's a quarter-mile stretch of road with special grooves cut into the asphalt. When you drive over it at exactly 55 mph, it plays the "William Tell Overture." It's like your car becomes a giant record player! Just remember to roll down your windows to hear the tune.

      2) Tail of the Dragon, Tennessee/North Carolina

      This 11-mile stretch of road has 318 curves - that's about 29 curves per mile! It's known as one of the twistiest roads in America. Driving on it feels like you're on a roller coaster, except you're in control. Just watch out for the Tree of Shame, where parts from crashed motorcycles hang as a warning to drive safely!

      3) The Highway That Goes to Sea, Florida

      The Overseas Highway in Florida stretches for 113 miles and connects the Florida Keys to the mainland. It's like driving on water! You'll cross 42 bridges, including the famous Seven Mile Bridge. Keep your eyes peeled for dolphins and sea turtles as you zoom over the crystal-clear ocean below.
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