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The Hidden Histories

Forgotten Kings, Queens & Legendary Warriors of the World

Introduction – The Voices Beneath the Dust

The fortress wall is silent now. Monsoon vines curl across its broken stones, hiding scars where arrows once struck. Somewhere in Gondwana, a weathered temple bell still swings when the wind rises, its faint echo carrying a memory few remember—a queen who led her people into battle, whose name is barely a footnote in modern textbooks.

India’s history is a crowded tapestry: the glittering courts of the Mughals, the towering Maurya’s, the endless debates about colonial power. Yet behind those famous threads are colours almost faded to nothing—stories left to gather dust in temple archives, palm-leaf manuscripts, and fading folklore sung by village storytellers under banyan trees.

This book is about those hidden hues:


	A Chola king who sent his fleets across roaring oceans long before Europe’s great explorers.

	A Gond queen who refused to bow to an empire and chose a warrior’s death over surrender.

	A Maratha horseman whose small band of fighters outwitted armies ten times their size.

	An Ahom dynasty that stood like an unyielding wall against invasion for six centuries.



They were rulers and rebels, strategists and saints. They built temples that still glow with carvings, and they led armies that left only whispers in the chronicles of their conquerors. Their stories are not polished legends—they are fierce, flawed, human.

In the pages that follow, you will not simply read dates and names—you will smell the sandalwood smoke from ancient shrines, hear the clang of steel on steel in forgotten valleys, and watch the torchlight flicker on palace walls that have not felt footsteps in centuries.

These are not stories to be merely studied. They are stories to be felt—and, perhaps, to remind us that courage, vision, and sacrifice often bloom far from the spotlight of history’s main stage.

Step beyond the textbook chapters you already know. Walk with me through the ruins and legends. The hidden histories await.
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Chapter 1: The Forgotten Queens and Kings of India
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India’s past is a sprawling tapestry of kingdoms, empires, and warriors, yet much of it remains hidden in shadows. While names like Akbar, Ashoka, and Shivaji dominate textbooks, countless rulers and fighters—whose courage, vision, and resilience shaped entire regions—are rarely remembered. These are the forgotten kings, queens, and warriors whose stories are buried in local folklore, temple inscriptions, and fading manuscripts.

Step into Gondwana, for instance. Imagine monsoon clouds rolling over lush green hills. The smell of wet earth mixes with the smoke from village hearths. Amid this landscape rides a queen, spear in hand, armor glinting under the sun. She is not a ceremonial figure; she is the commander of her army, a strategist, a mother, and a ruler. Her name is Rani Durgavati, a warrior queen who chose honor over surrender when the mighty Mughal army threatened her kingdom. For centuries, she was sung about in local ballads, yet outside Gondwana, her story is nearly forgotten.

It is not only queens like her who vanished from mainstream history. Regional kings quietly built thriving civilizations, defended their people, and expanded trade routes—all while avoiding the spotlight. The Chola kings, for instance, commanded powerful navies that sailed across the Indian Ocean, long before Europeans embarked on their voyages. Their ships carried goods, ideas, and culture, influencing regions far from Tamil Nadu. Similarly, Lalitaditya Muktapida of Kashmir constructed temples and fortresses while repelling invaders from neighbouring lands, leaving behind architectural marvels that still stand as testaments to his reign.

Even warriors outside royal circles left indelible marks. Velu Nachiyar, a queen from Tamil Nadu, organized her forces and waged war against the British decades before the famous 1857 rebellion. In the far northeast, the Ahom dynasty defended Assam against repeated invasions for centuries, preserving unique customs, architecture, and governance systems. These warriors, though often absent from textbooks, played crucial roles in shaping the culture and political landscapes of their regions.
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