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Introduction: Meeting Jesus in Mark
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Welcome to the Gospel of Mark. If Matthew was written to show Jesus as the promised Jewish King, Mark was written to show Jesus as the action-oriented Servant and Son of God. Mark’s Gospel is fast-paced, urgent, and raw. The word “immediately” appears over and over again. Mark doesn’t spend much time on Jesus’ birth or long speeches. Instead, he takes you on a breathless journey through Jesus’ ministry, focusing on what Jesus did—the miracles, the healings, the confrontations, and ultimately, the suffering and resurrection.

Mark was not one of the twelve disciples, but tradition tells us he was a close companion of the apostle Peter. Many scholars believe Mark’s Gospel is essentially Peter’s eyewitness account, written down for a Roman audience. This explains why Mark explains Jewish customs (something a Roman reader would need) and focuses on action over long teaching sections.

If Matthew asks, “Who is Jesus?” by tracing His royal lineage, Mark asks the same question by showing His power. In Mark, Jesus is always on the move—teaching, healing, casting out demons, and heading toward the cross. The disciples are often confused. The religious leaders are hostile. But through it all, Mark makes one thing clear: Jesus is the Son of God.

This 16-day companion will walk you through each chapter of Mark, helping you understand what is happening, why it matters, and how the story of Jesus invites you to follow Him.

Let’s begin.
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Who Wrote This Book?
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The Gospel of Mark does not name its author directly, but early church tradition tells us it was written by John Mark, a companion of the apostle Peter. Mark was not one of the twelve disciples, but he traveled with Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and later became a close associate of Peter. Most scholars believe Mark’s Gospel is essentially Peter’s eyewitness account, written down for a Roman audience.

This explains why Mark’s Gospel is fast-paced, action-oriented, and full of vivid details that feel like an eyewitness remembering events. It also explains why Mark explains Jewish customs—something a Roman reader would need—and why the focus is on what Jesus did rather than long teaching sections.
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Who Was Mark Writing To?
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Mark wrote primarily to a Roman (Gentile) audience. Unlike Matthew, who wrote to a Jewish audience and emphasized how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies, Mark writes to people who were not familiar with Jewish customs and traditions. He explains things like the Jewish practice of hand-washing (Mark 7:3-4) and translates Aramaic phrases into Greek (Mark 5:41; 15:34).

Mark’s original readers were likely facing persecution. Many scholars believe Mark was written in Rome, possibly during or shortly after the persecution of Christians under Emperor Nero. This context helps explain why Mark emphasizes suffering, discipleship, and the cost of following Jesus. Mark is writing to encourage believers to remain faithful even when following Jesus leads to suffering.
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What Makes Mark Unique?
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Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels, but it is packed with action. The word “immediately” appears over forty times. Mark does not include a genealogy or a birth narrative. He starts with a bang: “The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.” From there, the story moves at a breathless pace from one event to the next.

Here is the big picture of Mark’s message:


1.  Jesus is the Son of God. This is the central claim of Mark’s Gospel. The heavens open at Jesus’ baptism, the demons recognize Him, and a Roman centurion declares it at the cross. Mark wants you to know that Jesus is not just a teacher or a prophet—He is the Son of God.
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