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			Dedication

			
		
    "... In me enduresWhat always lasts...But I live in certaintyThat what in me aboundsIs what many people seek."

 

Many people envy the assurance that faith gives. I don't know about you, but many say, "How I wish I could believe." Or, "How lucky you are to have faith." But they find that believing is very hard for them and they come to fear that, if there is a God after all, perhaps he will grant the gift of faith only to some, like Kesia.... Is this true?

Well, if by faith we mean faith in legends of saints and apparitions of dubious origin, it is logical that you find it hard to believe. And if we understand by faith that of the mystics, who claim to have an ineffable union of the soul with God and experience ecstasies and revelations, it is not surprising that you think that this is not an experience available to everyone.

But is that genuine Christian faith? The New Testament says that faith comes by hearing (1) How? Yes, that faith comes simply by hearing the Word of God. Not necessarily by supernatural or mystical experiences, but by hearing the simple message of the gospel, as preached by those who witnessed the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Once he ascended into heaven, the apostles went out into the streets and squares of Jerusalem, and then to the towns and villages along the shores of the Mediterranean. They announced left and right that their Master was the Messiah, and that there could be no doubt about it, because, in addition to all the miracles he did in the eyes of thousands of people, he had risen from the dead.

So Paul says preaching in Athens: "God, having passed over the times of ignorance, now commandeth all men every where to repent: for he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained, giving faith to all, that he hath raised him from the dead" (2). FAITH TO ALL! God gave faith to everyone that Jesus of Nazareth was his Son and the Savior of the world. How? By raising him from the dead. So that faith is not a difficult leap into the void; that believing or not believing is not a question of being able, but of wanting. For those who heard the gospel at that time, Jesus was not a character of the past, but a contemporary of theirs. And what the apostles told could be verified because there were hundreds of witnesses who saw him. In that sense, it was not difficult to believe. However, believing in Jesus meant obeying God's command to repent; to leave their way of life and obey what God said. That was hard for some people.
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Introduction  
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We begin our study of the Second Book of Samuel. This second book is characterized by three main issues. First, "God's covenant with David", in chapter 7. Secondly, "David's great sin with Bathsheba". And thirdly, "David's rebellious son", that is, Absalom. As for the theme of this Second Book of Samuel, we can say that it is a twofold theme. First, we have prayer. Now the first book of Samuel began with prayer. And now, the Second book of Samuel ends with prayer. The second theme that we find in this Second book of Samuel, is the kingdom, that is, the change of government from a Theocracy, to a Monarchy. Now, among the chapters and verses worth remembering, we have in the first place, chapter 7, which contains the Covenant of God with David. Secondly, verse 33 of chapter 18, which presents us with David's grief over Absalom his son. Thirdly, chapter 22, which presents us with David's song of praise, which we also find in Psalm 18. And fourthly, verse 24 of chapter 24, where David spoke against a superficial dedication to God.

Now, the Second Book of Samuel is as dedicated to David as the New Testament is to Christ. This book is given over entirely to the reign of King David. The first book of Kings records the few declining years and death of David. The life and times of David are important because he was the progenitor of Jesus, as expressed in chapter 1 of the Gospel according to Matthew, verse 1. Also, the book of Psalms was largely written by David, based on the experiences of his own life. Here in the Second Book of Samuel, chapters 1 through 10, tell of David's triumphs. And the remaining chapters, chapters 11 through 24, tell of David's difficulties. So, we're going to get right into our study of...
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2 Samuel 1
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In this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Samuel, the theme of David's lament for the deaths of Saul and Jonathan predominates. The question as to who killed King Saul may not yet be answered, but another suspicious person was added. A young Amalekite who escaped from the camp of Israel, informed David of Saul's death, (as we shall see in verse 8), and took credit to himself for Saul's death, (as we see in verses 9 and 10). David, then, executed the young man for the crime, (as verses 14 to 16 relate). David's grief, due to the death of Saul and Jonathan, was expressed in a moving, poetic and dramatic way (as we shall see in verses 17 to 27). Let us read, then, the first two verses of this chapter 1, of the Second book of Samuel:

"And it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David had returned from defeating the Amalekites, that he stayed two days in Ziklag. On the third day, a man came from Saul's camp, his clothes torn and his head covered with earth. When he came before David, he bowed himself to the ground and did obeisance."

These were dark times in Israel's history. They had suffered defeat in war because they were living outside of God's will. And that situation is a lesson for us. At the end of the Second World War, many believed that peace had been achieved in the world, and that from the end of that war, God was no longer necessary and man could rebuild the world by himself and enjoy his inclinations, far from a transcendent being who would take care of human affairs. We are sure that this was one of the reasons why we have not known a single day of peace since the end of that great war. It is as if we have lived in a state of continuous war. It is that there will be conflicts and wars for the nation, the people or individuals that are outside the sphere of God's will. The prophet Isaiah said in chapter 57 of his prophecy, verse 21: "There is no peace for the wicked, saith my God." Isaiah said that three times. And I wonder if that is not also applicable for us today. As we have already said, the times described in these historical books of the Bible were very dark times for Israel. And we can see the position the nation was in. King Saul was dead. Jonathan and Saul's other sons were also dead. Israel had lost the battle. The Philistines had taken the entire northern region, around Galilee, and now they had gained ground in the south as well. David did not yet know what had happened in the battle, for he and his men had had to rescue their own relatives from the Amalekites. Then they returned to Ziklag and went two days without hearing a single word. Finally, a disheveled man, covered with mud and his clothes torn, found David's camp and said that he had come from the battle. He then informed David that the Philistines had won the war and that Saul was dead. He then explained to David what had happened. Let's read verses 3 through 10 of this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Samuel:

David said to him, "Where have you come from? He said to him, 'I have escaped from the camp of Israel. What has happened? David said to him, 'Tell me, I pray you. The people fled from the battle; many of the people have fallen and died. Saul and Jonathan his son also are dead," he answered. And David said to the young man who told him, "How do you know that Saul and Jonathan his son are dead? The young man who told him the news said, "By chance I went to Mount Gilboa, and found Saul leaning on his spear; behind him came chariots and horsemen. He turned and when he saw me, he called to me; and I said, Here I am. He said to me, "Who are you? I said, "I am an Amalekite. Then he said to me, I pray you, come near and kill me, for anguish has seized me; for I am still alive. Then I went near and slew him, for I knew that he could not live after his fall. I took the crown that was on his head and the bracelet that was on his arm, and I have brought them here to my lord."

Was this Amalekite telling the truth, and didn't he find Saul's dead body and remove his crown and bracelet and take them to David? Well, we believe that when this Amalekite found Saul after Saul had fallen on his sword, he was still alive. And that when this Amalekite passed by him, Saul asked him to finish killing him. The interesting thing is that this young man confessed to David what he had done and it seems that he expected David to give him some decoration for his deed. But, let's read what happened here in verses 11 through 14 of this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Samuel:

"Then David tore his clothes and tore them, and so did the men who were with him. They wept and wailed and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for the people of the Lord and for the house of Israel, for they had fallen by the edge of the sword. Then David asked the young man who had brought him the news, "Where are you from? I am the son of a foreigner, an Amalekite," he replied, "Why were you not afraid to stretch out your hand to kill the Lord's anointed?" David said to him.

If this man killed Saul, it was because Saul had disobeyed God when he refused to destroy all the Amalekites, as we saw in the first book of Samuel, chapter 15. If Saul had obeyed God, this Amalekite would not have been alive to kill him, and perhaps Saul might even have survived. David asked this young man how he had not been afraid to raise his hand to kill God's anointed. Recall that David refused to raise his hand to kill Saul, even though he was presented with several opportunities to do so. It is very good sometimes to try to look at things from God's point of view. As long as Saul was king, David never raised his hand against him. No one else should have lifted their hands against him either, because God was the one who had put the crown on his head and God should be the one to take it off in due time. There is a danger in interfering in God's work, for He is the one who intervenes and judges. He always has. That's why David said to this young Amalekite, "How was it that you were not afraid to lift up your hand to slay the Lord's anointed?" And let's see what happened, here in verse 15:

Then David called for one of his men, and said to him, "Go and kill him. And he smote him, and he died."

David judged the Amalekite for killing God's anointed. And verse 16 says:

"while David said, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy own mouth testified against thee, when thou saidst, I have slain the Lord's anointed."

Now, if this man invented his own story and his confession, it certainly proved fatal to him. David said to him, "You are responsible for your own death, for you yourself pleaded guilty by confessing that you had killed the king chosen by the Lord" Now, we believe that this young man did indeed kill Saul. He did what David would never have done and then David judged him for it. Let's read verses 17 and 18 of this first chapter of the Second Book of Samuel:

"David intoned this lament for Saul and Jonathan, his son, and said that it should be taught to the sons of Judah. Thus it is written in the book of Jasher."

Here David's genuine grief over the death of Saul and Jonathan is revealed. Saul had taught Israel something; he made his contribution. It is that before his reign, the Israelites had no iron weapons for warfare, and so Saul taught them to be archers. The bow and arrow were very effective weapons that have been crucial in many battles and their good handling has decided the outcome of many battles. We continue now with verse 19 of this chapter 1 of the Second book of Samuel:

"Has the glory of Israel perished upon thy heights! How have the mighty fallen!"

Here we see that David's lamentation was written in poetic form and revealed the genuine sadness and pain of the so-called "sweet singer of Israel". Let us continue with verse 20:

"Announce it not in Gath, neither tell it in the streets of Ashkelon; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised leap for joy."

"Do not announce it in Gath," he says. Now, Gath was the capital of the Philistines. "Neither give tidings in the streets of Ashkelon." Ashkelon was in the Gaza Strip and was one of the five cities of the Philistines. Let us continue with verses 21 and 22:

"Ye mountains of Gilboa, let neither dew nor rain fall upon you, neither be ye a land of offerings: for there the shield of the mighty men, the shield of Saul, was cast away, as though it had not been anointed with oil. Without the blood of the slain, without the fat of the mighty, Jonathan's bow never drew back, nor Saul's sword returned void."

No one could ever say that Saul or Jonathan had been cowards. Let's move on to verses 23 and 24 of this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Samuel:

"Saul and Jonathan, beloved and beloved; inseparable in life, neither were they parted in death; they were lighter than eagles, stronger than lions. Daughters of Israel, mourn for Saul, who clothed you in scarlet and fine linen, who adorned your garments with ornaments of gold."

Saul had brought prosperity to the land and that is what David expressed here. Let's move on to verses 25 and 26:

"How are the mighty fallen in the midst of battle! Jonathan, slain on thy high places! Anguish I have for thee, Jonathan, my brother, how sweet thou wast to me. More wonderful was thy love to me than the love of women."

David and Jonathan were close friends. It was interesting that David said "more wonderful was thy love unto me, than the love of women." And this was especially true, since David was married to Michal, Jonathan's sister. We will see later that she betrayed David. We believe that Michal had at first loved or admired him as a hero. But the day came when she despised him. David was not very successful in love affairs. Abigail was the only noble woman we find in his entourage. We do not agree with those who believe that Bathsheba was an outstanding woman. We do not believe she was. And their dealings with her were sinful from every point of view and God judged them for that. David was unsuccessful in his marriage and, consequently, it was possible for him to say as to Jonathan, that he was a friend who had been loyal and sincere to him until death. It is interesting to note that the men who followed him were loyal to him in all times and circumstances. David had that charisma that made his friends loyal to him. David was that kind of man. Let's read now verse 27, the final verse of this chapter 1 of the Second book of Samuel:

"How the brave have fallen, how the weapons of war have perished!"

This was a great tribute to Jonathan in particular. David's grief over the death of Saul and Jonathan was thus poignant. And this was one of the most remarkable lamentations in all of God's word.

We will see in the next chapter that David was made king over Judah. We will also meet Abner, who had been Saul's general. Now, not all of Saul's sons had been killed, although all those who fought in the battle did die. But Saul had a younger son named Ish-bosheth. Abner would make him king over the other 11 tribes, and as might be expected, civil war would break out. David would defeat Abner and his army and after a long civil war had weakened the nation, David would finally become king over the 12 tribes. At first, Hebron was his home. Later he would move to Mount Zion, in Jerusalem, a place he loved more than any other place.

We are coming to a section that is historical. Although many find it uninteresting, yet in this section we will find some of the most exciting accounts in all of God's word, as well as some great spiritual lessons. We come then to
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2 Samuel 2:1-9
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In this chapter 2, David, directed by God, went up to Hebron, where he was crowned king of Judah. Abner, general of Saul's army, placed Ish-bosheth as king over the other eleven tribes of Israel. Let us read the first verse of this chapter 2 of the second book of Samuel:

"And it came to pass after this, that David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up to any of the cities of Judah? And the Lord said to him, 'Go up. David asked again, Where shall I go up? He answered him, 'Hebron.

This expression here, "after this" - refers to the time after the death of Saul and Jonathan, and that period when David mourned for them. Now that Saul was out of the picture, David wanted to know what he should do, and he asked the Lord, "Shall I go up to any of the cities of Judah?" Now, why would he ask that question? Well, because he was still in the land of the Philistines. Saul was dead and David would be the next king, so what was he to do now? He waited then until he received his instructions from the Lord. It's just that David had learned that he had to wait for the Lord's direction in a very definite way.

God told him to go to Hebron, which was located in the south of that land, not too far from the border with the land of the Philistines. God was telling him to move cautiously. He was not to come forward arbitrarily to become king over Israel, but rather, to head for the land to make himself available to the people. Let us read verses 2 and 3:

"David went up there with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail, the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. David also took with him the men who were with him, every man with his household, who dwelt in the cities of Hebron."

When David set out for Hebron, he took with him those who were his wives at the time. Now, someone might ask: did God approve of a man having two wives? Of course not. The fact was that this marital situation would cause David many difficulties because we will see that later on, he was going to take other wives as well. Now, his loyal followers went with him and settled with their families in the city of Hebron. Let us now read verse 4 of this chapter 2 of the Second book of Samuel:

"Then the men of Judah came and anointed David there king over the house of Judah. And they told David that the men of Jabesh-gilead had buried Saul."

When David made himself available to them, the men of his own tribe, the tribe of Judah, anointed him and crowned him their king. Let's move on to verse 5 of this chapter 2 of the Second book of Samuel:

"Then David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead, saying to them, 'Blessed be you of the Lord, that you have done this deed of mercy to your master, to Saul, by burying him.'"

David acted very wisely. The men who buried Saul were naturally those who had been most devoted to him, and David then thanked them for this gesture. David had always had great respect for the Lord's anointed. Recall that he had two opportunities to put him to death and make himself king, but he did not take advantage of them. David's good characteristics are generally overlooked by many, because his sin seems to obscure them, being like a cloud that covered the sky hiding the light of the sun, thus preventing his life from shining. But David was a wonderful man in many ways, even though he would have to bear the consequences of his great sin for the rest of his life. In this case we see that David praised the men of Jabesh-gilead. Let's read verses 6 and 7 of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Samuel:

"Now, therefore, may the Lord deal mercifully and truly with you. I also will deal well with you for this thing that ye have done. Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be of good courage: for Saul your lord is dead, and they of the house of Judah have anointed me to be their king."

Then, David asked for support and devotion to be given to him as king, just as it had been given to Saul. Let us note that David acted in a diplomatic and commendable manner. We must recognize the fact that both Saul and Jonathan had sons and that one of them would have been the normal successor to inherit the throne, had God not intervened. Abner, who had been general of Saul's army, acted immediately to make one of them king. And let us observe what he did. Let's read verses 8 and 9 of this chapter 2 of the Second book of Samuel:

"But Abner the son of Ner, general of Saul's army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought him to Mahonias, and proclaimed him king over Gilead, and over Ge suri, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel."

Here we have the beginning of the division of the kingdom, which would reach its maximum expression after Solomon's reign, when Jeroboam led a rebellion. This was only the first fracture of the nation. At first, David was crowned king over the kingdom of Judah, the southern kingdom, but the northern tribes made Ish-bosheth, son of Saul, king.

Saul's death was a turning point in the continuity of the monarchy in Israel. And we have seen David submitting himself to God's will and seeking His direction. It was perhaps at that time, when a new stage was beginning in his life, with new challenges and difficulties, that David was more attentive than ever to God's will for his life. That is why we consider it appropriate to end today with the words of a Psalm of David, whose words, whether written or not in that period, will undoubtedly have passed through your mind; words that we believe are appropriate for you, Dear Reader, timely words for a person establishing a personal relationship with God and beginning a new stage in his life. Psalm 37:4 and 5 says: "Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, trust in Him and He will do it". Dear reader, see for yourself that these words can also become a reality in your own life.
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We continue studying chapter 2 of the second book of Samuel. And in the previous chapter, we saw that after the death of Saul and Jonathan, David asked God what he should do; specifically, he asked him if he should go up to one of the cities of Judah. And we saw that the Lord answered him to go to Hebron. So David and the men with him went to that place on the border. Now, Hebron was actually not very far from where they were in the land of the Philistines. But, what God was telling David, was that he should act wisely. He was not to go up there with the idea of arbitrarily taking possession of the kingdom, but he would have to go into the land and make himself available to the people. And we saw that when he did so, the tribe of Judah then, crowned him as their king. We note also that David sent messengers to Jabesh-gilead: for those who buried Saul, were naturally those who had followed him with the greatest devotion and David thanked them for that gesture. And he asked for their support for him as king, just as they had given it to Saul. We note also that David acted in a diplomatic and praiseworthy manner. And furthermore, David always had great respect for the Lord's anointed. Recall that he had had two opportunities to kill Saul and make himself king, but he did not take advantage of them. It seems that David's good characteristics are generally overlooked by many, for just as a cloud hides the brightness of the sun in the sky, so his sin prevents the light from illuminating his life. David was a wonderful man in many respects. But, because of that sin he had to suffer certain consequences every day of his existence. We must recognize the fact that both Saul and Jonathan had sons and that one of them would have been the normal successor to the throne, if God had not intervened. Certainly Abner, who had been general of Saul's army, acted immediately to make one of them king. And we saw how he took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and brought him to Mahanaim, making him king over Gilead, over Geshur, over Jezreel, Ephraim, Benjamin, and over all Israel. And we said that this was the beginning of the division of the kingdom, which would reach its maximum expression, after the reign of Solomon, when Jeroboam led a revolution. This was only the first fracture of the nation. In other words, at the beginning, David was made king over the kingdom of Judah, but the northern tribes made Ish-bosheth son of Saul king. Let us now read, to continue this study today, verses 10 and 11 of this chapter 2 of the second book of Samuel:

"Ish-bosheth the son of Saul was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. Only those of the house of Judah followed David. The number of days that David reigned in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months."

Now, this was a period of civil war; the war between the northern kingdom against David and Judah in the south, which exhausted the resources and strength of the nation. Truly, this was a great tragedy for the chosen people. Let us continue with verses 12 and 13 of this chapter 2 of the Second book of Samuel:

"Abner the son of Ner went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon with the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul. Joab son of Zeruiah and the servants of David also went out and met them by the pool of Gibeon; they stood, the one on one side of the pool and the other on the other side."

Abner and Joab were trying to resolve the matter in order to avoid a civil war, by means of a negotiated solution. But as you well know, when there are those on one side who are determined to act according to their own course of action, and those on the other side are also determined to continue to maintain their position, negotiations are practically worthless and every effort is futile, and that is what happened here. Let us continue with verses 14 to 16 of this chapter 2 of the Second book of Samuel:
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