
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


The Powerful Christian Series Book III

––––––––

[image: ]


THE ADDED POWER OF OBEDIENCE

By S. Richard Nelson

Copyright © 2014 by Broken Hill Christian Publications All rights reserved. Except as permitted under the United States Copyright Act of 1976, and in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews, no part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written authorization from the publisher.

First Edition published 2014

Second Edition published 2025

Broken Hill Publications

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

“From this broken hill,

All your praises they shall ring.”

L. Cohen – If It Be Your Will
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Your voice matters! Reviews are a gift to Christian authors, helping us reach more hearts with messages of faith and hope. If this book has inspired, encouraged, or blessed you in any way, would you consider leaving a kind and honest 5-star review? Your words may be the encouragement someone else needs to pick up this book and grow closer to Christ.

“For God did not give us a Spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.”

2 Timothy 1:7 (NET)
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“YOUR BELIEFS DON’T make you a better person, your behavior does.” — Author Unknown.

There is an old Cherokee legend about a grandfather teaching his grandson about life.

“A fight is going on inside me,” he said to the boy. “It is a terrible battle between two wolves. One is evil—he is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.

The other is good—he is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside of you—and inside every other person as well.”

The boy thought for a moment and asked his grandfather, “Which wolf will win?”

The old Cherokee replied simply, “The one you feed.”

This story captures the reality of the human heart. Two opposing forces wrestle within us every day—urging us either toward good or toward evil. But God, through His Spirit of truth, always leads us to obey Him.

Obedience is not the demand of a whimsical God who wants us to perform for His amusement. It is His loving invitation into a life of freedom, joy, and blessing. Obedience authenticates our faith when our knowledge and strength fall short. It is the bridge between belief and transformation.

Mother Teresa once said, “God has not called me to be successful. He has called me to be faithful.”

C. S. Lewis gave us another profound picture: “Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you understand what He is doing—fixing the drains, patching the leaks. But then He starts knocking the house about in ways that hurt abominably. You wonder what on earth He is up to. The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of—adding a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, raising towers, creating courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.”

Our time on earth is not random. We are here to learn, expand our experiences, and grow in faith. Life is about discovering God’s purposes, tasting the glory of His promises, and fully recognizing that He lives and loves us.

Even Jesus—the Son of God—“learned obedience through what He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). If He, the perfect One, walked the path of obedience through trials, then so must we. God has already marked out the way for us and given us the unfailing map of His law.

True happiness and eternal glory come not from chasing comfort or resisting God’s will but from humbly aligning with Him. The prophet Isaiah extends this invitation:

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:18–19).

Every human heart longs for happiness. We search for it, hope for it, and often chase it in places that leave us empty. Yet God’s Word is clear: the path to true and lasting happiness is faith in Christ and obedience to His gospel.

To profess belief in Christ while neglecting obedience is one of the most painful contradictions we can live. But when we walk in His ways, we find joy, power, and peace.
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