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  Unless otherwise marked, all Scripture is taken from the Holy Bible King James Version (KJV).


  


  All Bible word definitions are taken from Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: Updated Addition, Massachusetts, Hendrickson Publishers, 2007.


  
 
  Further research where noted was done using Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, © 1984, 1996, Thomas Nelson, Inc., Nashville, TN.


  


  Note: words in Bible verses marked by bold italics or within square brackets were added for emphasis and explanation throughout this study.
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 To my fellow curious Christian women

 


And to my dearest husband. You are loved beyond my humble words.  I will see you in the kingdom.




  Introduction


  


  I LOVE THE KING James Version Bible. I believe it is one of the most accurate and beautiful translation we can read. Nevertheless, it is important for us to know that none of the translations we have today, including the King James Version (KJV), is perfect. Only the original Hebrew and Greek texts from which they came were divinely inspired.


  The KJV, its lyrical beauty aside, employs several antiquated words, and words that have changed their meanings over time, that might send us scrambling for the nearest dictionary or concordance. In this book, I take words that we may be unfamiliar with outside their biblical setting or that may be confusing to our modern-day English sensibilities, and expound upon their original meanings within the context of the verse.


  I have always been a curious woman. Curiosity has pushed me to ask: What is it? How does it work? What does it mean? Why is it the way it is? and How did it come to be? In grade school, I read every library resource I could find on the Loch Ness Monster, Bigfoot, the Abominable Snowman, and the Bermuda Triangle but was totally bummed to find out there wasn’t a concrete answer. Sometimes, the answers are hidden, forever to remain a mystery until Christ returns. Certain cultural, historical, or end-times passages found in the Bible are no different.


  But when it comes to unusual words and their meanings, we have a dedicated scholar to thank for his amazing life achievement in creating a profound and extensive concordance of the Bible — James Strong. This tome, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, is indispensable for understanding the etymology of the various words I researched for this book, and what I reach for when confused or just plain curious about a word’s usage in my study of the KJV Bible. Another helpful resource I used was Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words.


  It is my hope each chapter of this book brings you clarity and broadens your understanding of many beloved yet obscure KJV Bible passages. For your convenience, I have included in each chapter a section of the dictionary entry from Strong’s Concordance. In these charts, the Hebrew and Greek definitions are numbered and listed in the order they appear in the Bible from Genesis through Revelation and not in numerical order. In each numbered entry, you will find the Hebrew- or Greek-to-English spelling of the word followed by its meaning, and then by this symbol : — which indicates the various ways the KJV translates the word. Note: I retained the original Strong’s Concordance British English spelling for all entry definitions.


  Throughout the Bible, especially the New Testament, one word may be used in several contexts (see chapter 9, Sober), so it’s imperative to know which definition for that identical word was meant for that specific verse. Therefore, I often added in brackets the Strong’s number within the particular Bible verse I chose to share.


  Being a curious Christian woman, I love a good word study. It is my hope that you, with your God-given curiosity, glean some additional insight into the rich words used in the KJV Bible.


  How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:103)


  [1]


  Admonish


  


  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Colossians 3:16)


  


  
    
      
        	
          Admonish
        
      


      
        	
          G3560 noutheteō; to put in mind, to caution, or reprove gently: — warn
        
      


      
        	
          Admonished H2094 zāthar; to gleam, figuratively to enlighten (by caution): — teach, shine, give warning
        
      


      
        	
          H5749 ûd; to duplicate or repeat; by implication to protest, testify: — bear witness, charge, give warning
        
      


      
        	
          G3867 paraineō; to mispraise, i.e. recommend or advise (a different course): — exhort
        
      


      
        	
          G5537 chrēmatizō; to utter an oracle, i.e. divinely intimate; bear as a title: — be called, (warned) of God, reveal, speak
        
      


      
        	
          Admonishing G3560: see definition above
        
      


      
        	
          Admonition G3559 nouthesia; calling attention to, i.e. (by implication) mild rebuke or warning: —admonition
        
      

    
  


  


  WE CHRISTIANS HAVE A SACRED DUTY to admonish our fellow brethren out of love and a desire for their good. But in order to do this well, we need to understand exactly what is being asked of us. Looking up this word in Strong’s Concordance shows us that admonish (or one of its derivatives admonished, admonishing, and admonition) is found twelve times in the King James Version Bible. Paul spoke these words of praise to the brethren in Romans:


  And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. (Romans 15:14)


  In Romans 15:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:12, and 2 Thessalonians 3:15, the meaning of admonish (G3560) is to “put in mind, caution, reprove gently, or warn.” But before we can caution or reprove anyone, we need to be able to judge (or discern) between right and wrong. We need to be in God’s Word. We need to be, as Paul said in Romans, filled with the goodness and knowledge of Christ in order to admonish rightly.


  Nobody lives their life perfectly. And nobody likes to be told that they are at fault or straying from the truth. But as Christians, it is our duty to point out with love biblical errors or actions we see that might cause spiritual harm to our fellow brethren. If we witness behavior or hear words that go against biblical teaching and turn our heads away (i.e., tolerate), we are not showing love. We are perpetuating sin, and allowing our fear of man to be more powerful than our fear of God.


  Better is a poor and wise child, than an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished. (Ecclesiastes 4:13)


  The definition of admonished (H2094) in Ecclesiastes 4:13 and again in Ecclesiastes 12:12 means to “gleam, shine [as a spotlight, perhaps?], enlighten by caution, give warning.” Ecclesiastes 4:13 makes it known there were people willing to listen to instruction at one time, but they allowed their authority, credentials, wealth, age, or experience to puff them up, and they refused to heed instruction any longer. Because of their status and material advances, they see themselves above godly enlightenment. How tragic. There is never a point in our physical lives where we attain all knowledge or can claim to have “arrived.”


  The Lord hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that I have admonished you this day. (Jeremiah 42:19)


  God sent the prophet Jeremiah to admonish (H5749) Judah, or to “testify against them, witness, protest, and charge.” Yet, did Judah heed the warning? No, they did not.


  And now I have this day declared it to you; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, nor any thing for the which he hath sent me unto you. (Jeremiah 42:21)


  Sadly, refusal to listen and repent was a pattern with Israel and Judah. Let it not be so with us.


  The only instance of the word admonished with the G5537 definition meaning to “utter an oracle, [be] warned of God” is found in Hebrews where


  Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. (Hebrews 8:5)


  In Acts 27:9, Paul admonished (G3867) or “recommended or advised a different course” of action to the men in charge of the ship he and two hundred and seventy-six other men were sailing on in the Mediterranean Sea.


  Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous . . . Paul admonished them,
And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives. (Acts 27:9–10)


  We women often admonish the G3867 way in our day-to-day discourse. We recommend or advise a different course of action to our husbands about the family finances, our children’s education, best places to shop, when to book appointments, and our shared plans for the future. This is not done with force, but with thoughtful respect to a husband’s leadership role.


  Lastly, we have the word admonition (G3559). This Greek noun nouthesia used in Ephesians 6:4, Titus 3:10, and in 1 Corinthians 10:11 means “calling attention to, a mild rebuke or warning.” As wives with godly husbands, it’s a pretty sure guarantee we’ve been admonished by them at some point. It doesn’t feel good to have our spiritual doubts, missteps, and wanderings exposed, but good husbands will understand their God-given responsibility and speak up‍ — and we grow as women of God because of it. Their gentle reminders for us to stand strong and not give in to the discontent and faithless mindset that creeps into our being is what admonition is all about. Caring enough to correct. Likewise, as mothers, it is our God-given responsibility to guide and correct our children. We do this out of care for their physical lives, but more importantly, their spiritual ones. Ephesians 6:4 speaks clearly how we should raise up our children: “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”


  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. (1 Corinthians 10:11)


  Paul called attention to the many ways the Israelites disobeyed God and chose their own path that resulted in their downfall. He did this to warn the brethren he loved. Paul’s responsibility to admonish is no different than ours; the body of Christ needs it now more than ever. The Word of God is not subject to our emotions or the current generation’s definition of morality. It is our duty to warn fellow sisters who might be fooled by the slick book marketing of supposed Bible teachers whose covers project an illusion of wisdom or answers to their pain but tout a feel-good, anything-goes, pat-yourself-on-the-back theology wrapped in Christianese instead. Warnings were placed in the Bible for a reason because we’re all susceptible to deception.


  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned into fables. (2 Timothy 4:3–4)


  Be aware of your own spiritual condition and the temptations that surround you, and out of love and deep concern for your sisters in Christ, admonish them well. Admonishing others is a Christ-like act of love. An uncomfortable love at times, but love nonetheless we shouldn’t shirk or ignore for fear of being labeled judgmental. We must be willing to humbly admonish others and most importantly‍ — humbly receive it.


  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. (1 Peter 5:5)


  [2]


  Beseech


  


  Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent unto the prayer that is made in this place. (2 Chronicles 6:40)


  


  
    
      
        	
          Beseech
        
      


      
        	
          H4994 nā a primitive particle of incitement and entreaty, usually rendered I pray, now or then; added mostly to verbs or interjections:— I pray thee, I pray you, go to, now, oh
        
      


      
        	
          H577 onnā from H4994; oh now!:— I beseech thee, O; I pray thee, O
        
      


      
        	
          G3870 parakaleō; to call near, i.e. invite, invoke (by imploration, exhortation, or consolation):— call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, exhort, (give) exhortation, entreat, pray
        
      


      
        	
          G1189 deomai; to beg (as binding oneself), i.e. petition:— pray (to), make request
        
      


      
        	
          G2065 erōtaō; to interrogate; by implication to request:— ask, desire, intreat, pray
        
      


      
        	
          Beseeching G3870 and G2065: See definitions above
        
      

    
  


  


  WE ALL WANT TO BE HEARD, right? Whether by God or by mankind, we want swift and undivided attention to the cries of our hearts. But like a child grabbing the hand of his father and tug, tug, tugging to show him something so very important, we long most for God’s ardent regard.


  You may not realize it, but every day you beseech when you reverentially implore God in prayer or when you beckon your spouse, children, or closest friends to consider your words. Of the thirty-five times the word beseech is used in the Old Testament, all but six are used to address God. Our beseeching Him is an urgent request and a call for action on His part. A prayer spoken in the inhalation of, “Oh, dear God . . .” A prayer of longing and desperation of‍, “Oh, would that God . . . !”


  Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even unto now. (Numbers 14:19)


  Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. (Psalm 118:25)


  Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. (Jonah 1:14)


  Six of the Old Testament uses of beseech are respectful addresses to someone in authority: a king, a captain, a higher official, even a prophet. In Jeremiah chapter 42, all the captains of the remnant of Israel and all the people great and small came to the prophet Jeremiah saying,


  Let, we beseech thee, our supplication be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy God even for all this remnant . . . 
That the Lord thy God may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may do. (Jeremiah 42:2–3)


  In the New Testament, there are thirty-one entries of beseech or beseeching divided into three similar yet distinct variations for the word. According to Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, the Greek word parakaleō (G3870) means to “call to one’s side” or “call to one’s aid.” Beseeching is stronger than mere asking. It is an invitation, calling someone near with the intent to comfort them or plead with them or share with them a desire.


  Paul wrote to his friend Philemon a plea of love concerning the runaway slave, Onesimus, whom had become Paul’s beloved brother in Christ. “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus whom I have begotten in my bonds” (Philemon 1:10). In another appeal for the sake of love, Paul addressed the congregation at Corinth:


  Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. (1 Corinthians 1:10)


  From the Greek word deomai (G1189), beseech is rendered to “beg or petition for an urgent need.” In Luke 9, the heart of this father was consumed by an urgent need he knew only Jesus Christ could appease.


  And behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child. (Luke 9:38)


  Do you feel the desperate longing in this father’s plea? As women of God, we’ve all been in this place. Begging for a different outcome, a change of heart, a turning of circumstances. Praying that God would save us.


  In Galatians 4, Paul was disheartened to learn that many of those he had taught about the grace and freedom in Christ turned back to a state of bondage to the physical Law. He was like a distraught father who had just found out his teenage children were chasing after the wrong crowd. He’s not just asking, he’s begging them to hear him because he knew how high the stakes were if they strayed, how eternally important it was that they heed his words. His outcry to their stumbling was, “Brethren, I beseech you [I beg of you], be as I am [follow the example I set for you from the beginning]” (Galatians 4:12).
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