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        An obsession with bones brings Jim and Ella together, then drives them apart. But Jim can’t let it go. So he searches for the perfect bag, with the perfect texture and the perfect size, to carry all the bones he could possibly want. And now he wants to show it to Ella. Think she’ll like it?
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      “Look at that briefcase,” Ella said. “I bet you could fit a whole pelvis in there.”

      The old woman sitting on the other side of Ella flinched. No one else on the subway reacted. I avoided looking directly where Ella pointed but could see the bulky figure of the businessman who owned the briefcase. He held the business section of the newspaper in front of him like a shield as if pretending he was anywhere other than a grubby subway.

      “That's enough, Ella,” I whispered but she didn't know how to stop. Already her bright eyes scanned the crowd, looking for another bone bag.

      “Over there, Jim, the purple knapsack. It's got to be long enough for a femur.”

      I couldn't help myself; I had to look. Sure enough the damned knapsack did look long enough to hold a femur. Ella's grin was triumphant.

      The subway lurched to a halt and I grabbed Ella's hand. We followed three other people, none carrying anything that would hold bones, into the station. I led her through the turnstile and up to the street. The blonde ahead of us carried a clutch purse. I felt Ella's hand tighten in mine.

      “Finger bones,” her voice hissed in my ears.

      The blonde's heels clattered as she hurried away. Ella laughed, her voice high and musical on the wind. Her black hair billowed and shimmered under the streetlights. Too skinny by half, I'd seen her eat an entire chicken but she never seemed to gain an ounce. She loathed exercise and never went to the bathroom right after eating, so I knew she couldn't be anorexic or bulimic. She wore four-inch heels to boost up her five foot two inch frame. They elongated the muscles of her legs until her bones stood out. Dangling necklaces accentuated her collarbones and rustling bangles danced on wrists so narrow I could encircle one with my index finger and thumb.

      “Let's go dancing,” she decreed and bounded away down the sidewalk. I could only follow.
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