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​Introduction

Introduction Paul stated In Ephesians 4
that the ministries were placed in the Church for its edification.
The ministries are a direct extension of Christ’s ministry within
the Body of Christ. James also admonished those who minister to do
it with all the grace and ability given to them by God. The
Abundant Truth Ministry Study Series is designed to examine the
ministries given to the Church. It is our prayer that a greater
understanding and appreciation for the ministerial gifts be
achieved.






In this publication:

This teaching and study material is
designed to bring sobriety to the purpose of ministry in the
Kingdom. Ministry is a valuable part of the Kingdom. God anoints
individuals in the Church with ministries and gifts to glorify Him.
However, as the day of the Lord hastens, we find many believers
entering into ministry with wrong motives. In addition, others are
pursuing gifts for their own personal gain. Learn why God gives
gifts and ministries and how to avoid error. This study is derived
from 3 distinct works from the Abundant Truth International
Leadership Series: 1) He Gave Gifts Unto Men: God's Plan for
Ministry in the Kingdom 2) Motives in Ministry: Defining the Proper
Motives for Ministry and Service 3) Troubled on Every Side: How God
Uses People and Problems to Prepare Us for Ministry and Service It
is our prayer this study will aid those engaged in Christian
ministry. It is our prayer this study will aid those engaged in
Christian ministry.********



​Section 1
– God’s Plan for Ministry


​Lesson 1 –
Partakers of the Divine Nature

God’s mandate for ministry begins with
character. God gives us the authority and ability to minister to
help others mature and grow in Him. Ministry brings mankind back to
God’s original plan for them. His original plan was to have sons
and daughters. However, man fell through disobedience and God had
to provide another way for man to be conformed to His likeness and
image.

In this lesson, we will examine man’s
creation, man’s corruption, and man’s conformity to the image of
God. It is with this understanding that we can form the proper
foundation to comprehend God’s mandate for ministry.

Creation of Man

In the beginning, God plainly stated
His purpose for creating man. He wanted man to have His likeness
and image and have dominion and authority over all that He
created.

And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26)

God’s intent was for man to be like
Him. When Adam was created, he was made in the express image of
God. God’s intent has not changed. Therefore, when Adam failed, God
sent the last Adam who would bring man back into the presence of
God and fulfill the plan of creation: have man in God’s likeness
and image. We know that Christ came in the image of God. He
states,

Jesus saith unto him, have I been so
long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew
us the Father? (John 14:9)

Jesus came to redeem man. His life is
our example. He told Philip that if they had seen Him, they had
seen the Father. Therefore, Christ came to show us how to live as
God had originally created us to live. Paul referred to Christ as
the last Adam. This implied that where the first Adam failed, this
Adam would succeed. If we follow Him, we will succeed also. Christ
demonstrated what manner of people we were to be. Our lives should
demonstrate obedience to God while reflecting His very character
and nature.

In the Garden, God created man like
Himself and gave him a charge. He was to have dominion over all
that was in the earth. Today, we find that creation rebels against
man. In addition, we find that though man was destined to walk in
dominion, he walks in bondage to many influences. Therefore, God
places the ability to minister in man to facilitate
deliverance.

Corruption of Man

God created man in all righteousness.
However, we find that man was corrupted through disobedience. This
resulted in generations of people who walked in disobedience and
lived lives that were void of purpose and communion with God. That
same Adam, who was to be the standard for all creation after him,
disobeyed God.

And unto Adam he said, Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it
all the days of thy life. (Genesis 3:17)

Man’s fall resulted in a curse, whereby
all that followed were affected. Men and women born in the earth
became vulnerable to the trappings of sin and evil. Though man
fell, God’s plan and purpose for creating him never
changed.

Consequently, man’s corruption needed a
remedy. Therefore, God chose Israel to be His light in the earth.
Through their obedience to God, all the nations of the earth would
turn to God and be as He originally ordained.

For thou art an holy people unto the
Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special
people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the
earth. (Deuteronomy 7:6)

Though they were to be a light to the
Gentiles as God’s chosen people, they continually rebelled against
God. Therefore, God had to intervene again for the salvation of
man. Even though they failed, God’s original plan for man to be
made in His image remained.

Conformity of Man

God established the New Covenant upon
the person and work of Christ. Because of man’s corruption, God had
to give men the ability to be conformed to His image and likeness.
Christ came in the likeness of sinful flesh in order to deliver men
from the bondage of sin.

For what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans
8:3-4)

The above scripture states that the
result of His coming was that the righteousness of the law (God’s
standard for man) could be fulfilled or completed in men. The
indwelling presence of the Spirit gives men the ability to fulfill
the predestined will of God.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. (Romans 8:30)

The will of God is for men and women to
be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. He places individuals in
ministry to perform this task. When Paul listed the ministry
offices as recorded in Ephesians 4, he states that their purpose is
to cause the Church to come into the fullness of Christ’s
personality, not just His power.

His intention was the perfecting and
the full equipping of the saints (His consecrated people), [that
they should do] the work of the ministering toward building up
Christ’s body (the Church), [that if might develop] until we attain
oneness in the faith and in the comprehension of the full and
accurate knowledge of the Son of God; that [we might arrive] at
really mature manhood – standard height of Christ’s own perfection
– the measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ, and the
completeness found in Him. (Ephesians 4:12-13 Amplified)

God intended for ministers to develop
mature believers who reflect the nature of Christ. Ministry and
gifts are given to help men conform to the image of God. Our gifts
are to be used for this intent. We must remember that all ministry
points to Christ, not ourselves.

Challenge of Man

After we have received Christ in our
lives, the challenge that faces us is submission to ministry. If we
cannot meet this challenge, we will fail before we get started.
Ministry does not begin with preaching a sermon, laying hands,
prophesying, or praying. Ministry begins in us as we submit to the
ministry of the Spirit.
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