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PART ONE:
NONFICTION


Chapter 1: The Fox

“Children! I have an
exciting story to tell you,” exclaimed Miss Reader to her attentive
class. “You’ve enjoyed the stories about Lincoln, but there’s
another great president whose birthday falls in February. Do you
know who it is?”

A flurry of hands flew into the air as they
blurted out in one voice, “George Washington!”

“I was sure you’d know that, but he was given
another name by the British generals during the Revolutionary War
in 1776. As the commander of the Continental Army, Washington won
very few battles, but was widely respected as a master of retreat,
and became known as the ‘Fox.’ These retreats fooled the German
Hessians, who had been hired by the British to fight for them. They
let their guard down, causing them a great defeat in Trenton, New
Jersey, on December 26, the day after Christmas. This battle was
planned in this very area where we live.

“For almost two months prior to Christmas,
Washington had been retreating, always one-step ahead of the
British, from New York to Pennsylvania. The British thought he
would lay low for the winter after he’d again slipped through their
fingers. Washington was not only short on supplies, but his troops
had signed up for one year and their enlistment was up January
first. The British were confident he would no longer have an army
to wage war, but they had once again underestimated the ‘Fox.’

“Washington’s generals advised him that if
the revolution were to survive, his rag-tag army would need a
victory. He convinced close to 3,000 of his troops to remain six
weeks longer for $10 a piece. Since Washington planned to attack
the small community of Trenton, New Jersey, he needed to retain as
many men as possible. Townspeople from Trenton had reported that
the Hessians were going to celebrate Christmas on the 25th of
December, and their defenses would be weak.
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