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        Revenge by Love.

      

      

      

      
        
        Dear Steele,

        For so long, I've wanted to bare my secrets.

        Tell you of my longings.

        But her hatred will keep us apart.

      

      

      

      
        
        Dear Ava,

        I've waited for you for years.

        Now, you're finally ready.

        Nothing will stop me from making you mine.
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      For everyone who asked for more.
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      Dear Steele,

      I feel like I've known you my entire life, and it shouldn’t be shocking that I feel the way I do. I’m sure to you it would be, though. I know Heather would be pissed if she ever found out I’ve been in love with you for so long.

      Some days, I don’t even feel like we’re friends anymore. We just go through the motions, I guess. I’m not even sure I’m sad about it; I know she uses me.

      I’m sorry… that’s your sister. I shouldn’t complain. At least I’m not alone when I’m at school. She lets me sit with her friends instead of by myself.

      High school sucks. I remember watching you when we were younger. You were always so outgoing; people gravitated towards you like a beacon of light. I think that’s one reason I fell so deeply in love with you. You never once treated anyone with anything but respect. I never felt like an outsider with you around.

      I'm not sure when it happened, but over the past two years, I’ve gradually grown to love you. I’m sure my presence is not even a blip on your radar, but I always tried my best to be around when you were on leave. You’ve become such an exceptional man, and I’m already jealous of the woman who will one day steal your heart.

      I used to pay close attention to you when you came home. The way you moved was always with purpose. When your parents threw that huge pool party, I spent almost half the time faking sickness so I could watch you from the upstairs bathroom without being caught. Admiring as the water trickled down your firm muscles every time you left the pool filled my dreams for months. The way your skin would ripple with each stroke of your arms in the water never fails to make me shiver when I think about it.

      I miss you, Steele, so much. Things have gotten tense at home with my parents' impending divorce, and neither want to leave the house behind. I’m 18, so I don’t think they care too much about what happens with me. With graduation in just a few weeks and my acceptance to Berkeley, I don't have time to ponder whether they do or not. I just want out of here.

      I wish I could send you this letter. I wish I could confess my love for you face to face. I wish for so many things that will never be.

      Always yours,

      Ava

      Folding the letter I know I’ll never send but pull out often to read since writing it two weeks ago, I startle when Heather leans over my shoulder. “What’s that?” she asks.

      “Jesus, Heather,” I rush out, holding my filled hand to my heart. “Can’t you knock?” There’s a party tonight, and for some reason, she’s invited me.

      “So what is it?” She never can let anything go.

      Stuffing the paper in my underwear drawer, I reply, “Nothing important. Let’s go.”

      I shouldn’t have left the room first. I would have seen her go back for it. I would have found out her hatred for me was complete.

      I just shouldn’t have left first…
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      It’s been almost three weeks since I received Ava’s letter confessing her love for me, only I’m almost certain she wasn’t the sender. She’s right about Heather using her, though. My little sister went from funny and sweet to vindictive and cold-hearted overnight a couple of years back.
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