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It's been five years now that the tiny wrapped gift with a bright red bow sits alone in the corner of the room. Each year it gathers a little more dust as it witnesses the rise and fall of each new Christmas tree. Gifts come and go, get wrapped and unwrapped, but this one stays alone and virtually untouched. With each passing year the curiosity within me rises with anticipation of what could be inside that little package. I remember asking Mother about it the first year it was left unopened and all she did was look at me cross, tears streaming down. As I mentioned before that was five years ago, I was thirteen.

Two months ago I took down the tree and it bugs me to no end each time I see that little wrapped gift sit there next to the fireplace. The bright red bow beckons me to give one of its ties a little tug to start the unwrapping process. My anxiety and intrigue would have to wait because today is my eighteenth birthday, or would it? I can't seem to distract my mind from knowing what's inside.
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