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The ad had been simple, almost clinical: “Private math tutor, university senior, flexible hours, references available.” Jennifer clicked it because the boy’s head-shot looked harmless, clean-cut, the kind of face that belonged on a church youth-group flyer. His name was Mason Reed. Twenty-one, pre-med, 4.0 GPA. He answered her text within minutes, polite, punctual, eager. She liked that. She liked control.

Emily needed the help. Senior year calculus was shredding her confidence, and Jennifer refused to watch her daughter drown. Mark, her husband, had shrugged when she told him the cost. “Whatever you think is best, Jen.” That was Mark: agreeable, soft around the middle, always retreating to his study with spreadsheets and fantasy football. He paid the bills and stayed out of the way. It worked for them. Or it had.
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