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This e-book is copyright protected and is NOT
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Disclaimer and Legal Notice

 


This book has been written to provide useful
information on the Cavachon. It should not be used to diagnose or
treat any medical condition. For diagnosis or treatment of any
animal medical condition consult a qualified veterinarian. The
author and publishers are not responsible or liable for any
specific health or allergy conditions that may require medical
supervision and are not liable for any damages or negative
consequences from any treatment, action, application, or
preparation, to any person reading or following the information in
this book. References are provided for informational purposes only
and do not constitute endorsement of any websites or other sources
mentioned. We have no control over the nature, content and
availability of the websites listed.

 


While every attempt has been made to verify
the information shared in this book, neither the author nor the
affiliates assume any responsibility for errors, omissions or
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived
slights to any specific person(s) or organization(s) are purely
unintentional. The information in this book is not intended to
serve as legal advice.

 



 Foreword

 


If you are looking for a friendly, playful,
and people-loving dog breed that is great with kids, you need look
no further than the Cavachon. This is a crossbreed dog, also
sometimes referred to as a ‘designer’ dog. The breed was developed
by crossing a purebred Cavalier King Charles Spaniel with a Bichon
Frise, so it exhibits a combination of physical and personality
traits from both breeds.

 


You’ve made a wise choice in purchasing this
book, as many of the world’s top Cavachon breeders have been
involved in its creation. By the time you have finished, I am
certain that you will have all the information required to make
that all-important decision on whether the Cavachon is the right
breed for you.

 


My job as an expert trainer and professional
dog whisperer is to help you better understand your Cavachon and
eliminate behavioral problems before they get out of hand.

 


Yes, this is an exceptional and wonderful
breed with unique and endearing qualities, however it is vitally
important that you understand what makes these dogs different and
what they will need from you in care and companionship before you
proceed. That is the purpose of this book. No matter how cute
Cavachons are, they must only go to owners who can understand and
take responsibility for the breed’s emotional as well as physical
needs.

 


Being responsible in truly considering the
ramifications of any pet ownership is a huge part of being a good
owner. If you don’t do the hard thinking first, before the fun
starts, the dog is the one who will face the consequences of your
bad choice. However, if you choose wisely and well, taking into
consideration your needs and those of the Cavachon, you will have
one of the best canine companions you could ever hope to meet.

 


Certainly I believe that if you learn
everything you can about Cavachons, take a realistic look at your
life and home, and decide this is the breed for you, you will never
regret the decision.
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Chapter 1 – Meet the Cavachon

 


I’m assuming you have just gone out and
bought your new Cavachon puppy, but if you are still in two minds
about whether to get one, or perhaps another breed, don’t worry —
we are here to guide you with expert breeder advice along the way
so you really get to know the Cavachon in order to make the
decision.

 


Experienced breeders from all over the
world have kindly given their time to answer questions and give
their expert advice. You are about to benefit from literally
hundreds of years’ experience of breeding and living with
Cavachons.
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Photo Credit: Victoria Johnson of
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Here are some of the reasons Melanie
McCarthy of Cavachons From The Monarchy believes the Cavachon
is so special: “These loving and gentle creatures maintain their
‘puppy playfulness’ and ‘teddy bear’ looks into adulthood. In
addition, families also report that they are exceptional with
children, make wonderful therapy dogs, and do not bark unless it is
for a good reason.

 


“Today, it seems that there is a high
percentage of children, and of course, adults, with allergies, some
severe. Reports back from families indicate that Cavachons are
indeed hypo-allergenic and because of that, many children who
otherwise would not be able to own a pet are able to stay healthy
with their Cavachons, unlike their experience with most other
breeds!

 


“Having said that, it is worth saying that
there is no guarantee that every dog lover with allergies or other
health problems will be able to enjoy this feature of a Cavachon
and they may still become ill in the presence of a dog. We always
require families who report allergies to us ahead of time, to visit
us and handle Cavachon puppies in order to see how well they do.
Unfortunately there are people who will never be able to be around
any type of dog because of allergies or other reaction
problems.”
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Linda & Steve Rogers of Timshell
Farm list some of the best things about the Cavachon breed:

 


• Sparkly, happy disposition

• Gentler energy/activity level (playful and
fun but never hyper or yappy)

• Lower-to-no-shedding coats

• Loyal, loving natures – real ‘people’
dogs

• BEAUTIFUL faces – ‘Teddy Bear’ faces: which
is a wide face; shorter nose that is more square-shaped, not long
or pointy; large, round eyes that are wide spaced, longer ears with
little curls

• Athletic, agile little dogs that love to
hike, swim, go for walks, fetch, play…

• High trainability that comes from being
intelligent and very eager to please

• Hybrid vigor that minimizes the risk of
genetic faults by breeding two distinct purebreds (cleared of
genetic faults, of course, prior to breeding)

 


Crossbreeding dogs is by no means a recent
practice – humans have developed hundreds of different dog breeds
through selective breeding. Accidental breeding is also fairly
common and it sometimes results in crossbreeding. This being the
case, it is possible that the first Cavachon was born many years
ago but the purposeful crossing of the Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel to a Bichon Frise is fairly new, starting in the mid
1990s.

 


Keely
Wilkins of Ballyhara
says: “I have been asked so many times what
makes a Cavachon special. I have been raising them for over 15
years, and in that time period I have come to know these little
dogs intimately as the sweetest, most amiable, easy to deal
with and exuberant happy puppies/dogs that I have ever known. They
are not hyper, but have a joyful spirit and a zest for life. Their
love knows no bounds as they are always eager to please you. They
excel at being therapy dogs and really enjoy their job. They have
such a kind heart that they really help people and children who
have emotional issues.

 


“With two incredibly
amazing dogs put together, you get one fantastic combination of
both parents. They are incredibly smart and in my opinion fairly
easy to train as long as you're consistent; of course it is very
important to start with high-quality parents and to do your
research and make sure that the breeder has their dogs health
checked and tested for genetic issues.”

 


Linda & Steve Rogers of Timshell
Farm: “Cavachons became very popular around 2001…. and of
course, there are some breeders that do an exceedingly good job and
those who do not. This is a terrible thing for adoptive families,
especially those who don’t do a lot of research and fall in love
with a cute puppy, buy it, and then find out they are in terrible
trouble because they didn’t research the breeds, didn’t find out
about the particular genetic faults that follow each purebred, and
didn’t know that a cute puppy could turn into a CUJO-CHON because
the parents had terrible temperaments or mental disorders.

 


“It is important to note that having good
traits in a puppy is no accident. They must be carefully bred in or
infused into the mix, by having only the very best parent dogs,
tested and cleared for genetic faults and also
temperament-verified. A breeder should never use a parent dog with
any ‘issues’ whatsoever (nippy, shy/fearful, aggressive/too
assertive, hyper, yappy, overactive….) as these traits can come
through to the puppy, just like genetic health faults.”

 


Popularity Compared to Other Crossbreeds

 


The designer dog trend has been sweeping the
nation in recent years with crossbreeds like the Labradoodle and
the Cavachon gaining a serious following. The term ‘designer
dog’ is somewhat misleading because the term ‘designer’ is
usually applied to items that are expensive, made by a famous or
prestigious designer. In reality, designer dogs are just hybrids.
In this case, the term ‘designer’ is more accurately linked to the
word ‘fashionable’.

 


Though crossbreed dogs like the Cavachon will
likely never be accepted by major dog registration organizations
like the American Kennel Club (AKC) and the UK Kennel Club, there
are organizations out there specifically for crossbreed dogs:

 


American Canine Hybrid Club (ACHC)

http://www.achclub.com/

 


Designer Breed Registry
(DBR)

http://www.designerbreedregistry.com/

 


International Designer Canine
Registry (IDCR)

http://designercanineregistry.com/

 


Does It Matter That Cavachons Are a Crossbreed?

 


Without getting into the ‘politics’ of hybrid
dogs, the main thing you should know is that not everyone believes
in the benefits of crossbreeds. While it’s important to thoroughly
research any dog before you adopt, don’t let other people’s
opinions and biases affect your decision.

 


There are some breeders who feel that
crossbreeds are a ‘scam’, as they sometimes cost more than
purebreds without the selectively bred traits. These breeders also
don’t believe that crossbreeds are healthier than purebreds. Even
so, many people find that crossbreeds have more ‘vigor’ than
purebreds and are also less likely to show extreme behaviors.
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The theory is that the inbreeding amongst the
same gene pool over hundreds of years has bred into pure breeds a
multitude of diseases, cancers and bone ailments. Heterosis,
or hybrid vigor, is a scientific theory that when cross
breeding two purebred dogs, only the superior genes carry forward,
thus producing a significantly smarter and healthier dog. Some,
however, don’t believe this to be true, so the issue is
controversial in the dog breed world!

 


It’s vital to understand the possible traits
and characteristics of a puppy before you buy. While a Cavachon is
ideally bred for the Bichon Frise intelligence and low-shedding
coat and the Cavalier’s friendly attitude, there is no
guarantee that these traits will be passed on. It’s equally likely
that a puppy will receive the undesirable traits of both parent
breeds. The genetic characteristics of a crossbreed are essentially
a random mix between the two parents.

 


The appearance of a Cavachon can also vary.
Some mature to look like one of the parents rather than a mixture
of both. The size of the breed can also differ. It’s common for a
hybrid dog to be adopted because of its cute appearance, only to
grow up to look completely different.

 


According to online search statistics
gathered by DogTime.com, the top ten most popular hybrid dogs
are:

 


Cockapoo – Cocker Spaniel and Poodle

Maltipoo – Maltese and Poodle

Labradoodle – Labrador Retriever and
Poodle

Goldendoodle – Golden Retriever and Poodle

Maltese Shih Tzu – Maltese and Shih Tzu

Puggle – Pug and Beagle

Schnoodle – Schnauzer and Poodle

Peekapoo – Pekingese and Poodle

Yorkipoo – Yorkshire Terrier and Miniature
Poodle

Goldador – Golden Retriever and Labrador
Retriever

 


Based on this list, the Cavachon is not one
of the top ten most popular crossbreed dogs in the United States.
The fact that it is still a fairly new breed may be part of the
reason. It may also have something to do with the fact that Poodles
and Labrador Retrievers are consistently ranked within the top ten
most popular dog breeds (according to AKC registration statistics).
Because these breeds are so popular, crossbreeds of these breeds
are more common.

 


Breeding Cavachons – F1, F2, etc.

 


Crossing a purebred Bichon Frise with a
purebred Cavalier King Charles Spaniel will result in a litter of
puppies having a 50/50 mix of Bichon Frise and Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel blood.

 


If you breed two Cavachons, or a Cavachon
with a purebred Bichon Frise or Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, the
ratio will be different. When it comes to breeding hybrid dogs,
there is a definite structure and each type of breeding has its own
name.

 


F1 – A first generation hybrid is known as an
F1 – this is a direct result of breeding two purebred dogs of
different breeds. For example, a Cavachon resulting from mating a
purebred Bichon Frise and a purebred Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
would be an F1.

 


F2 – A second generation hybrid is known as an
F2 – this is the result of breeding two F1 dogs together. For
example, a Cavachon resulting from breeding two first-generation
(F1) Cavachons would be an F2.

 


F3 – A third generation hybrid is known as an
F3 – this is the result of breeding two F2 dogs together. For
example, a Cavachon resulting from breeding two second-generation
(F2) Cavachons would be an F3.

 


The list goes on and on with each subsequent
generation being labeled with the next number. In addition to the
crossings described above, hybrid dogs can also be ‘backcrossed’.
That is, a first-generation hybrid can be bred back to a purebred
dog of either parent breed. For example, an F1 Cavachon bred with a
purebred Bichon Frise or Cavalier King Charles Spaniel would
produce backcrossed puppies – these puppies would be labeled F1b.
To produce F2b puppies you would breed an F1 Cavachon to an F1b
backcrossed Cavachon.

 


Emma Nishigaki
of Utsukushi Kennel has extensively
researched the genetics of the Cavachon and is an expert on this
topic. She has some important advice: “It is essential that
Cavachons are only produced in F1 form i.e. a Cavachon should never
be bred from due to the autosomal recessive conditions of the
Cavalier.

 


“You MUST NOT have a
Cavalier gene on both sides even if both parents are tested
healthy. The Cavachon should never become a pedigree breed; to do
so would involve reintroducing all the complex diseases that a
Cavalier can suffer from.”

 


Jen Sweetman, owner of Bailey: “My
first piece of advice when buying a Cavachon would be to research
the health conditions that puppies can inherit from either parent,
mostly the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. I cannot stress enough
how important this is, it really is paramount. Buyers should
thoroughly research all genetic conditions and ensure both parents
of puppies have been tested and are clear of these awful
conditions. I feel so strongly about this that I wouldn't have a
puppy from non-health tested parents!”

 


Cavachon Personality and Temperament

 


So what defines your Cavachon’s character?
One factor is his temperament, which is an inherited trait,
and another factor is the environment in which your Cavachon
grows up. In a dog’s life, the first few months are deemed really
important. When the time comes that he becomes separated from the
litter, his reactions and responses to the world around him are a
reflection of how he has learned the essence of socialization.
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Photo Credit: Kenneth Lang of Multiply
Cavachons.

 


There is no denying the benefits that
your Cavachon gets from being introduced early to other dogs and
humans, along with different noises and smells. When a dog learns
how to feel comfortable in whatever type of surrounding he is in,
feelings of fear and anxiety can be eliminated. Otherwise these
feelings can cause a dog to display undesirable behavior such as
aggression.

 


Both Cavalier King Charles Spaniels and
Bichon Frise dogs are friendly, social, and affectionate, so you
can expect the same from a Cavachon. They tend to be active,
fun-loving dogs that form strong bonds with their owners. This
breed is friendly with other dogs but, depending how much Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel it has, the Cavachon may not get along with
birds or small household pets.

 


Victoria Johnson of Cosmic Cavachons &
Cavapoos says: “The Cavachon temperament is a combination of
the bubbly, mischievous Bichon Frise and the sweet, gentle Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel.”

 


Nichola Lack of Cracking Cavachons:
“Cavachons are happy little dogs, (they) want nothing more than for
you to love them. They enjoy walks and playing and also love being
fussed, so great lap dogs.”

 


The Cavachon is a playful companion
and a fun-loving breed which makes them an excellent choice for
families with children.

 


Because this breed is so social and
people-oriented it may not do well if left alone for long periods
of time. Cavachons that do not get enough attention have a higher
risk for developing problem behaviors and separation anxiety. If
you work a full-time job or do not spend a lot of time at home, the
Cavachon may not be the right breed for you. Having another
dog as a companion and playmate for your Cavachon may help, but
these dogs generally prefer human company. These dogs are very
eager to please which makes them highly trainable.

 


Linda & Steve Rogers of Timshell
Farm agrees: “Cavaliers are not suited to being left alone – it
is just part of their being so human-oriented. Bichons can become
more nervous and flighty if left alone for long periods. I think
Cavaliers become fearful and withdrawn if left alone.

 


“The Cavachon is definitely a loyal,
human-loving crossbreed but should not be left for long periods
alone, otherwise behavior issues can develop and then the breeder
gets a call from the owner wanting to know why the dog is acting
out. If they are with another puppy or dog, I think this can help,
but at least three visits during the day would be my minimum.
Options include doggy daycare, pet walker, someone coming home at
lunch or a neighbor puppy-sitting.”

 


Because the Cavachon is a crossbreed and
therefore not recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC), it
does not have an official breed standard. However we can
look at the parent breeds to give an idea of physical looks and
likely temperament.

 


All About the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

 


The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel has a
royal-sounding name and it does, in fact, have something of a royal
history. This breed is a small Spaniel typically classified as a
toy dog by both the American Kennel Club and the UK Kennel
Club.
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Photo Credit: Victoria Johnson of
Cosmic Cavachons & Cavapoos.

 


The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel remains
one of the most popular breeds in the UK due to its playful
and affectionate personality, and it is growing increasingly
popular in the United States. In 2009, the Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel barely made it into the top 25 for AKC registration
statistics. The breed’s popularity has been growing steadily,
however, climbing to 18 in 2013.

 


The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel is said to
be of average intelligence and, due to their hunting instincts,
they may be a threat to birds and small household pets.

 


The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel has an
undocked tail that hangs nearly to the ground. Though still
classified as a toy breed, the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
is one of the largest toy breeds and one of the smallest Spaniels.
According to the AKC breed standard, this dog should stand between
12 and 13 inches (30 to 33 cm) tall and weigh between 10 and 18
pounds (4.5 to 8.2 kg).

 


The coat of the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
is long and silky without curl, but some dogs may have slightly
wavy coats. Most specimens of the breed exhibit feathering of the
fur on the ears, feet, legs, and tail – this feathering is one of
the breed’s defining features. The breed standard dictates that it
be kept long.

 


The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel comes in
four different colors, according to the breed standard –
Blenheim, tri-color, black-and-tan, and ruby.

 


The Blenheim coloration is the most
common and it consists of chestnut white markings (typically on the
ears, face, back and legs) over a pearly white background. This
coloration is named for Blenheim Palace, the home of John
Churchill. Churchill raised the dogs that became the predecessors
of the modern Cavalier King Charles Spaniel with this type of
coloration.

 


Dogs with tri-color patterning exhibit
a black and white coloration with tan markings on the cheeks, ears,
eyebrows, inside the legs, and under the tail – this coloration is
sometimes referred to as Prince Charles.

 


The black-and-tan coloration consists
of a black body with tan highlights on the cheeks, eyebrows, legs,
and under the tail.

 


Ruby Cavalier King Charles Spaniels
exhibit chestnut coloration all over the body.

 


Cavalier King Charles Spaniel History

 


The exact origins of the Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel are unknown, but they are known to have descended
from various toy Spaniels that can be seen in 16th,
17th, and 18th century paintings by famous
artists like Lely, Gainsborough, Titian, and Van Dyck. The Spaniels
in these paintings exhibit several characteristics shown by modern
day Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, including a flat head and
almond-shaped eyes.

 


During the reign of King Charles II, toy
Spaniels were popular among the wealthier classes. In fact, King
Charles II himself was rarely seen without two or three toy
Spaniels at his heels. King Charles II even wrote a decree
requiring that King Charles Spaniels, as they were called at the
time, be allowed in all public areas – even the Houses of
Parliament.
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During the early years of the King Charles
Spaniel there was no recognized breed standard, so the type and
size of this breed varied. By the mid-19th century,
however, dog breeding and dog showing became more popular, so there
developed a need for a breed standard. At the time, toy Spaniels
with a flat face, undershot jaw, and domed skull with round eyes
and low-set ears became fashionable. As a result, the King Charles
Spaniel that was depicted in early paintings became almost
extinct.

 


In 1926, American breeder Roswell Eldridge
sought to revive the breed as depicted in those early paintings; he
searched far and wide all across Europe for foundation stock.
Because he was only able to find short-faced King Charles Spaniels,
he appealed to the Kennel Club and was granted permission to offer
prizes at the Crufts Dog Show for Spaniels of the Blenheim variety
that looked like the dogs depicted in paintings from King Charles
II’s time.

 


Unfortunately, the challenge was not taken
seriously by King Charles breeders. It wasn’t until 1928 that
someone was awarded the prize. The prize went to Ann’s Son, a dog
owned by Miss Mostyn Walker. During this same year, the Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel Club (CKSC) was founded. The club developed
the first breed standard for the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, and
the standard remains largely the same to this day.

 


The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel came to be
recognized by the Kennel Club in 1945 and was brought to the United
States a few years later. The first US-based breed club was founded
in 1954 and the breed was accepted for AKC registration as part of
the Miscellaneous class in 1954.

 


The AKC offered the Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel Club the position of ‘official breed club’ in 1992, but
members of the club resisted because they feared that it would
result in breeders straying from the breed standard. Several years
later, a few members from the CKSC formed a new club, the American
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club (ACKSC). The club was awarded
the status of parent club for the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel and
the breed was formally recognized by the AKC in 1995.

 


Cavalier Health

 


Unfortunately, the selective breeding of
Cavaliers has led to the development of a number of hereditary
health problems. These include Mitral Valve Disease – a
serious condition that can cause death or epilepsy – and a
condition affecting the spine called Syringomyelia.

 


These are serious conditions that can cause
widespread pain and early death. Mitral Valve Disease, in
particular, is of increasing concern amongst Cavalier breeders.
It’s a disease that affects (in varying degrees of seriousness)
about 50% of all purebred Cavaliers by the time they reach ten
years old, although MVD can be managed with medication. For this
reason, top breeders of Cavaliers should provide proof that a puppy
has healthy parents.

 


The Cavalier’s health problems are one of the
reasons why the Cavachon is becoming more popular. F1 Cavachons,
which are the direct offspring of a Cavalier, are thought to be
less likely to suffer from the breed’s genetic conditions, although
there is still debate about whether hybrid dogs are less likely to
suffer from genetic conditions. Whether designer puppies are
healthier or not, there is always a chance that a Cavachon will
inherit genetic conditions.

 


The Cavalier Temperament

 


There are few breeds that can match the
unassuming friendliness of the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel.
Cavaliers seem to love everybody and always want a stroke or cuddle
from strangers. This makes them excellent family pets, but poor
guard dogs.

 


Cavaliers are intelligent dogs that are happy
to please, however they do have a ‘mind of their own’, to which
many Cavalier owners will attest! This means they need to be
properly trained using positive reinforcement techniques to avoid
developing bad behaviors such as ignoring commands.

 


Many people think that Cavaliers are quiet
dogs. This is not always the case. While some Cavaliers won’t bark
even if an intruder enters the home, others love nothing more than
to bark manically at the smallest noise. A parent Cavalier with a
barking tendency often passes this trait down to its offspring. If
possible, spend some time with the Cavalier parent before adopting
a Cavachon to see whether it’s prone to barking.

 


Cavaliers are companion dogs that are
happiest when spending time with humans and other dogs. They
shouldn’t be left in kennels or by themselves for long periods of
time and need plenty of attention. The dogs do, however, make great
apartment pets, provided they get daily exercise.

 


All About the Bichon Frise

 


The Bichon Frise is a very recognizable
breed, known for its small size and fluffy white coat. These dogs
have a compact body structure with a rounded skull and curled tail.
The Bichon Frise typically weighs between 10 and 20 lbs. (5 to 10
kg) at maturity and stands 9 to 12 inches (23 to 30 cm) high at the
withers.

 


These dogs are sometimes mistaken for
miniature Poodles because their coats are so similar - in fact the
Bichon Frise does share several similarities with the Poodle. The
Bichon Frise has dark, round eyes and a black nose with well-furred
drop ears.

 


The coat of this breed is dense and curly but
it does not shed much because loose hairs get caught in the coat
rather than falling to the ground. This being the case, the Bichon
Frise is sometimes referred to as a hypoallergenic breed. This is
not completely true, because the dog does shed (although minimally)
and it still produces dander. There is technically no such thing as
a hypoallergenic dog (unless it has no hair at all), but the Bichon
Frise is less likely to cause a problem for allergy sufferers.

 


Though white is the most common color for
Bichon Frise dogs, they also come in apricot or gray.

 


The Bichon Frise’s coat can be cut in several
different ways depending on whether the dog is being kept as a pet
or trained for show. The Show Cut is the most recognizable option
and it involves letting the coat grow long and full, then trimming
and shaping it to follow the contours of the dog’s body. The Puppy
Cut is a shorter style with the hair trimmed close to the body,
leaving it longer on the head and tail. The Panda Cut is between
the Show Cut and the Puppy Cut – the hair is trimmed and shaped to
follow the contours of the dog’s body but it is shorter than the
Show Cut and longer than the Puppy Cut.
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