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The God Debate 





The God debate was in full swing when Father Quinn arrived at the auditorium. He made his way to his allotted row, squeezed past the other seekers of truth and sat down. The aches in his back and the stiffness in his knees made their usual complaints but he just smiled as the pain shot through his increasingly fragile body. 

He never complained about the hurting. Whenever it got too bad he just put his hands together, told himself suffering was part of living and that many people in the world were far worse off than he was.

He turned his attention to the panel.

Each of the four speakers was a leader in their field, the brain power on display as formidable as four glass towers dominating the London skyline, casting their shadows over the streets below. 

The format was simple. Each of the four were given three minutes to explain their perspectives, followed by adjudicator and audience questions. Then the final vote to see if anybody had changed their minds, to see if anybody had been convinced by the power of the rhetoric they had all come to experience. Was the power of The Lord still in retreat?

Father Quinn had missed the starting vote that had opened proceedings, but never mind. He was interested in the detail of the arguments. He’d arrived too late to listen to Professor Stephen Dixon from Harvard – speaking for the unbelievers – and Professor Daniel Dyer was already in full throttle on behalf of God. After thirty years as a priest, the Father found himself once again looking for answers, searching for belief.

Dyer had published several books on evolution, artificial intelligence, and the Big Bang – all demonstrating, at least to believers, that a rational perspective, deep learning and an honest look at the latest science had tipped the scales of scientific knowledge toward proof of a creator's existence. His fluency and ability to turn complex ideas and data into language the layman could easily grasp made him a formidable debater.

‘Just think about artificial intelligence,’ enthused the professor, ‘the only other example of intelligence we have outside of biological life. What’s behind it?’ The question was, of course, rhetorical. Dyer already had the answer. ‘Code. Complex code that tells it how to behave, multiple sets of parameters that guide its every move. Exactly the same thing that dictates human form and behaviour. DNA in all its beauty and complexity is essentially just code, a series of instructions remarkably similar to AI computer code.’ 

The professor paused to stare at the audience before hitting home with his key point. ‘To create code you need a creator. The example of AI shows us that to create intelligence you need a guiding hand. DNA is code and the only way to create it is with an intelligent, designer. Any true scientific observation must conclude that we have been created.’

Cheers from the believers. A spot of tut-tutting and nods of disapproval from the  atheists.

‘Evolution is just random. The whole thing is just random chance,’ heckled a disgruntled non-believer.

‘Please, please,’ interjected the adjudicator, ‘we will have time for questions later. Can I ask everyone, again, not to interrupt the speakers while they are making their main presentations.’

‘It’s ok,‘ said Dyer, ‘I’ll deal with that one now.’

‘The universe, we know, is around 13.8 billion years old. I’ve done the math. The chances of advanced DNA lifeforms like us developing randomly in that timeframe are trillions and trillions and trillions to one. So distant it may as well be zero. No amount of infinite monkeys on infinite typewriters could even come close. It would take them trillions of years to produce a correctly structured sentence. Producing coded DNA strings by chance is impossible. The science and the math prove the existence of God.’

The heckler, who hadn’t done the math and wasn’t as verbally fluent as the supremely confident professor, lowered his head and kept quiet.  

The next speaker was called. Professor Jacob Cooper – who preferred to be called Jake – had a complete understanding of Darwinian and post-Darwinian evolutionary theory and waxed lyrical about the beginning of life, DNA and natural selection before coming to the opposite conclusion of the previous speaker. At the end of his talk the non-believers gave him a rousing ovation and the others kept quiet.

The adjudicator summed up and announced it was time to move to questions. 

‘When selected, please stand up, state your occupation if you are inclined to, and ask your question. Just questions, please, and try to keep them short so we can get to as many people as possible.’
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