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After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.  

Revelation 7:9 
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Race, Unity, and Multiculturalism
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Race, unity, and multiculturalism in the church have become major issues in the last few decades in the UK. The rise in numbers amongst many churches due to an influx of other races especially African Christians, has had a major impact on church growth in London and in UK towns in general. This increase in church attendance has been very welcome, but there have been attendant issues that have also surfaced. Race and culture issues in Christian communities have become more pronounced, and dealing with these emerging concerns is critical. An example is that many of the black majority churches have remained black, which is highly questionable in English cities, towns, or communities with a majority of white people. 

The same can be said of some Asian, South American, or Polish churches, which have remained homogenous or monoracial. The high mixture of races in the workplace, in education, and in sports is not often reflected in churches. This book seeks to answer the question of how we can achieve more multiracial churches in London, the wider UK, and in other nations. The book will accomplish this by examining how race affects churches and whether churches should be multiracial, as well as what the church can learn about racial diversity in civil or public organisations. This question will also be examined by looking at the effects of culture on these multiracial churches and how they can be made positive to achieve the benefits of diversity. This book presumes that far more needs to be done by churches to achieve multiracial churches.
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Race, Church, and the Challenge

Many churches often comprise mainly one race despite being in a multiracial area. The church should be reaching out and serving the community, encompassing all races, but many remain confined to a single race, which is a cultural comfort zone. The bible is clear that we are all one body, no matter the race, nationality, or creed.1 Corinthians 12:13 “For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink”. Colossians 3:11 states that in the new life found in Christ, “there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, or free; instead, Christ is all and is in all.” In many churches, there is often little or no effort to reach other races in unity. According to Fennell Okuwobioneya, diversity in churches goes against conventional wisdom that successful congregations, measured mainly by attendance, are racially homogenous ones. 
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