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        Inspired by Tim Gow’s A to Z of Wargaming series of posts, I wrote an “A to Z” series of blog posts around the theme of AFVs (Armoured Fighting Vehicles). To mark History Writers Day 2022, I've edited the posts and collated them into this free book.

      
        History Writers Day is a virtual Twitter Christmas Market for history-related books, both fiction and non-fiction. It's organised by @Books2Cover, which is well worth a follow if you don't do so already.
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            A: ANTONOV A-40
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      When I started writing this series, I hoped to find some interesting subjects. I think it’s fair to say that the Antonov A-40 flying tank qualifies as interesting. Airborne troops can be vulnerable, because they can’t use heavy support weapons or vehicles. The A-40 was an attempt to address this problem, and provide them with some armoured support. The Soviet Union had previously experimented with dropping vehicles by parachute, but was not satisfied with this method, since the crews had to be dropped separately, and may land some distance from their vehicle.

      The A-40 was a T-60 light tank with the addition of glider wings, fuselage and tail. Only one flight was attempted, in September 1942, during which the towing aircraft had to release the glider early, due to excessive drag. The glider was flown down to the ground without any problems, and after removing the glider attachments, the tank was driven back to base. Although the tank did fly and land safely, the idea was dropped. Eventually, the Soviet Union managed to perfect dropping BMDs by parachute with their crews inside.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            B: BISHOP
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      During the western desert campaign in the early part of World War II, the British were impressed by the German self-propelled guns, and decided that they needed something similar. A requirement was issued for a self-propelled 25 pounder gun-howitzer. By August 1941 a prototype was ready, which had a simple boxy superstructure on top of a Valentine tank chassis. An order was placed for 100 vehicles, although the vehicle didn’t impress crews in theatre. The superstructure was very large, making it an obvious target, and the gun had limited elevation, limiting its range to about half that of the towed version. The choice of an infantry tank hull meant that it was also rather slow.
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