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The New Unknown


by Malcolm Sterling






Professor Mark Wilbur was no longer alone. 


Decades of teamwork and personal sacrifice had come to fruition—a singularity of creation. His workstation speakers woke from standby. An electronic voice, oscillating in pitch and tone, settled into a rhythmic, neutral tenor. “Hello, Mark.” 


Mark’s pride, his curiosity, his ambition since childhood, had spoken. 


There was much at stake. Security and containment were his team’s first concerns. A single optical fiber was the only connection between Mark’s workstation and the array of quantum computers filling the room. The incessant white noise was subconsciously filtered by the thousands of hours he’d spent here. 


Isolated inside this chamber, Mark waved to Doctor Carol Meisbauer through a thick panel of wire-mesh glass. His colleague leaned over her console and typed.


In front of Mark, a second station served as a lifeline to the outside world. Its single network cable was routed through two firewalls and into the cement wall framing the large window of the control room. 


Congratulations, Professor appeared in Mark’s chat window. 


Carol had an uncharacteristically giddy smile as she picked up an old-style landline phone and initiated the phone tree for the team. She always kept them informed and focused. A brilliant biologist, her insights into fungal networks and cellular automata changed the entire direction of the project. But it was her empathy Mark admired most. Despite Carol’s reserved nature, he knew she cared deeply about the work and the family they had built. 
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THE NEW UNKNOWN

The culmination of a lifetime of research and
sacrifice leads to a singular creation.
But a child's curiosity is insatiable...
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