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INTRODUCTION

Joe Mynhardt

I’ve run out of space for books. But that doesn’t mean I’ll ever stop perusing through my own bookcase (closets), or ever run out of story ideas. It’s in this coming together of knowledge learnt from reading stories and writing stories, that our true talents will come to the fore. 

With hard work, of course. 

Hard work made easier with the support of other authors. One of the best things about working in this industry is the people you meet (and the free books). Authors are great people, and if your journey is anything like mine, you learned how to write from other authors. I hope you’ll take the time to give back. 

That’s why this Writers on Writing series is so important. It’s the source of honest and straight forward writing advice from those who live it every day. Those who have been doing it for decades, those who teach it and make a living from it. 

Our worlds are not so small anymore when it comes to the lonely life of an author—thank goodness those days are over. Yet the world is smaller in the sense of reaching out to other authors and artists. We need to support each other and keep this industry growing. Keep talent alive. Be the best authors and people we can be. 

I know every author in this book on a personal and professional level, and I take the time to show them my support, just as they support Crystal Lake Publishing. And I hope to get to know all of you soon. 

This is Writers on Writing!

Joe Mynhardt

Publisher & Editor

Crystal Lake Publishing


THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE GODS: 11 SIGNPOSTS FOR GOING ALL THE WAY

Brian Hodge

The first half of this essay debuted in Writers On Writing Volume 1. It primarily addressed your mental game of work habits and mindsets. You and the words and the empty page, and the self-defeating futility of measuring yourself against other writers—what they’ve done and how they’ve done it—rather than trusting yourself to walk your own path in your own timeframe.

That’s the whole point of this piece: building a mental and behavioral foundation that serves you, that keeps you in the game for the long haul rather than burning out or sabotaging yourself from the inside.

Here, in the second part, we mainly look at you, the writer, as a social being, in your life and career beyond the page.

(7) Never Pee on Electric Fences or Argue with Readers

In the mood for an evening of cheap, train-wreck entertainment? Go to Goodreads and look out for the writers who’ve decided to fight the good fight against their readers. Bring popcorn.

Spoiler alert: This never ends well.

You know how many writers come out on top in these exchanges? Exactly none of them. Even George R.R. Martin doesn’t look all that good lately, issuing open letters to justify the things that a few vocal Game of Thrones readers and viewers have decided merit Berserker-grade outrage levels. He’s sitting on a monumental achievement that still needs to be finished. He doesn’t need the distractions and doesn’t need to stoop.

Yes, criticism hurts, even when it’s valid and thoughtful and free of deliberate antagonism. When it’s ignorant and ill-informed and mean-spirited and delivered with gleefully vicious malice, it’s infuriating. Even all-consuming. It can ruin days of your life, if you let it.

So make a conscious choice to not let it. No matter how badly you want to pick up that gauntlet and start swinging, don’t. Because you. Will never. Win.

I don’t care what they say. I don’t care how wrong they get it, or how cruel they are. I don’t care how badly they mischaracterize you.

Even adoring readers get it wrong sometimes. As for the ones who treat criticism as a blood sport, they’ll never see it your way. Attempting to take them on at their own game is like diving into a latrine pit to punch at phantoms that feed on your efforts at hitting them back.

The world abounds with vicious little trolls. They all can smell blood and come running when they do. Trolls draw nourishment only from attention and other people’s anguish. There’s an unlimited number of them and only one of you. You will never vanquish them, never get them to admit they were wrong, never bring them to your way of thinking.

The only thing you stand to accomplish is looking as bad as they do, in the eyes of reasonable readers.

It doesn’t matter who doesn’t get it, who doesn’t get you. What matters is who does. So don’t alienate the ones who do—and the ones who might—by taking on the ones you’ll never win over in the first place.

(8) Rage Goblins, Professional Suicide, and Other Sorry Spectacles

There’s a question that often comes to mind when I observe writers in the wild. By which I mean online: “How fucking hard is it to remember Patrick Swayze’s Rule #3 from Road House: Be nice?”

Insurmountably hard, apparently.

Social media sites are what we make of them: a useful tool, a fun meeting place, or a theater of the grotesque. The magic of the Internet is that it can turn the pastiest basement-dwelling troglodyte into a tiger, and it’s largely a consequence-free zone.

Robert E. Howard would’ve understood: “Civilized men are more discourteous than savages because they know they can be impolite without having their skulls split.”

To be sure, being a rude prick will get you noticed. But will it attract readers? Maybe. I don’t know. Will it lose you readers, or discourage them from ever giving you a try? Count on it.

There’s a silly metric that gets dragged out every U.S. presidential election, about which candidate voters would rather have a beer with. It may be irrelevant nonsense come voting day, but if you don’t think a similar thought process actually does go on with a wide cross-section of readers, you haven’t been paying attention.

Yes, there’s that never-ending debate about separating the artist from the art. Meanwhile, in the pragmatic world, readers have a mile-long buffet of options to choose from, and a lot of them have a professed aversion to sitting down with a writer who comes off like someone they’d cross the street to avoid. They’d rather crack the work of someone who doesn’t come with a ton of negative associations.

You know who else might be paying attention? Editors and publishers. Guess what. They don’t want to deal with this crap either.

Here’s a brief list of strategies and tactics I’ve seen writers employ to lose readers and alienate peers:


	
Relentlessly shilling product without ever engaging with anyone.



	
Spamming other people’s pages and sites with ads for their work.



	Talking down to everyone like pedantic lecturers convinced they’re forced to contend with lowly peons and peabrains.
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