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To every soul who has ever felt silenced— May these pages echo your courage, witness your pain, and honor the moments you dared to break through the darkness.

For the warriors who speak their truth, for those who listen with open hearts, and for the gentle whispers that grow into mighty voices— this book is for you.

May Shatter Silence remind you that your story matters, your voice deserves to be heard, and together, we forge hope from heartbreak, and light from silence.

With deepest respect and solidarity, we dedicate this collection to you.
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With deepest gratitude, we celebrate the voices that have breathed life into Shatter Silence. This collection would not exist without the courage, wisdom, and artistry of our featured poets—each of whom has generously shared their heart and truth within these pages.

To Rolanda Pyle, Shanette Johnson, Little Unique Parker, Cheryl Northern Legrand, Charlotte Simon, Micheylnn Moss, and myself—thank you for your unwavering commitment to storytelling, your vulnerability, and the light you bring to our community. Your words resonate with power and purpose, inviting readers to listen, reflect, and rise.

Thank you to our families, friends, and mentors who inspired, encouraged, and uplifted us on this creative journey. Your support has been the wind beneath our wings.

We also extend our gratitude to Aspiring Authors Magazine & AAALAC for believing in this vision and providing a platform for these essential voices.

Most of all, thank you to our readers. We hope these poems speak to your soul and inspire you to shatter your own silences.
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The combination of authors in this collection of poetry is nothing short of amazing. The bravery it took to expose the raw emotions & experiences were handled with such care. The expressions and songs that are shared here will resonate with its readers. It will give you a sense of hope, it will show you that you too can have courage, and it will allow you to feel you have been seen...and for some it will be for the first time. These seven authors have turned their pain into passion and their passion into purpose. In the spirit realm the #7 often symbolizes completion and spiritual awakening, once you’ve explored the humbleness and the awareness of the seven journeys that are presented to you in this book, please share with us what will you have completed and what type of spiritual awakening will you have? Hopefully you will obtain an elaboration of one’s self.

The Poetress
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There are moments when words become the very lifelines we cling to—moments when silence is suffocating and the only way forward is to speak, to write, to release. Shatter Silence was born from these moments. This collection is not simply an anthology of poetry; it is a brave gathering of truth-tellers, each daring to transform silence into sound, wounds into wisdom, and pain into power.

As you journey through these pages, you are invited into the intimate spaces of each poet’s story—their heartbreaks and hopes, their confessions and celebrations. These poems are the fruit of courage and vulnerability, proof that when we name our truths, we not only heal ourselves but also offer light to others still searching for their voice.

We offer Shatter Silence as both a refuge and a call to action—a space for healing, reflection, and, above all, a reminder that no one is ever alone.
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Shatter Silence brings together the insightful and resonant voices of Rolanda Pyle, Shanette Johnson, Little Unique Parker, Cheryl Northern Legrand, Charlotte Simon, Micheylnn Moss, and myself. Our purpose is simple, yet profound: to break the silence surrounding our experiences, to empower others to do the same, and to honor every journey toward self-discovery and healing.

In a world that too often rewards silence and shuns vulnerability, these poems stand as defiant acts of courage. Each work is an offering—a testimony that our stories, in all their complexity, are worthy of being witnessed and celebrated. The themes you will find within these pages swirl with strength and sorrow, love and loss, resilience and transformation.

May these verses encourage you to listen, to reflect, and perhaps to find the bravery to shatter your own silence. May they remind you that every voice matters, and that together, we can transform even the quietest pain into collective power and hope.

Welcome to Shatter Silence. Welcome to your own becoming.
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	Is there a particular experience or emotion you’ve found too difficult to write about—something that still waits for its moment on the page?
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POETRESS KECIA

Kecia Bolden Smith—widely known as “The Poetress'—isa
celebrated spoken word artist and author whose work uplifts.
encourages,and reminds audiences that love. in all1ts forms,
i Worth Speaking aloud. With an artistry rooted in
compassion and clarity. she erafts bespoke poems and
performs at life's most meaningful moments, (rom intimate
birthday dinners (o unforgettable weddings. Her debut
collection, Prectous The Poctress (2031).lanched as an
Amazon 41 New R d reached 43 on the Best Seller
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and feariess. As the foreword wiiter
Poctress brings her gift for (ruth-telling
sirivors Whileihviing clery reader {nto heating an
wholeness. She continues to create work that celebrate:
connection, restores dignity.
sheaspires io hecome a New
For bookings and collaborations, conneet w
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Website: www poetressfaith.com
Facebook: Poetress Kecia
Instagram: Poetress.kecia

TikTok: Poetress kecia

YouTube: @Kecia bolden7740





