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      "The History of Ancient Egypt" is a series of books to tell the historical stories of Ancient Egypt, and the stories run through the whole of Ancient Egypt. This book “The Hellenistic Period" is the twelfth episode, it is the last one. The content includes King Alexander the Great of Macedonia, the Ptolemaic dynasty, The End of Egypt, etc. There is more exciting content in the book is looking forward to your reading.
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        The extent of the empire of Alexander the Great

      

      The history of Ancient Egypt is one of the pieces of art that is inexhaustive due to its wideness in political, economic, and cultural diversity, but what we have covered tries to cut across what is already known. The Hellenistic Period as it has been put by the Historians is the last part of Egyptian history. The Hellenistic Period, therefore, is a period that came after Alexander the Great took over the control of the country in the 29th dynasty having ousted Darius II of the Persian empire that was in its worst form. The name Hellenistic Period was used largely in the European and Near Asian Ancient Empires due to the spread of the Hellenic culture all over these ancient regions. This came as a result of the spread of the Greek culture in these regions especially after the power and influence that came with Alexander after he took over as the new most influential man. This is a period that Egypt did not experience the freedom of being ruled by their native kings but they were overshadowed by the kings from Macedonia. It was during this period that the kings from the time of Alexander the Great changed from one to the other especially after Alexander was murdered.

      

      It is considered and agreed that this period started at 323 BC a time that Alexander the Great met his untimely death. But before he died, he left behind quite some history that we covered in the Late Period, although shallowly, it covered most of his works, especially in Egypt. It is a period that can be politically described as a time of squabbling and disunity among the successors of Alexander who perhaps thought that life would be simple without him. The successors who were referred to as Diadochi among other accomplices for some decades that followed rarely agreed easily on who was the rightful king and thus changed from one king to the other and sometimes find themselves in a war that never solved a thing. It is from this that Rome as well as on the rise and its political presence was now felt all over the kingdoms and fully occupied and settled their politics in Rome before they started spreading. Towards the end of this period, you will realize that Rome had gone to an extent of occupying most of the territories in the Ancient world including Europe, Syria, and Egypt. Let’s have a look at what transpired at the beginning of this period before we get the ball rolling to the occurrence that led to the end of Ancient Egypt.

      

      The Hellenistic Period came after the end of the Late Period of Egypt that lasted between 525-332 BC and that was preceded by the Third Intermediate Period which had lasted between 1069-525 BC. The end of the Late Period came after Ancient Egypt was taken from the control of the Persians who had controlled the country for a good period of the Late Period. You will find that the Late Period and the Hellenistic Period being talked of in that same chapter in some books while they put the Ptolemaic Period as the last dynasty in Ancient Egypt, but the basis of the story remains the same, so, worry not. Since the coming of the Persians, this period until the end of the Ancient Period is referred to as the final decline of the Egyptian culture for, they did not experience too much of the leadership that they used to experience in the past. The Late Period was a moment of drama in the politics of the country for the power showdown that was put forward between the Egyptians and the Persians. The Persians managed to fully rule in Egypt in the 31st and the 27th dynasty while the Egyptians had a brief rule for themselves in the 30th dynasty before the Persians took over again and finally came Alexander the Great.

      

      For simplicity of understanding, the Late Period runs between dynasties twenty-seven and thirty-first, although others date it back to the mid-twenty-sixth dynasty depending on their reasons. Those that say that the Late Period was dated back to the 26th dynasty base their argument on the Assyrian conquest in Egypt and the role they played in the unification of the country especially from the spoils of the Third Intermediate Period. This is however inconsequential to the history that we shall cover. Let us look shallowly where things started until Egypt found themselves under the rule of Macedonians and Roman kings.

      

      The Late Period was clear evidence of a decline in the power that the Egyptians had in the past such as the New Kingdom before the coming of the Third Intermediate Period, which is considered as the Egyptian history epilogue since it is the start of the decline in Egyptian culture and the Late Period comes as an extension to the same. The Egyptians were however in no way fond of the new system under the Persians despite the success in their economic situation during this time. This came because the Persians such as Amyrtaeus, who ruled in the 28th dynasty, among others in the later dynasties such as Nectanebo I and II admired the culture that was observed by the Egyptians. Apart from ruling the country, these pharaohs participated in a great way in the economic and social status of the country for they did not only participate in battles but also in building projects during the times of peace.

      

      The coming of the Persians to the Egyptian empire was a result of the power they had gained especially after the loss of control by the Assyrians and their provinces which were now under their control. It is said that initially the Persians had no aim of attacking the Egyptian empire but they were provoked by an insult from the Egyptian king by then, Amasis in the 26th dynasty. The king of Persian at this time was a man known as Cambyses and due to the power, that he possessed believed he would order other kings for favors without any questions. He thus demanded that he wanted to marry Amasis’s daughter for them to have a political agreement as it was in those days, where marriage signified a political truce. Amasis despite knowing the gravity of the situation was not ready to wed his daughter to a foreigner and thus hatched a plan where he took the daughter of his predecessor, Apries, instead and gave her to Cambyses as if she was her own. Cambyses however came to know of this plan and he was very annoyed and thus organized on attacking Egypt. This however seems just like a cover story that Cambyses used as an excuse to attacking Egypt for at which rate, he was taking kingdoms, he would eventually attack and take control of Egypt.

      

      The Persians had heard of the power that Egyptians had when it came to battle especially considering the show that they presented in the past against the Assyrians, despite defeat they had held them long enough in both sea and land. Cambyses having known of their tactics is where he used some of the Egyptian cultures against them. When the D-day came, the Egyptians proved that they were strong enough to resist Cambyses’s army and thus wouldn’t move an inch at the battle of Pelusium. He thus ordered his men to paint their armories with black cats which meant a bad omen against the Egyptians and this led to them losing their ground and finally were defeated by the Persian army. When he defeated the Egyptian army, like was not enough went forward to destroy the temples including the Apis bull and within a short period, most of the Egyptian monuments including temples were destroyed.

      

      Cambyses upon settling in Ancient Egypt tried to paint a different picture of him in Ancient Egypt. According to one of his generals, Wediahor-Resne, Cambyses was an admirer of the Egyptian culture and it for this reason that he conquered Egypt in the first place. However, despite the Cambyse's actions, he seems like an honorable man for him at one point listened to his man, Wediahor-Resume, and stopped destroying the religious buildings in Egypt. He even agreed on moving his army that was stationed at the temple of Neith in Sais to allow the Egyptians to continue with their religious doings. The Egyptians believed that the presence of soldiers around this temple was not only an insult but also offensive to their gods.

      

      Later, although at the time Egypt had yet settled on his rule, sent an expedition to the Kush kingdom. Here, although he was not able to completely conquer this kingdom for the fears that the Egyptians might turn against him for his authority had yet stabilized in the country took control of some parts of the country. He thus only managed to set up a trading center at the third cataract. This became a very important point of trade and became one of the most prosperous points where the Nubians, Egyptians, and Persians did trade and ended up exchanging culture between them. The main target of all this from the beginning was taking control of the famous Monroe city in Nubia. However, despite his mission seeming to be a successful one in the meantime, he changed plans due to the instability of Egyptian politics and he was forced to turn around so that he would first deal with the issues that would jeopardize everything that he had worked for. He thus turned back to Nubia and the mission never ensued again.

      

      On the third month of the year 522 BC, there rose a man who was named Smerdis, who pretended to be Cambyses brother and led a rebellion back in Persian in favor of him. This news did not sit well with Cambyses and thus he hurriedly gathered his men and led them back to Persia. However, he never came to meet this man for enroot to Persia it is believed that Cambyses fell off from his horse and injured his leg with his knife and the scar became severe making him extremely ill and led to his death. The funny thing about this story is that most people had no idea that the man that was calling himself Smerdis was not the real Smerdis. This is because Cambyses back in the early days in power eliminated Smerdis by killing him in secret and he was sure of this but the people never knew about it. He had thus had to go back and deal with this pretender but death cut his mission short and never got a chance to meet him. The man behind this plot was named Gaumata but despite the death of the man that he would have loved to see dead so that he would take advantage and become the king, he was ousted and killed by another man who was named Darius and became the next king in Persia and all its provinces henceforth. The man became so popular among the people due to his aggressiveness when it came to attacking his enemies and thus, he got the name Darius the Great.

      

      Barely four years after he rose to power, Darius planned for the first-ever invasion in Greece that is popularly known as the battle of Marathon. The battle happened in a place known as Marathon and thus its name. The Persian forces led by Darius were the first to attack the Greeks who were caught by surprise but they were able to organize themselves within the short window they had under their commander named Miltiades. The Persians had pushed the Greeks to the extreme and they were sure that they were winning, however, the Greek army under Miltiades reorganized his small remaining squad and lured the Persians to a ground that they held the advantage and within no time the Persians were defeated and forced to retreat.

      

      Back in Egypt, unlike his predecessor, Darius chose to rule his province from Persia. In Egypt, he placed his trusted men to look after it as Satraps. He however visited Egypt at least twice but due to reasons only known to him preferred to rule it from far, but despite this, he was a great admirer of the Egyptian culture and religion and thus immediately after ascending to the throne commanded the reconstruction of the damaged temples and recommended them to the gods of Egypt, especially Isis. In general, he is believed to have been a gentler ruler in his provinces than his predecessor, Cambyses. Darius however was later killed by his men after they thought that he had grown old and incapable of leading the country any better.

      

      Later in history, the second Persian invasion in Greece was led by his son, Xerxes I. The main aim of this war was to revenge on the loss of the first war especially considering the humiliation that Darius and his army faced considering that they thought they were winning. Xerxes thus dedicated a good time of his reign in the fight against the Greeks as well as other provinces that seemed to side with the Greeks such as Egypt at the time. Things did not however go as Xerxes would have hoped. Later he was badly defeated in the battle of Salamis and this made him give up on any other form of foreign affairs and concentrated on building projects on his turf.

      

      In Egypt, despite a good beginning, he faced some challenges towards the end of his reign when there rose a man named Inaros, who was from Libya with links to the Saite dynasty, led a revolt against the Persians and he was determined to save the Egyptians from the rule of the Persians. Inaros became stronger due to the support that he received from Athens and this caught the Persians by surprise and it was so strong for them to manage to stop it. It is during this time that Xerxes died and succeeded by Artaxerxes I who came at a time that he had to face the revolt in Egypt, which was so strong that it took him six years to deal with.

      

      Inaros was the son of Psamtik who had reigned in the Saite Dynasty and one of the most respected kings in Ancient Egypt. After the coming of the Assyrians, Psamtik fought so hard to regain control of the country but his efforts did not pay off forcing him to ditch his efforts. His son now was looking to accomplish this through the help he was receiving from Athens. This mission lasted for approximately six years where he was on the brink of driving the Persians out of the country but at the end of it all, he was defeated. He was captured and brought back to a place that was known as Susa where he was executed ending his hard-fought efforts.

      

      His efforts however cannot be described as a waste of time nor resources despite their failure. He seems he became an inspiration to one of his grandsons named Amyrtaeus who revolted against Darius II in the year 411 BC. His mission was a success and thus he was able to found the 28th dynasty and remained the only king in this dynasty. He however was not able to completely drive the Persians out of the country fully for they controlled Upper Egypt while he was controlling the Lower Egypt.

      

      Later in 404 BC, Darius II was succeeded by Artaxerxes who at the time ignored the problem that the Persians were facing in Egypt and chose to poke his nose in Greek politics. Here he was aiming to cause a rumble between the Greek cities and as they fight among themselves, he would be able to solve his problems. He succeeded in causing a fight against the Greek cities and it is during this time in the year 373 BC that he sent an army in Egypt to regain control of the whole country but they were badly defeated. Things abounded better for the Persians in the year 398 BC when Amyrtaeus was faced by Nepherites I in Mendes city and was killed where Nepherites I declared himself the king and founded the 29th dynasty.

      

      The 29th dynasty remains one of the shortest dynasties in the history of Egypt. The main aim of its founder was to redeem the previous glory of Egypt that was taken away from them by the foreigners. The main challenge that stood as a stumbling block to its success is the lack of resources to do so. Nepherites who were ruling from Mendes tried to come up with several building projects but nothing substantial came out of it. He was later succeeded by Psammuthes who has a very little history if any of which is barely known. He however managed to rule for only one year when he was succeeded by Hakor, who is popularly known as Achoris.

      

      Hakor seemed like an aggressive leader in comparison with his predecessors. Within a short period that he was in power managed to do what his predecessors were unable to do in the time they were in power. He was able to launch and complete different building projects among the most famous being the temple of Amun that was located in Karnak. In the year 385 BC, the Persians came knocking in Egypt but the Egyptians under the command of Hakor managed to repulse them and Hakor continued with his projects that were stalled for a given period. He was later succeeded by Nepherites II, who was his son, in the year 380 BC after his death. Nepherites II, however, barely four months after he rose to power was attacked by a fellow commander by the name Kheperkare Nakhtnebef, who was able to defeat him and declared himself king before he changed his name to Nectanebo I and founded the 30th dynasty.

      

      Nectanebo I was a powerful military man who resided in the town of Sebenytos. He was in a way related to Nephrites but perhaps the thirst for power got better of him than blood. Immediately after taking up power, he moved the capital from the city of Mendes to Sebenytos. He, however, did not manage to rule for long and he was the last native Egyptian to have been able to rule in Egypt. His influence and good leadership were signified by his building projects especially the temple of Isis located in Philae, and the addition of a Pylon in the temple of Amun in Karnak. Nectanebo I having known the threat that the Persians posed to his authority went ahead to form alliances with the Greek city-states who perhaps would help him defend his territory. He then went forward to get ready for the Persians by fortifying the Pelusium, a route that would possibly be easy for the enemy to use. It did not take long after this when the Persians in the year 374 BC attacked Egypt but they found a prepared territory as they used the same route that the Egyptians had predicted they would. They were forced to use the Mendesian branch of River Nile that was more difficult to navigate but it was left unguarded.

      

      This branch was left unguarded on purpose so that the Persians would be lured into it and the Egyptians would have the higher hand in the battle and perhaps it would take longer for the Persians to access Memphis. Although this city was no longer the capital, it remained an important city in the religion and the culture of the Egyptians. Thus, whoever controlled this city had a higher hand in controlling the country.

      

      The Persian army however was so large to match the Egyptian army. The Egyptians thus were pushed out despite the hard conditions of the River. However, the Persians were under the command of two generals by the name of Iphicrates and Pharnabaazus who due to the long journey started disagreeing on the army tactics that they should deploy to win the battle. By the time they reached Mendes, they had started fighting against themselves and this allowed Nectanebo to strike and pushed them back and won the battle. The Persians went back home empty-handed and dejected from the humiliation.

      

      One thing that Nectanebo I did was try to bring back the old ways of the Egyptian kings and made his son a co-regent and he was sure that there would be no fights on the succession once he was gone. His son's name was Djedhor and soon after he died, he took over and served under the name Teos from the year 362 BC, his reign lasting for approximately two years. Immediately after rising to the throne, he targeted the Persians and perhaps wanted to take the earliest opportunity and deal with the Persians once and for all. He believed that his father had done enough during his time for he had encouraged as many nations as possible who were under the rule of the Persians at the time to rebel against them and most of them had complied making the Persians destructed too much and thus this was the opportune moment to strike while they were weak.

      

      To make his side stronger he allied himself with one of the most experienced generals from Athens by the name Chabrias as well as with the support of the Spartan king, Agesilaus. The war however was too expensive for Egyptians to handle with such haste. He thus, for him to raise money in such a short period raised taxes for the citizens and this was not taken well among the citizens and they started growing resistant to his rule. The priests and their followers started protesting against this move especially considering that they were being overtaxed for a military expedition that was unnecessary at the time. Teos however did not care about the gravity of the situation and went on with his plan. Tiahapimu, his brother saw how things were going against Teos and took the opportunity to train his son, and when the right time came, he would betray his brother for his son, Nakhthorheb.

      

      This did not go as Teos had hopped and the campaign failed miserably. His brother saw this as the right time and ordered his son to put a strain between Teos and Agesilaus II which left Teos powerless and weak. He further rallied the people against him based on tax and failure of the mission and on seeing what was happening, Teos had no choice but to flee from the country and Nakhthrorheb took over as the new king and named himself Nectanebo II. Teos found refuge in his former enemy states in Susa but it is believed that he was finally found captured and brought back to the country and executed.

      

      Nectanebo II became the very last Native king to rule over Ancient Egypt for which he outperformed his namesake Nectanebo I. In the building projects, he managed to commission over one hundred all over the country. He was further able to maintain and strengthen the relationship between them and the Greek cities, Athena and Sparta, and even managed to increase the Greek mercenaries in the Egyptian army. He was thus able to strengthen his borders and even revived trade within the country that was struggling during the short reign of Teos. This was a very promising time and the Egyptians had started enjoying the rule of a great leader who they thought would become the most successful and popular during the time. However, there was no time to show off his capabilities for the Persians led by Artaxerxes III in the year 344 BC came knocking in the Egyptian doors. He did not lead a campaign against him immediately but he started by turning the allies that Egypt at the time had and within a year they were all by themselves.

      

      The campaign was launched a year later in 343 BC with Artaxerxes III as the commander of the Persian army while Nectanebo II led the Egyptian army. The Egyptian army was badly defeated and they would not offer any more resistance and this forced their leader to flee leaving them for Nubia. Artaxerxes took over as the new leader of Egypt putting it back under the control of Persian and even grew popular among the people in the country. This defeat however did not deter people from remembering who Nectanebo II was and what he had done for his people. There even came stories later after the coming of Alexander the Great indicating that Nectanebo II was the actual father to him and thus referred to him as the savior of the Egyptians after he came as a representative of Macedonia and expelled the Persians.

      

      Later after the death of Artaxerxes III, Artaxerxes IV took over and managed to serve for two years. He was after that succeeded by Darius III who was able to bring to an end the revolution that had saw the Persians lose control of the Upperside of Egypt. Darius III was an admirer of the Egyptian culture and thus was able to encourage the Egyptians to keep practicing their religion and culture. This was a smart move for no Egyptian would resist this for there would be unwarranted resistance.

      

      One thing that is worth noting during this time in Ancient Egypt, the resistance that was witnessed was in a large way orchestrated and financed by the Greek cities. It is for this reason that the Persian kings upon rising to the throne tried as much as possible to try and cause havoc in the Greek cities and divert their attention to their politics rather than the politics of the Egyptians. The main reason the Greeks became interested in Egypt is the trade they were controlling in a city known as Naucratis. This city had grown in business due to the trade between the two and its culture mainly comprised of the two and the entry of Persia in Egypt was not good news to the Greeks. The Greeks thus tried to sponsor different Egyptian leaders to revolt against the Persian rule, although it had some effect nothing substantial came out of it. It is not known who was behind these revolts.

      

      However, the person behind this revolt did not last for long and what was known as the second Egyptian occupation died after a short period. Perhaps the cause of this dwindling can be coined to the fact that it is during this time that the Greek states were conquered by Philip II of Macedonia and all of them fell under the Macedon rule. Philip III was such an aggressive leader that before he was assassinated, the plan was a grand campaign against Persia and its provinces. The plans and the resources, however, were left under the control of his son Alexander the Great who made the plan worthwhile. The decisive battle took place in the year 334 BC in the battle of Issus where Alexander defeated Darius III before the following year and matched to Syria before taking Egypt the year that followed.

      

      Despite the success, Alexander the Great was not the first Macedonian king to the same battle tactics and route. The first to try the same was known as Cambyses II who was the son of Cyrus. His plan was however a failure. He sent an army that consisted of over 50,000 men to the Oracle of Amun and ordered them to destroy it before they entered Egypt via the Western Desert near Luxor. They did as they were told but, on their way, they were met by a sandstone storm that overwhelmed them and buried all of them. This story however remains unclear and there is no much evidence to collaborate it and thus remains a myth or an imaginative story. The fact remains that he was eventually defeated in other routes that he tried to use. Besides, Darius says that the natural forces helped him defeat Cambyses which perhaps makes more sense.

      

      Alexander the Great did not waste time before settling in Egypt. As his first action, he is believed to have consulted the Oracles of Zeus-Ammon, in Siwa. Here it is said that he was recognized as the Son of Ammon meaning that the Egyptians had recognized him as their new ruler and thus branding him as the son of Ammon. He later went ahead and founded a city that he named Alexandria, a city that turned to be occupied majorly by citizens from Greece and Macedonia. He then appointed a single satrap who would act as his eyes in Egypt and left the other government organization as it was during the Persian time.

      

      He was later named as a god in Siwa, and it is at this point that he left for Persia which he had not conquered fully, and left Egypt under the Macedonians who were as well to complete the construction of the port of Alexandria. After the death of Alexander, the kingship position was taken up by Ptolemy I who founded the Ptolemaic dynasty in the year 323 BC. This was moments before the rise of the Rome empire who were the next strong empire that became the conquerors of nations.

      

      This marked the end of the Late Period and the end of any native Egyptian ruler. It was as well the end of the Persian rule who would soon be overtaken by the fast-rising Rome empire who came with a different form of rule under the rule of the Likes of Pompey, Octavian Gaius Caesar, and Mark Antony and Cleopatra in Egypt. There is an interesting history in Egypt and Rome that we shall cover in the next step where the love affair between Mark Antony and Cleopatra will mark the end of Ancient Egyptian history. This however does not mark the end of Egyptian history and culture. The story below however might be the most fascinating part of Egyptian history that you have encountered. Let’s flip the page and flow to the last part of it.
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