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You and I were together

At the beginning, when
that

Song began. Will we be

Together at its end?











Fabrizio Frosini, 'You & I'

(in 'The Chinese Gardens', 2015)
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Or set upon a golden bough to
sing

To lords and ladies of
Byzantium

Of what is past, or passing, or to
come.











William Butler Yeats, 'Sailing to
Byzantium'
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Opening Note &
Acknowledgements

 Two different ways to approach the
"Past &
Future" theme, are well
illustrated by the words of two great thinkers of the last
century:

The following quote from the Irish playwright
George Bernard Shaw (1925 Nobel Prize in Literature), conveys a
social point of view —which is also an antithesis of the 21st
century individualism and selfishness:

 


"We are made wise not by the recollection of our
past,

but by the responsibility for
our future."

 


And indeed, we live in a complex and difficult world —in unjust
societies. Therefore, it is the duty of all people of good will to
work to the best of their abilities, day after day, so that the
hope of a better world may come true... at least, for those who'll
come after us: the future of the human society —of
humankind.

 


But what is the meaning of
future? What is
"Time"?

This is the point expressed in the
following quote by the
German-born theoretical physicist Albert Einstein (1921 Nobel Prize
in Physics) —from his letter of condolence to the Besso family, for
the demise of his old friend Michele Besso
(1955):

 


«People like us who believe in physics know that
the distinction between

the past, the present and the
future is only a stubbornly persistent illusion»

 


Of course, there are other ways of considering the given topic,
and the Poets who have contributed to this book express their own
point of view through poetry.

 


I wish to thank All of Them,
plus a special thank to Tom
Billsborough, for the editing, and to Natchai Leenders and Tavgah
Saeed —for the intro and the blurb. Grazie.

 


(Fabrizio Frosini, Firenze, Jan.
2019)
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Alone with his longing, he lies
down on his bed

And sings a lament; everything
seems too large,

The steadings and the
fields.











from 'Beowulf' (c.900 AD)

(Translated by Seamus Heaney)






~*~


 Introduction

by

Natchai Leenders






It is hard to fathom the notion of time in a
straight-forward manner, to paint a plain picture of time. As Joji
Varghese Kuncheria puts it in his poem "Make a U Turn":

 


"Think of eternity, my thoughts
galore,

You cannot conceive how it is
to be,"

 


A plethora of poets of the past and the future
have tried to visualize time. For example, Alexandro Acevedo Johns’
"Time Travel", the past is a room, where our guardians guide us
when wisdom is needed.

Even the passing of time is hard to
describe. Whether it is measured by the sand of the hourglass or
moving hands on a clock. Emily Martin’s description of
"The
twitching hands creep forward, / An eternal clockwise
cycle." in 'Eternal
Pain.. ..from Past to Future' is creepily true, especially when you
feel stuck in time. The haunting rhythm of time in Annette
Potgieter’s "In A Blink Of An Eye" evokes the visual of a cruel
carnival ride:

 


"But the faithful clock tick-ticks
forever

No stop no end no pause not
ever

Round and round

Like a
Merry-go-round".

 


For some, time is fluid as Govinda
Rimal’s "Time trickled like a transient tide" in his "Untold story". The stream of
seconds that went through the tales of sacred river streams to the
stories we are streaming within seconds.

The chaos and complexity of time and time
travel is best described by the Tenth Doctor of Doctor Who fame:
"People
assume that time is a strict progression of cause to effect, but
actually —from a non-linear, non-subjective viewpoint— it's more
like a big ball of wibbly-wobbly... timey-wimey...
stuff."

Time travel has been a figment of our
imagination and in science fiction. Anachronistic adventurers,
changing historical events only to be bugged and bitten by the
butterfly effect in their own timeline. Chrononauts cruise through
the ages, seeing the origins of wonders, meeting the makers of
marvelous creations.

As we look at the past with old glory and
nostalgia, feeling the warmth of better times, Simone Inez
Harriman’s mechanical metaphors in "The Steampunk Heart" or
Marcondes Pereira’s eerie tale of digitalized dominance in "From a
tool to a master" show a cold-hearted future.

The time to come so merciless that even time
itself can’t heal all wounds.

The anthology, "From the Past to the Future",
takes you through many journeys as time passes on. From the moment
you open this international poetry collection, you go on a journey,
reading histories of love, the arts, family bonds and more. That
moment is in the past as we fly forward, the pages passed ages, to
a future yet to unfold.

Enjoy!

 


(Natchai Leenders, Nijmegen, Jan.
2019)
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without nostalgia

I leave my past
behind—

and the future too











Fabrizio Frosini, Haiku

(in 'Evanescence of the Floating World –
Haiku')
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The new hath come and now the old
retires:

And so the past becomes a
mountain-cell,

Where lone, apart, old
hermit-memories dwell.











Sarojini Naidu, 'Past And Future'
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