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I dedicate this book to Jesus Christ, without whom this piece of work would not have been possible. He made a way for me to do within a short period of time what should ordinarily have taken half a lifetime. Jesus brought me up by revelation upon revelation almost daily, and I am grateful that He would choose me for such an important task. He brought teachers, strategic books and messages, established authors, while also allowing me to have experiences that facilitated my understanding in the journey to piece this book together. Secondly, I dedicate this book to all those who need this information for their life. My journey of understanding is so wisely summarised so that I may bring this book to you at this time, and I pray it will bless you more than it has blessed me.
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There is a burden for you to bear from the age of thirty and above. Thirty is a prime age in a man’s life; a time when destiny and vision become more defined. By this age, what a man is becoming is largely evident.

Numbers 4:46-48

“All who were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Israel numbered, by their families and by their father’s houses, from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who came to do the work of the service and the work of bearing burdens in the tabernacle of meeting—those who were numbered were eight thousand five hundred and eighty.”

I was influenced by Bishop Dag Heward Mills’ book, ‘Ready @ twenty,’ not as you may think, but I was sad that I found his book at the time when I was already 26 years old. I said to myself, “surely, God still has use for me in His house, surely there is still some work left for me to do, and all hope is not lost?” Then, I got motivated to seek and search for a hope, a glimmer of possibility, if anyone recorded in the Bible began their ministry later than twenty-five. After doing my research, I found a few who began their ministry at exactly thirty years old, and it gave me hope.

As I did my research, the Lord inspired me and filled me with the Spirit of faith to believe that I can also begin my ministry at thirty. And so, my prayer from then onwards was straightforward, “Lord, prepare me to be ready at thirty.”

2Timothy 3:16-17

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

This book is a product of faith; faith that you and I can be ready for the Lord’s use even at an older age. As you read, whatever age you are in, you will find that these God given revelation are fundamental for every member of the body of Christ. Through this book, the Lord will inspire you to be ready; perfect, complete, fully equipped and thoroughly furnished for every good work. The Holy Spirit will mentor you and equip you through this book, He will fill in the gaps through your personal experiences, as long as you have a desire to work for the Lord and to be useful for His use. 

Aside from having great spiritual teachers, the Holy Spirit of truth, the best teacher of all, has inspired me into revelations which has already shaped my life. This is how I have come to author a book. Bishop Dag Heward Mills prophesied that the Lord would grant somebody the speed to accomplish in one year, what should have taken fifty years, “the prophecy you believe, is the prophecy that will happen practically in your life,” I believe this book should take fifty years to write but it has barely taken any time at all. Please, do well to believe as you read and practice what you see.

​
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Proverbs 24:27

“Prepare your outside work, make it fit for yourself in the field; and afterward build your house.”

––––––––
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You cannot jump steps in the kingdom of God. Preparation is not only a vital step, but also a law.

––––––––
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_________________

Get ready: Envision, learn, create, and make.

Preparation begins with a vision. You must have the vision clearly in your sight so that you can prepare accordingly. A vision gives direction to your preparation. The one who is focused on the future is the one who prepares, the one who has chosen to be faithful with the present in order to secure a place in the future.

Imagine you intend to travel to a far country where you will spend the next seven years of your life, when should preparations begin? It may seem questionable to others when your steps in the present do not fall in line with the trends of your present circumstance, this is where the curiosity of the people around you is aroused because they can see that the steps you are taking all of a sudden differs in alignment compared to the pattern of your present circumstance. After a while, they begin to understand that you are making moves for the future, so they ask you, “What exactly are you preparing for?” It is as a diligent young man intending to leave for university, he will prepare many things before the day of his final trip to begin “Uni-life.”

Therefore, preparation relates to the future and has little or no evidence of conclusive results in the present. To prepare for a future means to align with your future by taking steps today. So that, even though your desires will not be evident until later in the future, your present steps will reveal what is your hope? For example, we are told to “set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth” if one is interested in making it to heaven (Colossians 3:2-10). By thinking on heavenly things, you will adjust your steps now, heavenly things will begin to have more value and be of more relevance to you. I mean to say that with heaven in your mind, your overall choices and decisions on earth will be greatly affected. 

Preparation means to be ready before hand. It means that you are the kind of person with an eye for the future. This is good because you can afford to be ready today for whatever is coming your way tomorrow.

For example, I am the sort of person who prefers to think about what to wear before the time comes to wear them, so that I do not waste any more time thinking and selecting at the time of the event when I could have prepared beforehand. The language of a prepared person is, “I am ready,” “here I am, send me,” “thy will be done.” A person who is prepared may not be shaken by rising unforeseen conditions; a prepared person requires little or no time to get moving, a prepared person is not void of understanding, they are simply ready.

Readiness in knowledge ensures that one is instant in season and ready to give a reason for their hope, a reason why they are taking the steps they are taking. Having knowledge is a part of being prepared: knowledge of the vision, knowledge of the value of sacrifice required of you to reach your destination, knowledge of those who have inherited the promises you so desire, knowledge of already proven success principles, and more.

Certainly, preparation is a hectic activity which requires energy, that is why only desirous, hungry, thirsty, and disciplined people do it. You see, preparation for tomorrow is not about imaginations alone, but in actions toward it: doing what you ought to do, so that you can have the future you desire, and the qualities required for success. Thus, we prepare for tomorrow only by fulfilling the requirements before it is called for before you are called upon. Be careful though, because you also want to be mindful in the present, being watchful in all things that you might avoid grave errors and mistakes that may painfully hinder the future you hope to achieve. 

Jesus Christ has taught us that we should not think about the future too much, but to have faith in the Father that, He will take care of both now and tomorrow. He told us that tomorrow will come with its own troubles (Matthew 6:25-33). As you prepare however, though you are being made ready for the future, your spirit, soul, and body are supposed to be minded in the present, fulfilling all the duties in the present, so that you may obtain the future you desire. 

Let me summarize in this way: 

	You learn the knowledge today that will become useful for you tomorrow.


	You diligently plant and sow today, that you may find a harvest tomorrow.


If you do not make the most of your present, your tomorrow may not happen. In fact, your whole future is dependent on what happens in the present. Every choice that you make in your present aligns you for a position of either sorrow or joy (according to the law of eventuality). The future has not yet been given you, there are endless possibilities between your present and your future, but the present is still yours to make many right choices which will positively impact your future. Your present is a gift from God. Therefore, being fully minded in the present will ensure that you do not put your future in grave jeopardy, there must be a balance. The present is the manufacturer of the future. 

We ought to consult the Lord when we make plans and set dates, He requires that all His children be unpredictable as the wind which blows where it wishes in terms of walking by the Spirit. Your days may be packed with profitable activities, but the Lord will direct what comes first or last; the Lord will direct your steps, your progress, and the order thereof.

John 3:8

“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Are you born of the Spirit? Yet are you not predictable when you add to your calendar a new plan for Friday on a Wednesday? The word of the Lord says, “for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). We are not led in the future, we are led in the present, a spiritual person is always in the present, denying the flesh and resisting the devil minute by minute, keeping His mind occupied with life, so that Satan has no room to kick in his own devilish thoughts and suggestions, which means every plan is cancellable. 

If you are spiritual, you will plan for the future while being fully minded in the present, not the opposite because it is unwise to live that way. They plan for the future, and they neglect the present; every hour until the planned date becomes almost irrelevant; they simply count down the time and live a mindless life in the present; they do not utilize the present, they become filled with boredom and anxiety through carelessness in the meantime. They neglect everything else in the present, they place their hearts and souls on a future that is not yet guaranteed.

For example, a wife or a mother who refuse to prepare proper meals during the week because they have set their hearts on Sunday afternoon barbecue party or the birthday celebration, or after Friday evening outing, in the meantime everyone can eat what they find, if they find anything. Or some who keep their offerings in their pockets because it is their last, they intend to save it for food later on. No! This is not the way of the Spirit. Finish the present faithfully with wisdom; be faithful in the present and God will give you tomorrow’s resource to solve tomorrow’s needs, we ought to flow as the Spirit demands, “You cannot operate on your own terms in your walk with God” – Bishop D. Oyedepo.

Many missed the revelation of Jesus Christ because they had their hearts fixed on the ambiguous Messiah who they thought was still to come. Even now, as I write, many Jews are still waiting for a Messiah that has already come and gone. No wonder Jesus Christ lamented for Jerusalem when He came, but they did not recognize the time of their visitation (Luke 19:44): your visitation will be in the present. They were ‘present blind,’ so they did not recognize what was happening in the present.

Luke 19:44

“...days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embarkment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you and your children within you to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon the another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

The danger of being ‘future fixed and present blind’ is the possibility of losing both your present and your future because you may not see when good comes, even when it is all around you (Jeremiah 17:6). In the name of Jesus, this shall not be your portion.

I have a mindset, “as long as I have it today and it is needed today (with good reason), I will give it today.” 

Thus, a good preparation begins with the consciousness that, today is more important than tomorrow. And so, in your preparing, do not become so fixated on your future that you forget to be faithful in the present. One who is mindful of both the present and the future will get there. Believe that God is the owner of the future but right now is totally up to you, what you do with it depends solely on you.

​
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_________________

*Prepare for heaven.

Now that you understand the spiritual principle of preparation—that a spiritually minded person must be present minded—begin preparation for heaven from today. Every choice you make, every action you take, every word that you speak are part of your preparation for heaven or hell. Your current lifestyle choices reflect where you are preparing to end your life. What does your current lifestyle say about your future? 

Amos 4:12

“Therefore, thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel.”

“Prepare to meet your God,” “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2); imagine eternity, learn more about heaven, because you serve the living God, and this is the place you may soon go. Why not prepare for it?

Supposing you were given an invitation to a wedding ceremony, would it not be wise of you to find out the wedding colours, the location, the time, and all necessary details? God by His mercy, has given you and me an invitation to attend His Son, Jesus Christ’s wedding bouquet because he brings Jesus’s bride home; would it not be wise of you and me to find out as much information as possible about heaven to prevent the situation of appearing in heaven unprepared, unqualified, and without the proper attire?

Enjoy the long read.

Matthew 22:2-14 (NIV)

“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for His Son. He sent His servants to those who have been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.

Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and fatted cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet. 

But they paid no attention and went off–one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent His army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 

Then he said to his servants, ‘the wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 

So, the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there was not wearing wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ the man was speechless.

Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

Do not be found without the right attire of righteousness. “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor gay people...nor thieves...nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God,” (1Corinthians 6:9-10). Do you want to be tied hand and foot and cast into utter darkness? If you intend to blend in and enjoy when you reach heaven, then learn all you can about heaven and prepare while you are still here on earth.

Jesus Christ said, “those who come from heaven speak only heavenly things, but those who belong to the earth speak only earthly things”– “by your words you are saved or condemned...” (John 4:34, Matthew 12:37). Hence, if you are truly heavenly minded, you will speak, think, seek, search, hunger, and thirst for righteousness, because only in that state would you be allowed to enjoy the fatness of heaven. Only by seeking after righteousness would your life on earth be shaped to fit the culture, system, and way of heaven. Fill your mind with heavenly thoughts and you will make heavenly choices. Learn about God, get to know Jesus Christ His Son, and allow God’s righteousness to shape your life, “to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:6). Choose peace.

*Prepare for the future.

How do you prepare for a future you are not guaranteed? if you are faithful with today, you will have a hope for tomorrow. You will not have a better tomorrow, if you are wanted for murder today; By not laying a good foundation today, you may jeopardise any wonderful future you can have.

“The just shall live by faith,” day by day believing in their God (Hebrews 10:38). The justified live in constant uncertainty of themselves while constantly looking forward to and awaiting direction from their God. The only thing that gives us assurance for tomorrow is the word of God. Our faith in God should never fail, it keeps us hoping from day to day. Woe to the man whose hope is not in God.

To be practical, in this sense, means to maximise the present, taking advantage of time to do that which must be done. It is the ability to always think and to constantly question yourself with such questions as ‘am I doing the right thing?’ ‘Are my words aligned with God’s word?’ ‘Have I made proper preparations; I’m I ready?’ ‘Where do I want to go, and how do I get there?’ ‘What will I need to achieve this?’ ‘Is this a good time to do this, should I be doing something else?’ ‘Have I done enough?’ ‘Have I made the most of my time today?’ 

A spiritually minded person is constantly investigating every step they make before, during, and after they make it. Those who constantly judge themselves will not be judged; according to the scriptures, “if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged,” (1Corinthians 11:31). In God’s kingdom, it is the way of life to “walk circumspectly” because foolishness is costly (Ephesians 5:15-17), and we know that “all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep His covenant and His testimonies” (Psalm 25:10). In this world where there are many paths and many ways of doing things, God’s paths are only two; if you do not take the path of mercy, you can take the path of truth, otherwise, take the path that aligns with both mercy and truth.

For example, if you were walking down the street and a biker bumped into you with their bike, even though it is acceptable to get mad, choose mercy. In your daily life, every choice that you make will reveal your faith. Let your choices show that you believe in the path of mercy and truth, do not be like those in the world who would compromise their convictions according to the situation that is set before them. Follow God’s path and you will always choose what is right. I show you a good example of the practicality of preparing for the future by faith.

Luke 25:1-13

“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bride groom. And five of them were wise and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight, there was a cry made, behold the bride groom comes; go out and meet Him.

Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, give us from your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered saying, not so because there will not be enough for us and you: but go to them that sell and buy for yourselves.

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with Him to marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward, also came the other virgins, saying Lord, Lord, open to us. But He answered and said, verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour the Son of Man will come.”

Since you do not know much about the immediate future, it ought to give you a good motivation to prepare for whatever eventuality you may face, based on the word of God. It is the wise thing to do to prepare for uncertainty by the wisdom of God. The scriptures are there to inform believers.

Key points from the verse we just read:

	
Spirituality is intentional and conscious.


Spirituality is not a mindless life; every step and every action must be intentional. The ten virgins all made up their minds to go out and meet the bride groom. Because of this decision, they all knew that they had to prepare diligently for any possible eventuality, yet not all of them did so. The ones who were fully prepared thought further ahead, they asked themselves: “Will this oil be enough to last through the night, just in case the bride groom delays?” “What if I have to come back home in the dark and those who sell fuel are gone?” You see, when you walk in truth, you are able to ask questions and make enquiries that correctly inform your judgments; a proper sensitivity to the truth will protect you and keep you from presumptuous sins and avoidable regrets.

	
Faith and hope are not without reasoning. 


I know you have faith, yet it is your faith that should make you plan well. By planning in faith, God will direct your steps so that your plan will not fail. Plan to bring extra oil, and the Lord will make sure that you do not run out of oil. But when you fail to plan, you show short sightedness. The Spirit of God will remind you to bring extra but you may refuse. A believer ought to listen to the voice of the Spirit in the present, especially about matters of the future you have no power over. 

	None of the virgins knew the hour. 


They did not know at what hour the bridegroom will return, yet only five out of ten made diligent precautions. Only five had the patience to apply truth by asking themselves questions which impacted their preparation for every possible scenario. 

	The virgins who took extra oil had more load to carry. 


For a believer, you have extra loads to carry. Your extra loads may include fellowshipping with the saints, paying offerings, paying tithes, attending evangelisms, fasting, serving God with your life, praying regularly, and studying the scriptures regularly, but those in the world do not carry these extra loads. Thus, do not become weary but know that you are better prepared and ready to be found and chosen by the bridegroom when He returns. “All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize,” (1Corinthians 9:25 NLT). Thus, though the bridegroom tarries, He will return.

	
You must always have oil. 


Refuse the illusion that the oil you have today will last until tomorrow but make plans to get more and more refills as time proceeds. When you think like this, you think truthfully; and when you think truthfully, you will be motivated to take actions and precautions. That means, you would have to do more work, but it will save you from many heartaches, headaches, and regrets in the future. You do not want to reach a certain place in your life before you realise that you came in empty. May your head never lack oil.

	
A fulfilled future is threatened by a lack of preparation. 


All ten determined to be taken and wedded but the hope of five was painfully cut short. Did they see it coming? Certainly not! But they got to the point of marriage when they realised they were incapable of going forward because of something they did not plan to happen. The one who is not prepared is in danger of being caught off guard. Preparation breeds wisdom for the one who eyes success. If you prepare well, you will have all the angles covered. This is the essence of preparation, that every possible outcome has been thought about and dealt with beforehand.



	
Preparation empowers you to achieve your purpose. 


The more thorough and diligent you prepare, the higher the probability of your success. Success does not happen by accident; it is equivalent to your level of preparation. “You shall reap what you sow,” man will get out of life that which man has poured into life, you cannot cheat destiny. When you sow bountifully, you will reap bountifully; when you sow sparingly, you will reap Sparingly. But when you sow nothing, you may cry when the harvest season comes. 

	
Preparation ensures that you are selected for promotion. 


You must understand the times and seasons that you are in so that you may prepare accordingly. Study to make yourself approved. Make yourself approved by taking decisions and actions that ensure your competent presence on the day of the selection. For example, if a man drops out of medical school after 3 years, the chances that he will end up a practicing doctor or surgeon are less than nothing. But if he finishes, he automatically puts himself in the position to be chosen. Even then, only the most certifiably prepared will be in positions to be picked. Preparation makes you a candidate that can be chosen. Preparation makes you a choice. In this case, preparation is qualification. May you be chosen.

	
Spirituality is a personal walk with God.


You cannot use my lamp; you must have your own lamp. You cannot use my oil; you must carry your own oil. Yes, out of love, I may even point out to you that you need to have extra oil and show you were to purchase and what you need to possess so that you can purchase the oil. But the fact is that you must have your own lamp filled at all times, lest you miss out even though you have also loved and thirsted after the returning of the Lord, “...let your head never lack ointment,” (Ecclesiastes 9:8). The only guarantee that you will have your desire is your diligence in doing the basic requirements. “The soul of a lazy man desires and has nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall be made rich” (Proverbs 13:4). How do we identify a diligent person? By the steps and actions, they make towards the achievement of their goals. The goal of the ten virgins were the same but their level of diligence in preparation where different.

A Christian must live by faith in God who will tell you what to expect in the future. For example, the word of God says, “weeping may endure for the night, but joy comes in the morning...” (Psalm 30:5), because of our faith in the word of God, even though we feel sorrow in the present, we hope for the joy that will come in the morning. This is the hope that we have, this hope influence how we respond to life’s situations in comparison to the canal man. The scriptures give us counsel that make our choices right, so that even in years to come it will still be right because the word of God is established in truth, it is true forever. Hallelujah, Amen. Thus, since the word of God teach us that, “ants...store up their food during the summer, getting ready for winter...” (Proverbs 6:6-11), as God’s children, we act on the wisdom of God because we believe in the word of God as a guide for right choices, that His word never fails.

Do you understand that your preparation for the future begins now? Fight the good fight; he that fights do not entangle himself with too many things but will focus just enough to succeed in the task at hand. Do not allow your focus of a better and stronger tomorrow be deterred by engaging in needless things today. Invest your time preparing for the future by engaging with the very facts that will help you succeed when you get there. The five wise virgins were fully prepared because they were focused on the task at hand. Focus breeds wisdom! The wisdom you need to succeed. 


*Prepare portions.


2Chronicles 35:14-15

“Then afterward they prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron, were busy in offering burnt offerings and fat until night; therefore, the Levites prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron.

And the singers, the sons of Asaph were in their places, according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the King’s seer. Also, the gate keepers were at each gate; they did not have to leave their position, because their brothers the Levites prepared portions for them.”

Be Your Brother’s Keeper

Preparation is not something a lot of people do, yet to prepare for yourself and include others is truly honourable, it takes a heart of love to do so. But “Not many wise...not many noble,” according to Apostle Paul (1Corinthians 1:26). Someone once responded to God by asking, “am I my brother’s keeper?” when God asked him about the whereabouts of his brother, Abel (Genesis 4:9). Do you have this kind of approach to life, thinking only about yourself? Do you consider those of your household; your colleagues, those in the church, those in your hostel, your flat mates; those who are homeless, the widows, those in the orphanages, God’s church, and God Himself. Consider these when you make your preparations.

Nehemiah 8:10

“Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow for the joy of the Lord Is your strength.”

“Send portions to those of whom nothing is prepared.”

Life does not end when you receive good, when you finally get what you want, no. God pays attention to what you do with what you receive. I mean, this is what was said to the rich man in hell, “son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and you are tormented?” (Luke 16:25). Give to others out from what you have received; think also about others. If you are a student and your parents have just sent you money, do not think only about yourself but, also think about other students who may be starving around you. If you are successful in your business, if you are earning income for yourself, or wherever you are, prepare portions for others out of what you have received. Do not be like the rich man who did not think of Lazarus and others like Lazarus. He was not wise, and he was not noble. You may not be rich, but God has been good to you. Do unto others what you would like others to do unto you, care because what you sow you will reap, God is not mocked. Divide your income into portions, divide your land into portions, make a portion of your inheritance, make a portion of your possessions, make a portion of your time, and give it to those who need it. 

When you begin to think of others, to divide portions for them, the Lord God will reward you with both physical health and financial strength to do more. He will give you wisdom to apportion your goods even more sensibly and a heart big enough to accommodate and care for more people, and more blessings to cancel out curses from your life. The reason many are living unfulfilled and pointless lives is because they are not being useful to the Lord; they are not helping anyone, they are not contributing, they are not thinking about others, they refuse to take risks for the love of God, and thus their hearts have not become large enough to accommodate His love, it is still the same size as their closed fist.

The Lord needs more people to care enough to create portions for others. A portion is a fraction of the whole. Portions come out from that which you have received. You may also give portions of things you no longer need but to give and distribute portions means that you are giving out from that which you have in your disposal, you do not borrow to apportion. God loves a cheerful giver, as you give out portions, the Lord will also give you the portions of blessings that falls to you. This man’s son asked for his inheritance, and he received his portion immediately.

Luke 15:11-13

“A certain man had two sons. And the younger of them said to the father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So, he (the father) divided to them (both sons) his livelihood. And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, (and) journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.”

People need what you have. People have dreams and desires. Many are stuck and are unable to produce their vision into reality due to a lack of opportunity and the result of being born into certain disadvantaged geographical locations. When you are asked to give a portion, give if you have it. Do not withhold your hand from giving – “do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do so. Do not say to your neighbour, ‘go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give it,’ when you have it with you” (Proverbs 3:27-28). God is always watching to see what choices you make because your choice reflect your faith, and your faith reflects your beliefs. If you believe God you will act according to His word, not according to your brilliant mind.

Essential situations and activities that require you to portion.

	Tithing requires a portion.


God has already spelt it out for all of us; give me at least ten percent! “...I challenge you to put me to the test. Bring the entire ten percent into the storehouse, so there will be food in my house...” (Malachi 3:10).

	Honouring your parents financially requires a portion.


Give wisely and sensibly and give wholeheartedly. “Honour your father and your mother. This is the first commandment which has promises attached to it...” (Ephesians 6:2).



	Honouring your pastor financially requires a portion.


Give according to how the Spirit leads you and give wisely. “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine” (1Timothy 5:17).

	Investing requires a portion.


It is more sensible to invest a portion of your wealth, rather than “all or nothing.” In the end, it is still your choice. “Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth” (Ecclesiastes 11:2-6).

	Building requires a portion.


Do not budget to build with all your income, budget with only a portion. My recommendation would be a certain percentage of your total income after you have removed your tithe and your savings. By wisdom is a house builded, all of what you need to build is not money but wisdom. “Consider now...build a house for the sanctuary...then David gave Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, inner chambers, and the mercy seat; and the plans for all that he had by the Spirit” (1Chronicles 28:10-18). You must apportion things, and account for every piece of the building.



	Marrying requires a portion.


Be wise brother. There is still life after your wedding ceremony, is it not better to have food on your table after your wedding than to come back home to nothing? You only need a portion to marry. Wisdom is profitable to direct. “And the servant who was in charge of Abraham’s property took ten of his master’s camels and went to the city...when she had finished, the man took an expensive gold ring and put it in her nose and put two large gold bracelets on her arms...then he brought out clothing and silver and gold jewellery and gave them to Rebecca. He also gave expensive gifts to her brother and to her mother...so they let Rebecca, and her old family servant go with Abraham’s servant and his men” (Genesis 24:1-59). Abraham’s servant paid for Isaac’s wife with only a portion of Abraham’s possessions, not all of it.

	Giving requires a portion.


Give cheerfully. Do not withhold more than is necessary. Give with a reason; whether you are asked or are led, know that “...the same measure that you use, the same will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38).

	Saving requires a portion. 


Save only a portion. My recommendation is to save ten percent and be constant. Then, you will have the rest to give and to spend on all other things you decide. Do not save to grow rich, save with the mind that you will have to spend in times of need or sorts. “There is one who scatters yet increases more; and there is one who withholds more than is right, but it leads to poverty” (Proverbs 11:24). Go to the ants and learn why they save, create a good balance.

	Offerings require a portion.


Give according to your trust in and love for God not according to your level of wealth even though it is a determinant; giving helps you to increase level. Try not to come before the presence of God empty handed. Israel for example, determined in his heart to take “...this stone that I have set up as a marker will be the house of God, and I will surely give you a tenth of everything you give me” (Genesis 28:22) and “...Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar,” (1Kings 3:4). Give offerings out of reverence and honour, love, or expectation, not simply because you have it to give, link your giving to a reason.

Ten things you can apportion today.


	You can apportion food, cooked meals, or basic groceries. 

	You can apportion your money. 

	You can apportion your time, presence, and efforts. 

	You can apportion clothes, materials, and substance. 

	You can apportion old things and properties. 

	You can apportion houses, fields, businesses, and shares. 

	You can apportion cars, trucks, bikes, and planes. 

	You can apportion jobs, positions, or offices. 

	You can apportion books, tickets, tours, and opportunities, invitations. 

	You can apportion whatever the Lord puts in your heart.



Prayer

Heavenly Father, I need your help to recognize those in need of what I have. Please provide for me and give me a heart for others, and the wisdom to apportion with cheerfulness out of that which you have given to me. Amen.

*Prepare food.

Do not doubt in your heart nor scuff but be excited. You will soon see the secret power of preparing food. 

2Samuel 13:7

“And David sent home to Tamar, saying, ‘now go to your brother Ammon’s house, and prepare food for him.”

Food is essential. Food is a serious matter. Every person on earth need to eat to stay alive. Companies budget for food, families budget for food, when a person is being celebrated, they prepare food, when a person dies, they prepare food, and many individuals budget for food. Without food, man can become so desperate, and hunger will affect their moods and their responses to people. If you deny a man food, he may happily eat his own flesh or that of his loved ones just to stay alive. Such is the usefulness and importance of food.

Food attracts people. Food will draw in a large crowd. Everyone eats. In a certain country, many politicians, and political parties campaign by giving out food beverages as an investment to receive their votes, they know that when you keep a man hungry for a good period of time, he may willingly compromise his integrity for the sake of food. Have no doubt in your mind, food can get you whatever you want, it is a great excuse, even the evil boy used the excuse of food to deceive his father, David and trap his stepsister, Tamar. If you serve food at the right time and to the right group, person, or people, you may find that serving food is an especially useful tool. 

Look at these facts.

	Prepare food to earn a new position.


Are you single and you want to be married? Are you seeking promotion? Do you seek visibility and recognition? Do you want people to take you more seriously? Do you want to have new friends, and achieve more votes and fans? Do you want to gather a large crowd? Then prepare food.

Genesis 25:29-34

“Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, ‘let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!’ Jacob said, ‘sell me your birthright now.’ Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of what use is the birthright to me?’ Jacob said, ‘swear to me now.’ So, he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went away. Thus, Esau despised his birthright.”

Do not be dubious or manipulative! Only think of doing good with this wisdom. God has provided you with a wisdom to get yourself out of that old position, not by manipulation but by an act of kindness. By serving his brother lentil stew and bread, Jacob got his desires; you can also get your desire by preparing a meal. One day, I met this sister whom I have known for quite a long time, we had not yet had any long conversations, neither had we spent any time together, but on this day she had food in her hand she had bought but could not finish it, it was some nicely prepared chicken, and I was also hungry. She offered me the chicken and sat right in front of me, kept me company as I ate that chicken. I felt so grateful to her that I began to have thoughts about her I never had before. My point is this, her position went from being an unknown sister into a known sister because she gave me food.

	Prepare food to remove death and lack away from your life.


What needs to change in your life? What area of your life needs upliftment? What vision or dream have you had to give up so far? What elements of your life are a shadow of itself today? I tell you, as you obey and determine in your heart to take every opportunity to contribute a meal, the Lord will announce new possibilities into your life by the mouth of another.

1 Kings 17:10-16

“So, he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow was gathering sticks. And he called to her, ‘please bring me a little cup of water in a cup, that I may drink.’ And as she was getting it, he called to her and said, ‘please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.’ As the Lord your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see I am gathering a couple sticks, that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat and die.

Do not fear, go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward, make some for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord God of Israel: The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.’

So, she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the Lord which he spoke by Elijah.”

By giving food to the right person to eat, your whole life can change. Some people simply want to test your level of goodness in order to decide whether to bless you or not. Being asked to prepare a meal is the test you must pass if you want to qualify for a turnaround. Elijah already knew he wanted to perform a miracle for the widow, but he needed her cooperation to do it. How humble and obedient are you; have you been chosen to cook for the group; have you been chosen to host the people? Do it with all your heart, it must be a test to determine your level of competence and hospitality, your level of obedience and willingness because a blessing will come to you. Abraham quickly had to prepare food to serve the three angels that came to visit Sarah and himself, it was after they had eaten that they blessed Sarah with the fruit of the womb (Genesis 18:2-10). Maybe there is someone you must serve food before your promotion will come? One act of such hospitality towards strangers changed Abraham’s life, he recognised them as a little more than strangers. If you have to spend your money and cover up for a lot of expenses, do it because you never know what words the one whom you are entertaining will speak into your life. Your time for a change of story has come!

	Prepare food to keep the peace and gain your freedom.


Are you having problems with individuals around you? Are you having issues with the people of the community? Prepare a meal and watch the wonders that will happen.

2Kings 6:21-23

“Now when the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, ‘My father, shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?’ But Elisha answered, ‘you shall not kill them. Would you kill those whom you have taken captive with your sword and your bow? Set food and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their master,’ Then he prepared a great feast for them; and after they ate and drank, he sent them away, and they went to their master. So, the bands of Syrian raiders came no more into the land of Israel.”

You do not have to fight fire with fire all the time, the people causing you stress may become less inclined to worry you when you attempt to overcome evil with good, it pays to repay evil with good. “Do not let evil things win against you! instead, do good things. Then you will win against the evil things that people do” (Romans 12:21). People may have very evil motives, and may be ready to do you evil if they get the chance, yet the Lord will only help you overcome evil people and their plans when you choose to do things according to His way as you see, Elisha knew the art of overcoming evil with good, he made a feast for the Syrian raiders, and they never came back for any evil purpose.

There are times when a whole host of youths in the community may turn against you, and demand that you will not build in their community, maybe you may have an angry neighbour who will not allow you to have peace, rather than take them to court or fight them with the police, invite them for a meal, and as you eat and laugh, tell them about the pain they cause you; a meal prepared at the right time can turn the tides of war and chaos and bring peace. People are naturally angry and cranky when they are hungry and needy, you can give them rest through your kind gesture. A well-prepared meal refreshes the soul, not many people turn down an invitation to come and eat and rest. “A gentle response turns away anger...” (Proverbs 15:1).

How you respond to certain situations determines whether you will have the upper hand. Even those who war against you deserve your goodness, because by doing good to those who despise you, you show them the very nature of God, and you teach them to learn a new behaviour. Many have always known hatred and violence, and they will fight violence with violence; yet not many know how to respond to goodness, showing them a new way of peace, may even deliver their hearts from hatred. Plus, “vengeance is mine, says the Lord...” (Romans 12:19), do not take revenge into your own hands.

Proverbs 25:21-22

“If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; For you will heap coals of fire on his head, and the lord will reward you.”

There is great reward when you choose the way of God, when you choose the way of peace and hospitality over retaliation and justice by your own hands. Choose the options that reveal you as a true servant of God. But if they reject your food, do not worry, you would have done your part. Your part is to obey the Lord your God.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, grant me the wisdom and patience to overcome evil with good, help me to show the art of turning the other cheek in matters that affect my soul, help me to overcome, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

	Prepare food to earn a blessing.


What you seek may be to have a child, but what you need is a blessing. What you seek may be to have a husband or a wife, but what you need is a blessing. What you seek may be prosperity, but what you need is a blessing. What you seek may be the anointing, but what you need is a blessing. What you seek may be a great future, but what you need is a blessing. “Every good and perfect gift is from above and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). 

Gifts come from above wrapped in blessings. It is the spiritual that gives birth to the physical, man simply completes a cycle which God has already set in motion, what you need is in God’s hands. Whatever God will ever ordain to give you will first come in the form of a blessing. Blessings are prophetic words; words are tangible, influencing life-changing spirits. God speaks through the mouth of anyone, I mean anyone. They do not have to be a prophet, an apostle, a pastor, evangelist, or teacher; God would even speak through a donkey (Numbers 22:28), or through stones (Luke 19:40) if He has to pronounce a blessing on you. “The blessing of the Lord makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow” (Proverbs 10:22). It is the blessings of God that makes, creates, achieves, stirs up. It is the words of blessings pronounced on you out of a stirred-up soul that will cause you to inherit whatever you must inherit because every good thing comes from heaven. When Hannah sort for a child, after praying, it was the words of Eli the prophet that became the seal for her miracle (baby Samuel), Eli said, “Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant you your request which you have asked of Him” (1Samuel 1:17). No doubt she did something to stir up that blessing but indeed, it was the blessing that brought her the child of her desire. 

What you need is a blessing. You need the Lord God to speak into your case. His words are like rain and snow that falls from heaven upon the earth and does not return to heaven but waters the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the Sower and bread to the eater, God’s word would never return to Him empty until His word accomplish the thing which it is meant to accomplish (see Isaiah 55:10-11). You need is a pronouncement of the blessings of the Lord. When God speaks, the host of heaven responds, even the wicked and their activities will be unable to stop it because God’s word upon your life—the same way the earth was brought forth by the word of the Lord—will make all things work together for your good. This is one way you can stir up blessings upon blessings in your life.

Malachi 3:10

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house, and try me now in this, says the Lord of hosts, ‘if I will not open the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.”

Yes. Pay your tithes. At least ten percent of every income that comes into your hand. Do not rob God, you came into this world with nothing, you were born naked, everything you have you met on the earth and in the same way, you will leave it all behind when you die. Thus, while it is still your choice, while you are still alive, give God your absolute best and you will not have to ask for certain things.

These two brothers did not fight over inheritances of their rich father Isaac; they fought over the blessings that came forth from the lips of their father. They understood the importance of a spoken blessing (Genesis 27:1-30). “As soon as Esau heard the voice of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, ‘bless me, even me also, o my father!’ but he said, your brother came deceitfully and he has taken away your blessing...Esau said...he took away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.”

“You shall surely be blessed!” 
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‘And the child grew and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the grace
of God was upon him.’ Luke 1:80 (paraphrased). This book is written in faith to
allwhom the Lord will reproduce maturity and preparedness within them. It
is a book that seeks to deeply awaken the inner man to the realities of the
kingdom and get one moving in synchronicity with the spirit under the will
of God. It is important to be prepared unto good works, this book will save
you years of learning, searching, and experiencing to know the things you
ought to know. | count it all joy that by the mercies of God, a good amount
of the information that you need for your development and maturity has
been put together in one book. Amen.
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