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TIME LOOP

 

HAVING STOOD ON THIS SPOT  many times in his youth, Terrance Lee inhaled deeply to take in the crisp chill of a Vegas winter night and the view of a 1993 Las Vegas Strip. Besides not being able to have this vantage point from atop the Dunes hotel, the entire city felt like an undercooked–cake–batter version of the Vegas he lived in, in the future. 

All the basic ingredients were there and it had been cooking for a while, but things had yet to rise.

The time jump left his nose clear, but a thick, piney residue formed on his tongue. Drawing it into a glob, he walked to the edge. Terrance leaned over, opened his mouth, and let it fall.

He lost it in the dark but found the people traffic amazing. Tourists walked the strip—in massive herds—across Flamingo. Man, he forgot how long tourists would continue to walk against the light.

Horns honked.

Birds were flipped.

A taxi driver revved his engine.

Two belligerent drunks blocked the right lane, making traffic go around them. 

“That’s right,” Terrance cheered the cab, which barely swerved wide enough to avoid them.
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