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			ENDORSEMENTS

			“I can’t even begin to explain how excellent this curriculum is for my homeschooling children. It is perfect for a wide age range. It is beautifully illustrated. It sparks curiosity as it inspires my children to look deeply into God’s Word. This curriculum builds up their faith and gives them a biblical perspective of science and teaches them to think outside the box.”

			Sarah Janisse Brown

			Founder of The Thinking Tree; Creator of Dyslexia Games; Homeschooling Mom

			“Your kids will not want to miss out on this adventure! Dino Dave masterfully leads us on a journey pointing out God’s handiwork from the smallest of organisms to the greatest of natural wonders. On every page, he demonstrates that the Bible is wonderful and infallible. This book would be a blessing for your family worship time. However, I’m not sure who will love this book more: the kids or the parents.”

			Ben Lamphere

			Pastor for Family Ministries at Trinity Baptist Church, Concord, NH

			“Dino Dave’s Adventures in Apologetics is fresh and up-to-date. It presents some of the best modern apologetics in a captivating way that I think will help make these creationist arguments more accessible to children.”

			Dr. John Morris

			President Emeritus of the Institute for Creation Research

			“David Woetzel (Dino Dave) has done an amazing job explaining the scientific discoveries and examining the fossil record and then communicating this in such a way for a child to understand. This book can be enjoyed by children and parents alike while providing the tools to give a defense for the reason for the hope that a child has in their belief in a loving Creator God and in their Savior Jesus Christ. These stories will captivate the mind and imagination with TRUTH. I highly recommend this book to be a part of every Christian family’s library.”

			Mark Lester

			Board Chair, Child Evangelism Fellowship of NH

			“The elementary age children at our church were fascinated by these apologetic lessons! Dino Dave does a wonderful job of choosing captivating topics and providing answers to difficult questions. Repeatedly, your child will be directed back to the one source of truth, the Bible, through these lessons. A Biblical worldview is an imperative foundation for a child, and the ability to decipher truth is essential to a Christ follower. These lessons will put our Creator’s amazing design on display, capture the intrigue of a child, provide truth and strengthen faith!”

			Cheryl Bagwell

			Director of Children’s Ministries, Calvary Baptist Church, Simpsonville, SC

			“Dino Dave gives children an engaging story of his travels around the world to learn about dinosaurs, fossils, and Noah’s Flood. Reading his adventures will help children understand evidence that the Bible is true. Children will also enjoy learning about dinosaurs, as well as other huge creatures that once lived. Most importantly, his adventures will teach children more about God and His creation.”

			Dr. Kevin Anderson

			Director of Creation Research Society
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			Author’s Introduction
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			This book came out of a sincere desire to drive home to elementary students the reality of the stories in the Bible. For decades my wife, Gloria, and I have traveled around the United States and other countries speaking on apologetics topics: creation, the Genesis Flood and God’s amazing dinosaurians. Gloria’s primary ministry has been with the youngest students (Kindergarten to 5th grade). She found that a number of these children enjoy the Bible stories they learn in Sunday School. But they consider them merely wonderful stories, like the clever fictional stories they read about in children’s books. This contrasts with the things that they learn in school, instructional narratives that are real, historically and scientifically accurate. Too many of these children will grow up to become skeptical of the Bible, abandoning their childhood faith and embracing the materialistic secular culture around them.

			Dino Dave’s Adventures in Apologetics is a compilation of stories based on real events in my life. You will find the stories full of real people, real places, real field research, real historical narratives, real photos (mostly) and real scientific facts. Hopefully this book can make a difference by equipping young children with fun-filled, simply-presented arguments that buttress the Christian faith and authority of God’s Word. Each adventure starts with a parenthetical statement of the focus of the story. It is meant to inform the teacher of the key point I am aiming at, so they can elaborate further, if they wish, and drive that lesson home. Brightly-colored Bible verses are sprinkled throughout the stories because the words of scripture themselves have a power to profoundly touch our lives.

			I hope that you enjoy these simple stories and can passionately share them with the precious children in your life!

			—Dino Dave
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			Dino Dave loves dinosaurs. Do any of you boys and girls love dinosaurs? Dino Dave loves to read in the Bible how God made the dinosaurs right out of the ground. The Bible says in Genesis 1:24 

			“And God said, Let the earth bring forth the…creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind.”

			Dino Dave loves to read about how scientists discover the bones of dinosaurs and piece them together like a big puzzle, so we can see what the dinosaurs once looked like. And Dino Dave loves to travel to faraway places into the jungle to look for dinosaurs that might still be alive today.
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			One day, Dino Dave got a phone call from someone living in a different country. This person was a missionary. What is a missionary? A missionary is a person who travels somewhere to meet people and tell them about Jesus. Well, this missionary had traveled to Africa. He had taken his wife and all 5 children to the country of Cameroon. The country of Cameroon has some really big jungle swamps. The missionary went there to work with the people who lived on the edge of the swamp. These people did not have clean water to drink. They did not have doctors or hospitals to help them when they got sick. They did not even have nice clothes to wear. These people who lived on the edge of the great swamps were shorter than the people who lived in the cities. So, the city people gave them a special name: pygmies.
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			The missionary family went to the village to help the people. They gave medicine to the pygmies who became sick. They brought clothes for the pygmy children. Most of all, they hoped to be able to tell the pygmies the good news that Jesus loved them. But before they could talk to them about Jesus and the Bible, they needed to learn the language of the pygmy people. That took a long time. They would show things to a pygmy person and listen carefully to what word the pygmy used to describe it. They learned to say, “How are you?” in the Baka pygmy language: “Ā’yăppā?”

			One day the missionaries heard the pygmy people talking about an animal called “Mokele-mbembe.” They had not heard this word before. So, they asked what kind of African animal it was. “It is a very big animal that lives deep in the swamp,” said one old pygmy hunter. “It is very fierce and chases away all the other animals from its nest!” The missionary began to show pictures of large animals to the pygmies. He showed a picture of a crocodile. “Is that the Mokele-mbembe?” “Wo-pay [No, No,]” said the pygmy. The missionary showed a picture of an elephant. “Is that the Mokele-mbembe?” “Wo-pay.” Then the missionary showed them a picture of a big hippo. “Is that the Mokele-mbembe?” “Wo-pay!” None of the pictures the missionary showed them were like the Mokele-Mbembe. Finally, the missionary asked the pygmy hunter to draw a picture. The picture showed an animal with a long neck and long tail. The missionary ran to get a book on dinosaurs. He came back and showed the picture of an Apatosaurus. The pygmies nodded and loudly exclaimed, “Mokele-mbembe!”
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			Then the missionaries were all very excited and decided to call Dino Dave and his friend Bill to tell them. When Dino Dave heard from his missionary friends about a dinosaur living in the swamps of southern Cameroon, he decided to travel there and see what he could find. So, Dino Dave and Bill took a tent, sleeping bags, backpacks, canned food and a big rubber boat with paddles and traveled all the way to Africa. When they arrived, they met with the missionary and with some of the Baka pygmy leaders. Then they went with the pygmy hunters deep into the swamp. They visited jungle places where no people except pygmies had been. Finally, after days of hiking through swamps, they came to the Boomba River. This was the home of the Mokele-mbembe! Dino Dave and his friends began to blow a lot of air into the rubber boat, just like blowing up a huge balloon. After taking turns doing a lot of blowing (whoo, whoo, whoo) the boat was filled with air, and they were ready to float down the big jungle river.
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			What a boat ride this was! Monkeys yelled at each other from far up in the jungle trees and parrots screeched as they flew alongside the river. Do you think you would like to have been there with Dino Dave? All day long they traveled in their boat down the river. There was one time that the river water went so fast over the stones that Dino Dave was afraid. Would the boat tip over? Would he be swimming with the crocodiles? In the evening they stopped at a pygmy village to cook dinner, talk to the people about the Mokele-mbembe, and then sleep. The pygmy children would all gather in a big circle to see the strange white men who came in the strange boat and slept in the strange tent. The African children had never seen anything like it! Dino Dave and his pygmy friends ate a lot of bananas, tasted jungle honey, caught a deer, and even saw very poisonous snakes. They learned a lot about the Mokele-mbembe on that trip. One of the things they learned from the pygmies is how the Mokele-mbembe uses its long tail to fight against hippos and crocodiles. Dino Dave noticed a wood carving made in this region. It looks like a Mokele-mbembe statue! 
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			When Dino Dave returned home, he told scientists about what they had learned. Since then, other explorers have gone to the swamps and rivers of southern Cameroon looking for the Mokele-mbembe. They discovered old nests made by a Mokele-mbembe and even took pictures of footprints in mud on the side of the river. Even though the Mokele-mbembe is very large, it is very sneaky, and the swamp is very big. So far nobody has been able to get a photo of it. We have learned what fruit the Mokele-mbembe likes to eat, that it is bigger than a hippo, and how it uses its long tail to hit other animals that bother it. Here is a picture of what the pygmies say the Mokele-mbembe looks like.
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			This story about the Mokele-mbembe’s long tail reminded Dino Dave about an animal that the Bible calls “Behemoth.” In Job 40:15 God says, 

			“Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as an ox.”

			What is this animal called “behemoth” in the Bible? It is a lot like the Mokele-mbembe that the pygmies of Africa describe. The Bible says that it lives in the reeds and trees alongside the rivers, just like the swamps of southern Cameroon. Some people think Behemoth is just an elephant or a hippo. But the Bible tells us that it had a tail that it moved like a cedar tree, a really big tree. Boys and girls, does the elephant have a big tail like a cedar tree? How about the hippo? No, they do not have a strong tail like a tree! Also, the Bible describes Behemoth as the biggest thing that 
God made to walk the Earth. That sounds a lot like a big dinosaur. 
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			Why did God make such big, fierce animals? We know one of the reasons why was to show His divine power. God said Behemoth “is chief of the ways of God,” (Job 40:19) the biggest thing God made on the land. Do you know that God is so much stronger than any dinosaur? He can handle Behemoth like we would handle an ant! Wouldn’t it be frightening to be chased by a big dinosaur? They are so big, so powerful, and so scary that we would not want to get very close to them. But if these dinosaurs are big and scary, think how big God is. God made them, so He is a lot bigger and stronger than they are. When we see dinosaurs, it should make us think about how great God is!
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ADVENTURE 1

DiNo Dave &
THE MOKELE-MBEMBE

(Lesson: Dinosaurs show us how big and 9‘\’Yor\5 Ged is.)
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