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Hard Science Fiction – Old School


For Rozella

“We are off! And do we know it, not just because the world is yelling "Lift-off" in our ears, but because the seats of our pants tell us so! Trust your instruments, not your body, the modern pilot is always told, but this beast is best felt. Shake, rattle and roll!”

― Michael Collins
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Chapter 1
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2042 A.D.

The Lunans were still arriving in ships of fire, that is, people were flocking to the Moon to live and work in greater and greater numbers fifteen years after they had first returned.

To accommodate, the companies providing housing on the Moon were still building. Tima in Mare Frigoris, the first commercial settlement, was expanding but slowly. It had built up somewhat haphazardly and now as it approached a population of two hundred people it was getting more difficult to add livable space.

But that wasn't true of Fontenelle, also in Mare Frigoris. Founded by the New Lunar Corporation just south of the ice-bearing crater of the same name, it had been designed to expand. Down a central corridor with residential and commercial spaces off to each side, it was only necessary to add an airlock to an already prepared location to add another apartment or shop or business.

The corridor was shaped like a half section of hose. To this “frame,” built up with Mooncrete, a building material made from an alkali binder and Moon regolith by 3D printers, was overlayed several more feet of regolith for radiation protection. Underneath the floor of the corridor was an access area for pipes, electrical, and other utilities. Each residence or business had an entrance airlock off the main corridor with an “out-vac” airlock to the Moon's surface at the other end, to be used mostly for emergencies. Typically, the airlock to the main corridor served more as a door unless there was an atmosphere breach on either side.

The town had grown to four hundred people and half as many robots, most of them involved in one of New Lunar's industries; building, prospecting, mining, or tourism. There was also a small but growing cottage industry in providing crafts for other residents and those of Tima, one-hundred fifty-two miles away.

Now, two years after its founding Fontenelle was to expand. Another main corridor was being added perpendicular to the first. At the intersection would be a rotunda like area with the largest open floor area and highest indoor ceiling on the Moon. Room for six hundred more residents would eventually be available. New Lunar believed that with the expertise they had gained with the first corridor, the new corridor could be open and occupied within six months.

The only problem with the company's plans was that the general manager for construction had rotated back to Earth at the end of his contract and he wasn't interested in returning. To ensure that the schedule would be met New Lunar had hired away a construction foreman from Lunar Limited, the company building the Tima settlement.

Harlan Reynolds the former Lunar Limited foreman had accepted the offer. Harlan was about five feet ten inches and had very short brown hair that had already started receding in front even though he was only in his mid thirties. Harlan had been on the Moon for two years now, staying longer than most.
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