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            In a world full of uncertainty and challenges, it is vital to know who and what we can trust. Paul gives us a clear and powerful perspective: our security does not depend on our circumstances or abilities, but on Christ who strengthens us.

This message is essential for every believer, as it invites us to reflect on the source of our true security. Through this study, we will understand how to live with confidence, overcoming obstacles and facing challenges with the strength that Christ provides us.

This verse is not just a motivational slogan; it is a profound truth about our identity and capacity in Christ. May this passage inspire us to look beyond ourselves and find our true security in Jesus.

I. The Source of Our Security

This verse reveals that our security and strength come from Christ. This verse is a testimony to the power of God in our lives. It is not about what we can do, but what Christ can do through us.

This perspective completely changes the way we face life. In times of weakness or doubt, remembering that our ability comes from Christ is liberating. It means that we are not limited by our own strength or abilities.

In 2 Corinthians 12:9, Paul writes about how Christ's power is made perfect in our weakness. Thus, even in our limitations, we can be powerful because of Christ.

This security in Christ enables us to face challenges with a new attitude and hope. By depending on Christ, we overcome the limits imposed on us by our human nature. Our security in Christ is a constant source of strength, regardless of circumstances.

II. Overcoming Obstacles with Christ

Understanding that we can do all things in Christ who strengthens us helps us to overcome obstacles. This truth gives us the courage to face situations that seem impossible. In the Christian life, we encounter challenges, both spiritual and material. The verse we have read today gives us the confidence to face these challenges with the certainty that we are not alone.

This security allows us to take risks and take steps of faith, knowing that Christ is with us. In difficult situations, instead of giving up, we can lean on the strength of Christ. This attitude of trust in Christ leads to growth and learning experiences.

As we face obstacles with Christ, we develop a deeper and more mature faith. This security in Christ also enables us to be an example and an encouragement to others. With Christ, obstacles become opportunities to demonstrate His power and grace in our lives.

III. Living with confidence and dependence on Christ

Living in the security that Christ gives us means living in trust and dependence on Him. This way of living transforms our perspective on life and ourselves. It is not an arrogant confidence in our abilities, but a humble dependence on Christ.

This trust in Christ affects all areas of our lives, from everyday decisions to major challenges. In John 15:5, Jesus says that without Him we can do nothing, which underscores the importance of this dependence. This relationship with Christ gives us a peace and security that the world cannot offer.

By living in dependence on Christ, we find a strength and direction that only He can provide. This way of living leads to a richer and more satisfying experience in our relationship with God. Trusting in Christ and depending on Him allows us to face life with a positive and hopeful attitude. Our security in Christ is the key to a victorious and fulfilling Christian life.
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Continuing our journey through the Bible, we return today to the Old Testament to begin our study of the first book of the prophet Samuel.

The two Books of Samuel were classified as one book in the Jewish canon and should be considered as one volume. In the Latin Vulgate Bible, they appear as the first two of the four books of Kings. Our title identifies the name Samuel with these first two historical books. This is not because he is the writer, although we believe that Samuel is the writer of a good part of these books. It is rather because his extraordinary biography is presented at the beginning, and he figures prominently as the person God used to anoint the first two kings of Israel, that is, Saul and David. Samuel, then, is considered the writer of 1 Samuel until chapter 25, which records his death. Apparently, Nathan and Gad finished the writing of these books. We learn this from chapter 10, verse 25 of this First book of Samuel, where we read, "Samuel then expounded unto the people the laws of the kingdom, and wrote them in a book, which he kept before the Lord." And also the First book of Chronicles, chapter 29, verse 29, says: "The acts of king David, from the first to the last, are written in the book of the chronicles of Samuel the seer, and in the chronicles of Nathan the prophet, and in the chronicles of Gad the seer".

The Books of Samuel contain many familiar aspects. We read of the rise of the kingdom of Israel. We also have the story of Hannah and her son Samuel. We are also told in these books the story of David and Goliath, and the unusual and touching friendship of David and Jonathan. We also see the story of King Saul's visit to the soothsayer of Endor; and chapter 7 of 2 Samuel - one of the great chapters of the Word of God - presents God's covenant with David. Finally we find the story of David's great sin with Bathsheba, and the rebellion of his son Absalom.

In the book of Judges we saw how God used ordinary people, many of whom were seriously flawed. Their stories are a great encouragement to those of us who are ordinary people today. However, in the First and Second Books of Samuel we are going to meet some truly extraordinary characters, such as Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, and David. We will become familiar with each of them as we progress in our study of these books.

There are three issues that can be considered as themes of the First and Second Books of Samuel. Prayer is the first. The First Book of Samuel begins with prayer, and the Second Book of Samuel concludes with prayer. And prayer can also be seen between the two writings.

A second theme is the rise of the kingdom. We have in these books the record of the change of Israel's government from a theocracy to a kingdom. Of great significance also is God's covenant with David, which is detailed in the Second Book of Samuel, chapter 7.

The third theme is the beginning of the office of the prophet. The prophet is the character that stands out in these two books. When Israel was a theocracy, God acted through the priesthood. However, when the priests failed and a king was anointed, God set aside the priests and raised up the prophets as His messengers. We will note that for the nation of Israel this resulted in a deterioration rather than an improvement.

The rise of the kingdom is of particular importance. The two books of Samuel present the origin of this kingdom, which continues as a very important theme throughout both the Old and New Testaments. The first message of the New Testament was the message of John the Baptist, who said there in Matthew 3:2: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand". It is possible that the kingdom of which John spoke was the kingdom of the Old Testament, that kingdom which begins here in the Books of Samuel. We will observe that this kingdom has a very historical basis, an earthly origin, and geographical boundaries. This kingdom has a king, and his subjects are real people.

God's chosen form of government is a kingdom ruled by a king. However, changing the form of government today would not solve human problems. The defect is not in the form - but in the people who exercise the government. Any form of government is satisfactory if the people who rule are good. But a kingdom is God's ideal, and He intends to put His King on the throne of this earth someday. When Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, reigns in this world, His government will operate very differently than the various systems of government that mankind has created. There will be no need for a relief program for the poor because there will be no poverty. The Prince of Peace, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords will not institute any ecological or moral reform programs. When He reigns, justice and peace will cover this earth as the waters cover the sea.

In these two books of Samuel the coming millennial reign of Christ is foreshadowed in various ways; and in the establishment of the kingdom of Israel we observe three things that our world needs: First, our world needs a king with power and who exercises that power in righteousness; second, our world needs a king who rules in complete dependence on God; and third, our world needs a king who rules in complete obedience to God. The Lord Jesus Christ, the coming King of kings, is exactly the One whom the world so desperately needs today.

As we now enter into our study of the First Book of Samuel, it is important to remember the following points. In the first eight chapters we have Samuel, the prophet of God. In chapters 9 through 15 we have Saul, the man of Satan. Finally, in chapters 16 to 31 we have a contrast between David, the man of God and Saul, who as we have already said represents the man of Satan.

And now we are ready to enter the first chapter of this First Book of Samuel. In this first chapter we have Elkanah and his two wives. We also have Hannah's prayer, Samuel's birth and his presentation to the Lord.

This First Book of Samuel begins with the cry of a godly woman. While the people were asking for a king, Hannah was asking for a child. God built the throne on the weeping of a woman. When the woman assumes her exalted position, God builds her a throne.

The high priest, Eli, thought Hannah was drunk when he observed her as she prayed to the Lord before the tabernacle in Shiloh. When he discovered her true anxiety to have a child, he blessed her. Later, Hannah gave birth to her son, Samuel, and brought him to Eli to fulfill her vow.

Let us begin, then, by reading the first two verses of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Samuel.

"There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Sufite of the mountains of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite. And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninah had children, but Hannah had no children."

We are told here that Elkanah had two wives. Some would say that in those days God approved of a man having more than one wife. However, if you read the account carefully, you will notice that God did not approve of Elkanah having two wives. The mere fact that certain things are recorded in Scripture does not mean that God approves of them. He simply gives us certain data or facts regarding history, people and events. Satan's lies, for example, are also included in the Scriptures, but that does not mean that God approves of them. Adam's sin and Abraham's sin were also recorded. God showed His disapproval when Abraham took the servant Hagar as his second wife. The fruits of his sin still exist. Ishmael, Abraham's son with Hagar, became the head of the Arab nation, and Jews and Arabs still live in permanent conflict today. Because Elkanah had two wives, there were difficulties in the family, as we shall see later. This is evidence that God did not approve of this situation and was not blessing them at this particular time. Let us now look at verse 3.

"Every year that man went up from his city to worship and offer sacrifices to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, where two of Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas, priests of the Lord, were."

As we read this verse a question arises in our mind that is somewhat disturbing. That question is: Why did Samuel feel it necessary to tell us that the two sons of Eli were in the tabernacle? Well, we will find out later why he told us. Now going up to the tabernacle to worship God was not all that one would expect it to be. In fact, it was an ill-advised place to go, because these sons of Eli were "sons of Belial" that is, sons of the devil.

Sometimes one does not even imagine what is the most dangerous place where one could be. There are many who say, concerning the upper room, "How wonderful it would have been to be there with Jesus!" But is that true, do you know who was in the upper room? Well, Satan was there! He had not been invited, but he was there; the account tells us that he entered Judas. The upper room was the most dangerous place you could find yourself in that night in all of Jerusalem. So, going to worship God had its difficulties in that time of Samuel also, and evil was present there in the tabernacle, in the persons of the sons of Eli. It is interesting that this is mentioned here at this juncture, at the beginning of the First Book of Samuel. Let us now read verses 4 and 5 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Samuel.

"When the day came for Elkanah to offer sacrifice, he gave to Peninah, his wife, the share that was due him, as well as to each of his sons and daughters. But to Hannah he gave a choice portion, because he loved Hannah, although the Lord had not granted her to have children."

Elkanah gave more to Anna than he gave to his other wife and all his children. Why? Because he loved Hannah. Now, the Lord had not granted him to have children; and it says here in verse 6:

"And her rival vexed her, angering and grieving her because the Lord had not granted her to have children."

Who was Ana's adversary mentioned here? She was Penina, Elkanah's other wife. They were not on speaking terms and did not have a very happy home. There were big problems in the family and they had no counselor to turn to for help. Hannah was probably one of the most miserable people in the world at that time, but here we see that she turned to God in prayer. Let's continue reading verses 7 to 11 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Samuel.

"So she did every year; and when she went up to the house of the Lord, he vexed her thus, so that Hannah wept and did not eat. And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Hannah, why weepest thou? why dost thou not eat? and why is thy heart grieved? am not I not better to thee than ten sons? After eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah arose, and while Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by a pillar in the temple of the Lord, she, in bitterness of soul, prayed to the Lord and wept disconsolately. And she vowed a vow, saying, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt look upon the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then will I dedicate him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall pass over his head."

The expression "she with bitterness of soul" in verse 10 describes the deep pain she felt for not having a son. So she asked for a son and promised God two things if her request was granted: 1) that her son would be a priest in the Levitical service all the days of his life, and 2) that she would make him a Nazarite, that is, a man set apart for God's service.

Now let's look at what happened here in verses 12 and 13:

"As she prayed at length before the Lord, Eli watched her lips. But Hannah prayed silently, and only her lips moved; her voice was not heard, so that Eli thought her drunk."

Eli was the high priest, and his attention was drawn to this distressed woman who came to the tabernacle and began to pray. He watched her mouth and saw that she was moving her lips, but he could not hear any words. Nor could he read the movement of her lips to know what she was saying. Now let us observe his reaction, which gives us an idea as to the spiritual and moral conditions of that time. Eli's sons drank, they got drunk, they partied there and Eli knew it, but he never took any action. He was an indulgent father. When Hannah prayed with such fervor of heart, Eli thought she was drunk. Do you know why? Because others had come drunk to the house of the Lord. This place of worship was really not the best place to go at that time. And verses 14 and 15 say:

"Then said Eli unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? drink thy wine! But Hannah said to him, 'No, my lord; I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord."

Today we no longer hear prayers like this prayer of Anne's, do we? Our prayers are already very solemn, with phrases prepared in advance, calculated so that those who listen will give their approval. Now Hannah, not wanting Eli to receive a bad impression, went on to tell him here in verses 16 to 18:

"Do not regard your handmaid as an ungodly woman, for it is only because of the extent of my distress and my affliction that I have been speaking thus far. Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you the petition which you have asked of him," said Eli to her. Let your handmaid find favor in your sight," she answered. So the woman went her way, and ate, and was no longer sad.

Eli realized his mistake and pronounced a prophetic blessing. We are told that Hannah, then, was not sad again, which was evidence that she had confidence that God had heard her prayer, and would answer it. Let us now read verse 20 of this chapter 1 of the First Book of Samuel, which then speaks of

The birth of Samuel

"And it came to pass at the fullness of the time, when Hannah had conceived, that she bore a son, and called his name Samuel, because she said, I have asked him of the Lord."

As we said a moment ago, this first book of Samuel began with the cry of a godly woman. While the people were crying for a king, Hannah was crying for a child.

How this contrasts with our contemporary society, Dear Reader! We hear more and more about abortion. We do not intend to address this abortion issue here, but what a contrast there is between Anne, who wanted to have a child, and so many women today who do not want to have their children, and choose to get rid of them. We understand that there may be some exceptions in which abortion may be essential for the life of the mother or for the survival of the child, but that exception must be scientifically determined by experts. The case in our day is that many want to turn away from keeping God's commandments in order to exercise a supposedly full freedom, but are not willing to pay the consequences. If a child is conceived, that child should be born and remain under the responsibility of those who brought it into the world. We need to understand the biblical principle expressed in Galatians 6:7, where the Apostle Paul said, "Be not deceived: God cannot be mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." We are living in times when this subject is treated with much levity. In contrast to our history and like many mothers today, Hannah lived longing to have a son, and when she had him, she gratefully dedicated that son to the Lord. That is why we said that, in a certain way, upon her anguish and her weeping, God built a kingdom. What a tremendous tribute and marvelous monument to the cry of this woman!

Let us now see how Hannah cared for her baby until the proper time came for her to take him to Jerusalem and leave him there in fulfillment of the vow she had made to God when she asked him to give her a son. Let us now read verses 24 to 28, where it is related to us that

Samuel was brought to Eli the priest

"After he had weaned him, and the child was still very young, he brought him with him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh, with three calves, twenty-two quarts of wheat, and a cruse of wine. And when they had slain the bullock, they brought the child to Eli. And Hannah said unto him, O my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. For this child I prayed, and the Lord gave me what I asked of him. So I dedicate him also to the Lord; all the days that he shall live, he shall be the Lord's. And he worshipped the Lord there.

When Hannah brought her offering to the Lord, she fulfilled the vow she had made to God. She said, "I have promised to bring this child to the Lord and here it is." Her eyes may have filled with tears as she said goodbye to Samuel, but her heart overflowed with joy because that child was irrefutable proof that God had heard and responded positively to her request, and now she was there fulfilling the promise she had made to the Lord. Hannah's decision to dedicate Samuel completely to the Lord's service was irrevocable.

This mother named Anna was, therefore, our first character in this book, and she has left us the image of a believing woman, who poured out her soul before God in prayer, begging him to grant her the most important request of her life. God heard her. And God answered her prayer. Dear reader, we invite you to turn to God in prayer. There are requests that no human power could ever grant. And we think of the transcendental importance of the soul, of the soul that feels distant from God and needs to communicate with Him. Aware of this remoteness, people live incomplete, unsatisfied lives. And they need to get in touch with their Creator, with their Savior. In these circumstances, prayer can be transformed into a cry, like the prayer of a psalm. I believe that the ancient words in these songs of the Bible are adequate to express the cry of the human being of our time, because of his frustration and despair. So we leave you today with the words of Psalm 130: "From the depths, O Lord, I have cried out to you, O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. Lord, if you were mindful of iniquities, who, O Lord, could stand? But in you there is forgiveness, that you may be reverenced. I hope in the Lord; in Him my soul waits, and in His word I have my hope. My soul waits for the Lord... for in the Lord there is mercy, and in Him is plenteous redemption."
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1 Samuel 2:1-35
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In this chapter we have Hannah's prophetic prayer; the sin of Eli's sons; Samuel's ministry in the tabernacle; and the judgment on Eli's sons. Now, we will see here that Hannah's prayer of thanksgiving was prophetic as she first mentioned the Messiah in verse 10. We will also see that the sons of Eli were wicked and unworthy to serve as priests. An anonymous prophet warned Eli that his line of descent would be removed from the priesthood and that God would raise up a faithful priest, according to verse 25. Now, verse 26 is interesting, because the words: "he grew and became acceptable before God and before men" were said only about Samuel and Jesus. Let us read the first verse of this second chapter of the first book of Samuel, to begin to consider one of the most important prayers in the Bible,

Anne's prophetic prayer

"Then Hannah prayed and said, 'My heart rejoices in the Lord, my power is exalted in the Lord; my mouth laughs at my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation.'"

Here Hannah spoke of "her power" but she meant her strength in the Lord. She rejoiced in the fact that God had given her a son. She was victorious over those who mocked her for being barren, and she rejoiced in His salvation. She had experienced deliverance.

As we have already indicated many times, salvation takes place in three tenses: past, present and future. First: We have been saved. The Lord Jesus Christ, in the Gospel according to John, chapter 5, verse 24, said: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life". And that means that God has freed us from the guilt of sin through the death of Christ. That is justification, and it refers to the past tense.

Secondly, God has also delivered us from what theologians called "the contamination of sin". This is the present deliverance; that is, we are being saved. It is a deliverance from the infirmities of our physical part, from its sins, from the failures of the mind, and the actions of the will. This, then, is the present salvation of which Anna spoke. It is sanctification, and refers to the present time.

Thirdly and lastly, we have salvation and deliverance from death still remaining in the future. Now, it is not about physical death, but spiritual death. John the apostle said in his first letter, chapter 3, verse 2: "Beloved, now we are children of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is". This is a future salvation, that is, we will be saved. That will be the glorification and it refers to the future time. So, in short, we have been saved. We are being saved, and we will be saved. And Hannah rejoiced in His salvation.

You may remember that the prophet Jonah said in chapter 2 of his book, verse 9: "Salvation is of the Lord" The psalmist said many times that salvation was of the Lord. The great truth of salvation is that it is accomplished by the grace of God. It means that we have been freely justified by His grace. That word "freely" means, undeservedly, in the sense that God found nothing, absolutely nothing in us that merited salvation. He found the explanation in Himself, namely, that He loves us. Now, Hannah went on to speak here in verse 2 and said:

"There is none holy like the Lord; for there is none besides thee, neither is there any refuge like unto our God."

In the Old Testament, God was called "a Rock". In the New Testament, in the letter to the Ephesians, chapter 2, verse 20, the Lord Jesus Christ was called "the cornerstone". In the Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16, verse 18, Christ spoke of Himself when He said: "and upon this rock I will build my church". That Rock on which Hannah rested is the same Rock on which you and I rest today. There is no refuge like our God. And Hannah went on to say in verse 3:

"Do not multiply words of pride and haughtiness; let arrogant words cease out of your mouth, for the Lord is the all-knowing God, and it is for him to weigh actions."

When we turn to God in prayer we must be very careful, Dear Reader, not to allow our haughtiness to become an obstacle. We must recognize our weakness, our inadequacy, and our inability. Sometimes we hear people ask the following question: Why didn't God hear my prayer? And to put it bluntly, why did he have to hear it? What right do you have to pray? Now, if you have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, then it is true that you have the right to approach Him in the name of Jesus Christ. As children, we have the right to come to Him, but, we must remember that our prayers must be in accordance with His will. Let us now continue with verses 4 through 6 of this chapter 2 of the first book of Samuel:

"The bows of the strong are broken, and the weak are girded with strength. Those who are full are hired for bread, and the hungry cease to hunger; even the barren gives birth seven times, but she who has many children languishes. The Lord gives death and life; he brings down to the grave and brings back".

The whole idea here in this passage is that God is the one who gives life. As Job said in Job chapter 1, verse 21: "Naked I came forth from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord." God alone, Dear Reader, has the right to give life and to take it away. Until you and I have the power to give life, we have no right to take it away. Only God has that power. Therefore, God will declare Himself responsible for the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, which occurred in Acts chapter 5, and He will not excuse Himself. God does not need to give us any excuse, for the fact that He has the purpose of judging the wicked, who will enter into death and will be separated from God. God will not apologize for what He does because this is His universe and we are His creatures. He is running the universe according to the way He wants to run it. However, it must be made clear that God does not work according to whims, but according to spiritual and moral laws that He Himself has given us in His Word.

Dear reader, it is truly wonderful that you and I can prostrate ourselves before God, and experience His blessing, if we are willing to do things according to His will. Let us continue with this prayer of Hannah and read here in verse 7:

"The Lord impoverishes and enriches, abases and exalts".

This verse raises a question that many of us often ask, and that is: Why is it that some are rich while others are poor? It is not possible for us to understand why God has allowed this great inequality, that some live in opulence, while others are in need or misery. Is it not true that sin, wickedness and human selfishness have much to do with this situation? Perhaps we might come to think that it would be possible for us to correct this state of affairs and distribute wealth a little better. But do you know, dear reader, that He did not leave that task to us? That is up to Him, and one day He will explain it to us, as well as other human questions such as, for example, suffering. Let us wait for that explanation because He does have the answer. And Hannah continued her prayer here in verses 8 and 9 of this chapter 2 of the first book of Samuel and said:

"He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts up the needy from the dunghill, to make him sit with princes and inherit a place of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's; he has established the world upon them. He keeps the feet of his saints, but the wicked perish in darkness; for no one will be strong by his own strength".

This verse tells us that man by his own effort, by his own power and strength, can never accomplish anything that is acceptable to God. And today we have to recognize that fact. It is only what we do through the power of the Holy Spirit that will be of value. We need to learn to depend on Him and to rest in Him. Let's look now at verse 10 of this chapter 2 of the first book of Samuel:

"His adversaries shall be broken before the Lord, and he shall thunder upon them from heaven. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth, give power to his King, and exalt the might of his Anointed."

This is one of the great verses of Scripture, and the first to use the word "Messiah". The word "Anointed" is the Hebrew word for Messiah. This same word is translated "Christs" in the Greek New Testament. It is the title of the Lord Jesus. God was preparing to establish the kingdom. Israel would reject the theocracy, and therefore, God was going to give them a king. Let's continue with verse 11:

"Then Elkanah returned to his house at Ramah, and the child remained to serve the Lord with Eli the priest."

It seems as if Samuel was brought to a place of protection and refuge. The tabernacle should have been such a place, but unfortunately it was not, for we read here in verse 12, which mentions

The wicked sons of Levi

"The sons of Eli were ungodly men, who had no knowledge of the Lord."

Eli's sons were not saved, and yet they were serving in the same tabernacle. Now, as this passage indicates, little Samuel was in a dangerous place, but we can be sure that his mother continued to pray for him. Let us observe what happened in the tabernacle. Let's read verses 13 through 16 of this chapter 2 of the first book of Samuel:
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