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    May our Saviour constantly bless the good people of Bible Baptist Church in Puyallup Washington. You have been patient and attentive to the Word of God.


Thank you Anita. What a powerful support you have been in our ministry.


To Bohannan and Caleb, the most important thing in my life has been to be your dad.

      

    



To the reader......






Because these were originally a series of messages I delivered to the congregation I am blessed to pastor, you will find them to be more devotional and "preachy" than academic. I have attempted in most cases to give the general background, authorship and theme of the various books as I preached through them. In doing so I ran across a number of discrepancies, not in the Bible, but in the scholarship of those resources I consulted. There are some general differences of opinion concerning exactly when and sometimes in what order certain books of the Bible were written. I made little attempt to reconcile those differences as I consider them to be trivial to the overall point of God's Word.
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PRAYERFULLY THOSE WHO read this will gain a wonderful taste of the Bible as a whole book.




Chapter One
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"The Book of Beginnings"  
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Genesis 1:1-2

––––––––
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MY PERSONAL TITLE FOR Genesis in not very creative or original.

I just call it - THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS.

It has long been an accepted fact by those who believe and study the Bible that Genesis was 


	Written by Moses and given to him 

	Through the leadership of the Holy Ghost 

	As he studied the things written before and the verbal traditions of the Jewish people.  



Genesis is the earliest example of God's design to preserve His Word by moving upon holy men.  


Moses did not receive this material through revelation, but God moved in him as he studied.



That is exactly how we have the preserved Word of God today.

God moved upon the hearts of men who were students of the Word of God, to translate it into the common language of the people.  English.

He did not give them brand new revelation.

But He did move upon them as they studied His written Word, so they were able to give to us the exact English Word God intended for us.

The date of writing must be sometime after Moses' experience at the burning bush and the close of the 40 year wilderness wandering. 

If the Exodus took place near 1400 B.C., this would place its writing between 1445 B.C. and 1405 B.C.

Outline

Being a book of beginnings, Genesis tells us of God's work in: 


	Beginning the Universe

	The Human Race

	The Nation through which the Saviour would eventually come



THE BEGINNING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNIVERSE

Chapter 1:1

This chapter is questioned for credibility today.  

The believer is challenged almost immediately whether he will believe God's Word or not.  

Either we can trust the revelation of the beginning of everything, or we cannot trust the revelation of the Bible at all!

The book begins, not with an explanation about God, but with a declaration there is a God.  

Two important things are learned about Him:

A.  God is Powerful


	
See His power in the Method of creation - He spoke it into existence.


	
See His power in the Material of creation - He called it into existence with nothing.


	
See His power in the Time of creation - God created all that is in six literal days.  On the seventh day He rested.




The power of God is a very important truth, as we grow in the Lord, we need to see the Lord as the One Who is Able.


	Able to make all grace abound

	Able to supply all our needs

	Able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think



With men, things are impossible, but ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE FOR GOD! Therefore, "we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us!"

B. God is Personal

Genesis shows us that God has all the attributes of personality.


	God Speaks - as He spoke all things into existence.

	God Sees - as He saw that what he created is good.

	God Senses - as He knows what is good and VERY good.



Not only is God able to be a very present help in our time of need...

He is interested enough to be that help!

Peter says,

"Casting all your cares upon Him, FOR HE CARETH FOR YOU!"

THE BEGINNING OF HUMANITY

Chapters 2-11

Humanity is seen to take a sudden plunge from the greatest of all God's creation to a sin sick and fallen race.  

While God may not strive with man forever, God always provides a way of escape for the man who seeks Him.


	Man is Created in Innocence (Chapter2)

	Man is Corrupted  through Disobedience (chapter 3-5)

	Man is Condemned because of wickedness (chapters 5-6)

	Man is Converted by Grace (chapters 6-11)



THE BEGINNING OF GOD'S NATION

Chapters 12-50

Nearly one forth of the book of Genesis is taken up, not with the creation of the heavens and the earth, nor the fall and sin of man.  

The greater majority of Genesis is involved with God's work to call out a nation from which His Saviour would come.

God is much more interested in telling us how to be saved than telling us how rotten we are.  

It is necessary that we know our sinfulness in order to get saved.  However, God's great desire is that we would be saved from our sin, not suffer and be burdened with it.  

As God develops His nation, notice:

A. It Had a Slow Beginning

12:1-3

It started with just one man - Abram.  

Although he was married, he had no children and his wife was apparently unable to have them.  


	Abram was 100 years old before God gave them their first child to start this new race (Isaac).  

	That child only had two children.  

	Only one of them was used to found this new race and he only had 12 children.  

	Genesis ends with this great nation having only 70 members.



I take comfort in this.  

God's work does not have to have a fast-paced, quick-start beginning. Good churches seldom grow rapidly at the first. They take time to lay the right type of foundation. In God's time, He blesses His churches with growth.

B. It Had a Sorry Beginning

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and nearly all of Jacob's children manifested as many sinful qualities as godly ones.  

One of the greatest qualities of the Bible is that it does not seek to whitewash the sin of its heroes.  

Through this we learn that God uses weak vessels. This is not to say we ought to glory in sin, but that we ought not be overcome from it either.

C. It Had a Spiritual Beginning

God's new nation had a unique worship from the very beginning.  

Abram was called to leave his father and homeland to go to a land God would show him.  

This involved, among other things, changing his form of worship and focus of worship.  

Abram founded a nation of people 


	Whose God was living, not static.  

	Whose God was the creator, not created.  

	Whose God was almighty, not mortal and not menial, as the gods of the pagans were.



Abram's first act when he entered the Promised Land was to make an altar and worship God.  This became the practice of his life. It was passed down from him to his son; to Jacob, and then, to his children as well. They were not a perfect people, but they did know the true God.

D. It had a Supernatural Beginning

Abraham "... staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;" (Romans 4:20)

The early history of God's nation, the Jews, is a story of one supernatural work after another.


	
God supernaturally led Abram to a land, which he did not know when he left.


	
God supernaturally gave Abraham and Sarah a child when they were both passed the age of childbearing.


	
God supernaturally provided a lamb to replace Isaac as an offering


	
God supernaturally worked that Jacob's sheep always out produced Laban's


	
God supernaturally placed Joseph in the second in command seat in Egypt, and


	
God supernaturally gave Joseph a plan by which the Jews could be saved from starvation and sheltered until full grown.




Genesis is, in my opinion, the most important book in the Bible.  

Without it, much of the rest of the Bible would not make sense.

Genesis tells us:


	Where we came from

	Why we are here

	How we got into the mess we are in, and

	How we can get out of it now that we are in it







Chapter Two
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GOD'S PLAN IS A MAN
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Exodus 3:1-10

I have given Exodus the title, "God's Plan is a Man"

You check out the work of God through all of human history, and His plan has always included using MAN.

ADAM

When He created Adam, he told him to subdue the earth and keep it.

Think about that.  God created everything that existed just by speaking it into existence - DON'T YOU THINK HE COULD HAVE TAKEN CARE OF IT IF HE HAD CHOSEN?

But He chose instead to develop a plan where man would keep it.

NOAH

When sin had so filled the world that “it repented God that he made man”. Genesis 6:6 - God destroyed the earth with a flood.  But ONE man found grace in the eyes of the Lord

And God used him to rebuild the human race.

ABRAHAM

God founded the nation of people from which the Saviour would come from just one man.

MOSES

God delivered Israel from Egypt by using a man

JESUS

And even God's plan of salvation involved the sacrificial death of the MAN, CHRIST JESUS.

Let me get back to Exodus tonight. 

The second book of the law of Moses, Exodus was obviously written after the Exodus and prior to the finish of the 40 year wilderness wanderings of Israel (when Moses died.)  

Outline and Summary

The book of Genesis leaves Israel as a handful of people (70 souls) tucked away in Egypt for their spiritual protection and incubation.  

We now discover - some 430 years later - a huge nation of people who, though still in Egypt, were no longer protected by her.  

Time having erased the memory of Joseph, the Jewish Second in Command of Egypt; the reigning Pharaoh forces the Jews into slavery and then presses them down fiercely.

Exodus contains two major divisions; (1.) The Deliverance of the Nation (chapters 1-18) and (2). The Development of the Law (chapter 19-40)

Find in the first half of Exodus;

THE DELIVERANCE OF THE NATION

A. The Cry of Israel

Chapter 1:8-11

While Exodus 3:7 is where we first hear about the cry of Israel to the Lord, it is from the experiences of Exodus chapter one that they are crying!

God hears when His people cry.  

God is not a far away Personage who has no time or patience for our troubles.  

He is a very present help in our time of need.  

Throughout the Scriptures we will find that God is there to deliver His people whenever they cry out and for whatever reason they are in trials.

God still hears our cries

Time and time again I have gone to the Lord in prayer with a broken heart and a tremendous need and seen God bring peace to my soul AND ANSWER MY PRAYERS!

I believe that the verse, "Ye have not, because ye ask not" is one of the most true verses in all the Bible in the world in which we now live!

B. The Coming of Moses

Chapter 2

Here is God's plan - a man named Moses.

This is still before the first time the Bible says that Israel was crying out to God -

BUT GOD IS ALREADY in the process of bringing to the people a deliverer!

God knows what we need far before we do!  

And, while He asks us to pray, HE IS BUSY ANSWERING OUR PRAYERS BEFORE WE PRAY THEM.

Moses was born to be a deliverer.

Every one of us is born to be something for the Lord.  Are you serving Him?

C. The Call of the Deliverer

Chapters 3-4

I like the story of the burning bush.


	It was an ordinary bush

	It was a homely bush

	It was a BUSH ON FIRE FOR GOD!



Moses couldn't help but want to go and see it!

We do not have to be extraordinary, and we do not have to be beautiful in the world's eyes. What we do need to be is ON FIRE FOR THE LORD! If that is true of us - if God's fire burns inside us - PEOPLE WILL COME TO SEE AND HEAR WHAT WE HAVE TO SAY.

D. The Confrontation of Pharaoh

Chapters 5-12

I'll not take the time to go through the ten plagues God put Egypt through before he let Moses' people go.

The key lesson through them all is,

God is greater!  

Greater than all the tricks of the Devil and tactics of the world!

Pharaoh's magicians would try to copy the miracles that Moses performed, but never succeeded in doing anything but making things worse.

E. The Crossing of the Red Sea

Chapters 13-15

While the whole story only occupies three chapters of the Bible, God's parting of the Red Sea and Israel's crossing is one of the most significant events in the entire Bible.

1 Corinthians 10:1-4

Nothing has demonstrated the difference between the people of God and the people of the world more than that crossing.

God used the parting of the Red Sea to deliver God's People, but used the same parting to destroy the World's People.

I am reminded of the case in Acts 19:14-16, where some unsaved people attempted to cast out a devil using the name of Jesus, whom Paul preached.

The possessed man attacked the seven sons of Sceva saying, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye?"

Religion is one of the greatest benefits to mankind we have - if it is exercised by the saved.

However, religion has sent more souls to hell than probably any other single factor in this world!

The children of Israel were instructed to teach their children generation after generation about the parting of the Red Sea.

We need to teach generation after generation about another great event that divides people.

The sacrifice of Christ is the salvation of the believer and the stumblingblock of the unbeliever.

The same message that saves those of us who accept it, is the message that condemns to hell those who do not!

F. The Care of God's People

Chapters 16-18

The two basic necessities are both miraculously provided in chapters 16-17.

Food and water.

In chapter 16, God provided for them two types of food.

Quail in the evening and manna in the Morning.

They had fried chicken at night and Pancakes in the morning!  Can't beat that!

In chapter 17, God provided water out of a rock!

What you see here is that God does care and provide for His own!

If only we would learn to TRUST Him first instead of COMPLAINING first!

Israel reminds me too much of us!

They murmured and complained BEFORE God even had a chance to meet their needs!

G. The Commandments of the Lord

Chapter 19

The Ten Commandments is unquestionably the most important legal document ever produced!

Written by the very hand of God, there is nothing that has so influenced human civilization as much!

The second section of the Book of Exodus is

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAW

Chapter 19-40

The Mosiac Law has three basic parts with three different ways to apply them today:

A. The Moral Law.

These are the Ten Commandments and they are still in effect today in exactly the same way when they were first delivered.  

They were not given as a means to earn salvation and they still do not.  

The Moral laws of God are truths that are right forever.  

Civilized nations around the world have used these same moral laws to develop decency among their citizenry.

B. The Civil Law.

These included provisions for 


	
procuring a military


	
providing for the poor 


	
punishing the criminal


	
protecting the innocent




It is still advisable to heed many portions of the civil law. Many of these laws are just good common sense.  

They deal with cleanliness, ethics, and individual health.  

They advise us on interpersonal relationships with neighbors and the problems we might have with them. 

These laws have made their way into the fabric of the Constitution of the United States, as the framers of the Constitution studied the civil law of God as they were working on the document which governs this great nation.

C. The Ceremonial Law

This portion of the law was nailed to the cross with Jesus (Col. 2:14).  They are not for today and are a burden that the earliest Christian leaders declared need not be placed upon the believer in Christ (Acts 15:28-29).

Too many think that EVERY THING in the Old Testament has been done away with.

That is not true.  

The Christian must study to show himself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15).

Proper division of the Scriptures will help us maintain that right relationship with both the New AND the Old Testaments!

Conclusion:

If God’s plan is a man, you can rest assured there is some plan He has for you.

There is some part of God’s holy plan that is yours and yours alone to complete.

1 Samuel 13:14

...the Lord hath sought Him a man after His own heart,...

––––––––
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EZEKIEL 22:30

And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me in the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.


	Will you be that one?

	Will you step up to the plate and let God use you?










Chapter Three
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THESE ARE THE FEASTS
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Leviticus 23:4

The importance of the book of Leviticus cannot be over stated.  While it is one of the more complicated books for the young Christian to comprehend, its message is too important to set aside for its difficulty factor.  

Leviticus is often called "the commentary to Hebrews" and explains the ministry of Christ on the cross through a series of offerings, sacrifices, and feasts.  Each one portrays the work of Christ from a new angle so, by the end, we have a complete understanding of the Cross.

C.W. Slemming​[1] noted that 


	Genesis covers a history of 2,400 years

	Exodus covers a history of 360 years 

	Leviticus covers a history of only 30 days 



––––––––
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THE WORD 


	"Atonement" is found 45 times

	"Holiness" or "holy," 87 times

	"Blood" 87 times



Chapter 23 lists briefly, all seven of the Feasts of the Jews.

Each of those feasts has a significance concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, and concerning our relationship to him as Christians.

FEAST OF PASSOVER 

vs 5

Notice that this verse doesn't tell us very much about the feast itself - just when it was to be observed.

The 14th day of the 1st (Jewish) Month, which is March/April.

Passover is observed this year on Thursday, March 28.  

We have the account of the first Passover given to us in the Book of Exodus, and we have other portions of the Bible that teach the details of the Feast.

Passover goes back to the night in Egypt, when God instructed the Jews to kill a lamb and prepare it for the family to eat.

They were to take some of the blood of the Lamb and put it on the post and lintel of the door as a sign that the lamb had been killed.

That night, the death angel came through Egypt, and killed the first-born son of every family, Jewish and Egyptian, that did not have the blood on the door.

Passover is

A. A Picture of Salvation through Christ's Blood 

When the Death Angel passed through the country that night, 


	
It did not matter if a person was a Jew or not.  The Blood was required to be saved from the death


	It did not matter if a person really believed in God or not. The blood was necessary to be saved

	It did not matter that they had been good people

	It did not matter if they had read the Bible 

	It did not matter if they had gone to services



What was required to be saved was the sacrifice of a Lamb and the blood on the door!!

The Passover is a picture for us of the fact that THE BLOOD OF CHRIST IS NECESSARY TO BE SAVED!

Not religious beliefs.

Not good deeds and honest intentions.

Only the Blood of Christ can wash away our sins and rescue us from a certain future in Hell!

But secondly, the Passover

B. Tells us of our need of salvation.

A person can talk about salvation all day long, know all the doctrinal fine points, and be able to discuss the pro's and con's of being saved with the best of them.

But the fact remains that a person's real need IS TO BE SAVED!


	People come to church

	People talk about the Bible

	People send their kids to Sunday School



What people really need to do is come to Jesus Christ and ask HIM TO SAVE THEM!


	That is why He died

	That is why He Rose Again from the grave

	That is why He is in heaven today praying for us



FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD

Lev 23:6-8

The Feast of Unleavened Bread began the day after the eating of the Passover.

The first step was to remove all leaven (a Bible type of sin) from the home. 

The Jews would completely clean their houses of every kind of leaven and leave it so for seven full days.

All the food they fixed for those seven days was fixed without leaven.  Everything they ate was free from leaven.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread was

A. A Picture of the Sinlessness of Christ 

Hebrews 4:15

The Doctrine of the sinlessness of Christ is one of the most important in the Bible.

If Christ had had sin in His own life, He could not have paid for ours.  

It is an essential doctrine of Christ.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread also speaks to us today,

B. Tells us of our need of sanctification (from sin).

1Thessalonians 4:3

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, ... (KJV)

1. One of the most comforting truths in the Bible is that Christ came into this world to save sinners.

We don't have to clean up our lives BEFORE we can get saved.

In fact, we can't really clean them up in God's eyes prior to our salvation.

The best and most respected of persons, if he is unsaved, is on equal ground with the most despicable of characters in the eyes of the Lord!

We do not have to clean up our lives in order to be saved.

2. But God does want Christians to get the sin out of their lives after they are saved!

Listen, just because God saved you despite your sin, DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT IS ALL RIGHT TO KEEP SINNING.

You may think that God is ignoring your sin. 

You may think that He isn't as bothered by it as the Christians seem to be.

But believe me, God commands us TO REPENT of sin!

Acts 17:30

He expects 


	That you will get convicted of your sins

	That you will confess to God your sins

	That you will begin to forsake and quit those sins



And, if you do not, be assured of this, that Christ will hold you accountable for them in some way.

The feast of unleavened Bread tells us to clean away our sins after we get saved.

––––––––
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FEAST OF FIRST FRUITS 

Lev 23:9-14

This feast was held one day after the Sabbath Day following the Passover.

The Jews were required of God to present to Him the very first sheaf of grain they harvested for the year.

This was such an important thing for them, that (I understand) they adjusted their calendars according to this Feast.

They would watch their fields to see when the first stocks of grain would be ripened.  

You know how farmers are.  

A wheat farmer can tell you the exact day his crops will be ready to harvest three of four weeks before they are ripe.

They would figure out what day the first stocks of grain would be ripe, and that day would be 16th day of the first month. 

Then, from there, they would know what day to celebrate the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread!

The Feast of Firstfruits is

A. A Picture of the Saviour's Resurrection, (and of the saint's) 

1 Cor 15:20 says

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. (KJV)

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is meant, among other things, as an assurance of our own resurrection some day.

Jesus said, concerning His resurrection, "Because I live, ye shall live also."

Paul said "If Christ be not risen, our faith is in vain."

The Feast of First fruits also

B. Tells us of our need to serve the Lord 

Rom. 6:4

There are two things I would like to remind you of here:

1. We are To Give God Our First

Some people give to God out of what they have left at the end of the month.

Others budget God in and figure out an amount they feel like they can afford to give the Lord.

Neither of these is really Scriptural.

We give to God the first part of our income

(1) To Thank Him for giving it to us

(2) To declare our dependence upon him and not the money

(3) To demonstrate our absolute obedience to God.

2. We are to Give God Our Best

The first is usually the very best we have.

The first part of our day

The first part of our week

Our service to the Lord ought to be the very best we can give Him.

Not just a half-baked, unprepared, lazy kind of - "I have to do this" kind of service to the Lord.

When we serve God, we ought to serve with


	Zeal

	Energy

	Excitement

	Love 



FEAST OF PENTECOST 

Lev 2315-22

This Feast took place 50 days (hence the name - means 50 days) after the Feast of First Fruits.

It was similar to the first fruits in that they would wave an offering before the Lord on that day.

The difference was, the First fruits was the grain AS IT WAS HARVESTED 

On the Day of Pentecost, they would bake a loaf of bread with that grain, and wave before the lord, the PRODUCT they had made with His provision.

When we as Christians think of the Day of Pentecost, we remember one very special one related to us in Acts 2 when the Holy Ghost came to fill the believers, and 3000 people were saved and Baptized.

Pentecost is:

A. A Picture of the Spirit's Filling of the Believer for Service 

Acts 2:1-4

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (KJV)

This filling was a direct promise of the Father (Acts 1:4)

And was the needed element to make the Believers effective witnesses for Christ (Acts 1:8)

Pentecost therefore:

B. Tells us of our need of surrender to the will of the Lord

Because the filling of the believer with the Holy Ghost does not come when we are self-serving and only interested in worldliness.

Those Christians who are most effective in witnessing for Jesus Christ and making a difference in the world for God's glory, ARE THOSE CHRISTIANS WHO ARE SURRENDERED TO GOD

V. FEAST OF TRUMPETS 

Leviticus 23: 23-25

There is an interesting piece of information to consider concerning when this Feast was celebrated.  

It took place three months after the end of Pentecost, on the first day of the seventh month. (August/September)

Some Bible teachers say that the three-month period of "silence" is a picture of the church age when God has set aside Israel to call out a Bride for his Son, Christ.

This is confirmed by the fact that all of the Feasts we have seen so far were Historical in nature - reminding Israel of something that had happened in the past.  

The rest of the Feasts are all Prophetical in nature, describing something that will happen in Israel's future.

The Feast of Trumpets was observed by having the nation's religious leaders blow two Silver Trumpets.

The Feast of Trumpets is:

A. A Picture of the Second Coming of Christ 

1Thessalonians 4:16

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: (KJV)

When Jesus comes again, the Trumpets will sound to signify He is on His way!

The Feast of Trumpets 

B. Tells us to have our sights fixed on Christ's return.

Titus 2:13

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; (KJV)

As Christians, we ought to


	Look for His Appearing (expect it any day)

	Love His Appearing (pray for it to come) 

	Live for His Appearing (and trumpet out to everyone that it is soon!)



DAY OF ATONEMENT 

Leviticus 23:26-32

This Feast took place one the10th day of the seventh month.  

(August/September)

On this day the High priest would lay aside his normally ornate priestly garments and put upon himself a plain white garment, then enter into the Holy of Holies with the blood of the offering.

This was a yearly ritual that was used to confess the sins of the whole nation.

The Day of Atonement is:

A. A Picture of the Sacrifice of Christ 

As the High priest took off his ornate garments and wore a plain white robe on this day, even so Jesus Christ laid aside His glorified Body and took upon Himself the fashion as a man and became obedient to the death of the Cross.

One of the more interesting things to note about the word atonement is that it can be divided up into the words "AT- ONE- MENT."

Because of the sacrifice of Christ, we are made at one with God.

The Day of Atonement 

B. Tells us to make a habit of confession of sin.

1 John 1:9

Even as Christians, we need to confess our sins regularly to maintain a good relationship with the Lord.

We ought not let a day go by that we do not confess to God the sins we have committed.

Many people make this a nightly ritual, just before they go to bed, to confess to the Lord the sins they committed during the day.

While I do not see anything wrong with that, I prefer to confess them AS I commit them, just to make sure I don't forget one!

FEAST OF TABERNACLES 

Leviticus 23:33-43

This was the longest of all the feasts, lasting 8 full days.

It took place beginning on the 15th day of the seventh month.

Each Jewish family would construct a booth or tent like structure and "camp out" in it for the eight days.

It was to remind them of the wilderness journeys of the Jews and how God had provided for them a place of rest in the future.

The Feast of Tabernacles is:

A. A Picture that we are Sojourners in this world 

This is not our real home.  We are pilgrims and strangers in this land and just passing through to our real home - in heaven.

We SHOULDN’T feel too comfortable here!  We should feel like we fit in - WE DON'T.

Then, the Feast of Tabernacles

B. Tells us to maintain a separation from the world.

The friendship of the world is enmity with God.

Probably the best picture we have in the Bible of a believer who is too attached to the world is Lot and his wife.

Lot had vexed his soul with the sin of the world.  

He had moved right into the middle of it, and had grown so accustomed to it that he couldn't move out, even though he knew he should.  

He would lose too much worldliness if he did.

Even when the Angel of the Lord told him that Sodom and Gomorrah were about to be destroyed, Lot drug his feet leaving as long as he could.

He lost two of his children in the destruction, because they wouldn't believe what he told them about the Lord's message

(Aren't their parents today who lose their kids to this world because they have been worldly themselves)


	He lost his wife because she just couldn't give up what the world meant to her

	He even lost the two children that did leave with him to wickedness and immorality



All because he wasn't separated from this world!

Can't we see the same things happening in Christian homes today because Christians are too much like the world and spend too much time in the world?

Feast of Passover - A Picture of Salvation through Christ's Blood - Tells us of our need of salvation.

Feast of Unleavened Bread - A Picture of the Sinlessness of Christ - Tells us of our need of sanctification (from sin).

Feast of First Fruits - A Picture of the Saviour's Resurrection, and the saint's - Tells us of our need to serve the Lord (in newness of life Rom. 6:4).

Feast of Pentecost - A Picture of the Spirit's Filling of the Believer for Service - Tells us of our need of surrender to the will of the Lord.

Feast of Trumpets - A Picture of the Second Coming of Christ - Tells us to have our sights fixed on Christ's return.

Day of Atonement - A Picture of the Sacrifice of Christ - Tells us to make a habit of confession of sin.

Feast of Tabernacles - A Picture that we are Sojourners in this world - Tells us to maintain a separation from the world.




Chapter Four
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"In the Wilderness"
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Numbers 14:1-9

The Book of Numbers gets its name from the two different times Israel is numbered within its pages. 


	Once as they begin the wilderness wanderings

	Second time, as they finish it and prepare to enter into the Promised Land



I, however, prefer the Jewish name of the book, 

"In the Wilderness,” for that is exactly what it is.

The Book of Numbers describes the 40-year wandering of Israel in the wilderness


	Why they wandered so long

	What they learned while they wandered so long

	How God provided as they wandered so long



The Mosaic authorship of this book is the most challenged of them all.  

Those who deny the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible) attack Numbers the hardest, feeling that if they can prove Moses did not write Numbers, it would stand that he did not write any of the Pentateuch.  

Actually, the evidence of the Mosaic authorship of Numbers is quite strong.  

Moses' name is mentioned in every chapter of this book except one section, that being chapters 22-24.  

The pivotal section of this book is found in chapters 13-14.  

In them we find the reason why Israel was sentenced to 40 years of wandering without direction, and without real purpose.  

This is a picture of the condition of many Christians....  

Because they refuse to believe God and step out in obedient faith, they sentence themselves to a life of purposeless wandering, simply surviving until they finally die.  

God grant us that we would learn from them and walk by faith, not by sight!

Because the pivotal portion of this book is Number 13-14, I want to preach a message based out of those two chapters.

––––––––
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THE REPORT OF THE SPIES

Chapter 13:25-33; 14:6-9

After searching out the Promised Land, the twelve spies, representatives of the twelve tribes, return with their report.  

Ten of the spies gave an evil report about the land, and two gave a good report.  

The majority is not always right!

Here is what they said:

A. It Is A Good Land

13:27; 14:6-9

1. It had Bountiful Fruit

2. It had Bordered Properties

3. It had Bulging Forests

There was no doubt to anybody that the land was a good land!

Hey listen - What God has promised us IS good!

I do not know anybody that questions that!


	Eternal Life

	Rewards in Heaven

	Joint heirs with Jesus

	Kings and priests




	No more death

	No more crying

	No more sickness or pain



Granted, all of those things await us in heaven ...

But, even those things God promises to the believer in this life are wonderful.


	Give and it shall be given unto you

	I have been you and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor His seed begging bread

	My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus

	And the peace of God which passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts ...



On and on this list could go, of wonderful promises and blessing awaiting those who trust Christ as Saviour and then step out to live for Him in faith!

But we need to see the second thing about the spies' report ...

B. It Has Giant Men

13:28-29; 31-33 

1. They are of Great Stature

2. We are But Grasshoppers in Our Own Sight (that was the problem!)

Here is the comparing problem again.

The spies were comparing the giants in the land with themselves and not with the Lord!

No little old 9 footer would deter someone who knew that ALMIGHTY GOD stood next to him!

Praise God for two men who believed God and were willing to step into the Promised Land by the grace of God.  

Caleb and Joshua were not heeded at this point, but they were the only two people who were of adult age, who lived through the wilderness wanderings and permitted to enter the Promised Land (40 years later.)  

Remember this, all of the promises of God are based on some sort of condition, mostly faith and obedience!

Too many Christians miss out on the real blessings of the Christian life because they are not willing to believe God and obey HIM!

They are so busy looking at all the reason they CAN'T obey the Lord they CAN'T see that GOD is the one who will enable them if they WILL obey the Lord.

THE REBELLION OF THE PEOPLE

14:1-4; 10

Mark this down - the person who rebels against the Spiritual things is NOT the person who is full of faith - IT IS THE PERSON WHO HAS THE LEAST FAITH!

These people did not believe God, and look what it led them to do:

A. They Complained About The Leadership

vs 14:2

Here is plain, old fashioned, sinful human nature.  

When things do not go as we want them to go, we blame it on leadership!  

It was not themselves they blamed. After all, they will be the ones who sentence themselves to 40 years wandering in the wilderness.  

But they don't blame themselves.

At this point, it was not even God they blamed.

They blamed the man of God.

I don't worry too much when people begin to blame me when they refuse to obey God!

That just comes with the job!

––––––––
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B. THEY CONSENTED TO the Ten Spies

Here again, we see human nature at work.  

1. Instead of believing the truth, they believe the majority. 

They say that Hitler was one of the world's greatest leaders; a wicked leader, but a great leader nonetheless.

He was able to take a nation of depressed, discouraged, and defeated Germans and inspire them with hope and courage and vision. AND HE DID IT THROUGH MASS LEADERSHIP.

He used the power of a crowd to sway more to become a part of the crowd.

And with the crowd, led a nation into some of one the worst atrocities we have any record of.

Let me tell you, majority rule is idolized in our country, but it is seldom viewed positively in the Scriptures!

2. They also believed the worse rather than the best.  

I try so hard not to let myself get caught up in believing the worst about people or things.

When I hear bad news about somebody - I try hard not to buy into it.

When something goes wrong, I try hard not to worry about it, but keep serving faithfully and cheerfully.

When somebody doesn't come to church, I try hard not to let myself think that they might have gotten mad and quit.

C. They Considered Stoning the Two Faithful Spies

vs 14:6-10

And again, we find human nature here.  

It has been the nature of man ever since Cain slew Abel, for those who rebel against right to attack those who desire to obey and do right.

THE RESOLUTION OF THE LORD

14:11-37

Moses is perhaps the greatest example of a pastor in all of the Word of God.  

Even though the people had rebelled against God, and murmured against Moses, when God was ready to slay them, Moses interceded for them and won back their lives.  

How many of us would have allowed God to kill them so we would be rid of them!

Because of Moses' prayers, here is what God agreed to do:

A. The Adults Will Not Enter The Promised Land

14:22-23

I believe that the majority of these Jews, if not all of them, were believers - saved if you will.

But they still did not enter the Promised Land.

The Promised Land is not a picture of heaven.  It is a picture of the abundant, victorious Christian life.

AND THAT BELONGS TO THOSE CHRISTIANS WHO STEP OUT IN FAITH TO OBEY GOD!

B. The Adolescents Will Enter the Promised Land

14:31; 33

This is one of those passages we use to support the fact that children who die before they reach the age of accountability go to heaven, even if they have never accepted Christ as Saviour.

Just how old a child is before he has to get saved in order to go to heaven is an unknown.

These people were not held responsible until they were twenty years old!

The book of Jonah speaks about not being accountable until they can tell their right hand from their left.

I tend to believe that there is no set age.  That as soon as a child knows they are responsible for their own behaviour (sins) they are accountable to get saved.

C. The Antagonists (spies) Were Killed Quickly

14:36-37

While those who had agreed with the 10 wicked spies wandered until they died in the wilderness, The fate of those spies who had led them into disbelief was far more severe.

God executed them almost immediately.

I believe He still does that!

I am convinced that some Christians are taken to heaven prematurely as a consequence of the severity of their sins!

D. The Allegiants (Joshua and Caleb) Were Allowed to Enter The Promised Land Too.

14:24; 30; 38

Faithfulness to God always pays off.

Joshua and Caleb didn't get to enter the Promised Land right away.  They had to wander around with the rebels until they all died off.

BUT THEY DID EVENTUALLY GET TO GO IN!

––––––––
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EVEN MOSES, WHO WAS as good a man as there ever has been:


	Got impatient

	Disobeyed the Lord

	Taken to heaven JUST before the Jews went in



But those two patiently waited upon the Lord.

And they were rewarded with the wonder of entering in and possessing the Promised Land!

You will never mess up by obeying the Lord!

Don't get discouraged, disobedient, or rebellious.

Just keep obeying the Lord!

Even when you can't see how you can obey Him, and even when you feel like you are the only one obeying Him, and even when you don't think you see the benefits of obeying Him, obey the Lord and in HIS time, you’ll get to live that victorious Christian life!




Chapter Five 
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LET’S REVIEW
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Deuteronomy 10:12-13

I have given the book of Deuteronomy the title, Let’s Review.

I get that from two things:

The name

The word Deuteronomy means, “Second law.”

That does not mean that this is a new law from the one given in Exodus through Leviticus.

It means it is a repeat of the law given there.

The occasion of the writing of Deuteronomy.

This book is written to the children of those Israelites who had left Egypt with Moses.

Remember that during the 40-year wilderness wanderings all of those Israelites older than 20 years old had died.

Those who would have been old enough to hear and understand the law the first time Moses gave it to Israel had passed away by this time.

A brand new generation is about to enter into the Promised Land with a brand new leader, and before they did so, Moses reviewed for them God’s law.

Deuteronomy is essentially a recap of all that God had done for and through Israel since their Egyptian captivity.

But it is more than merely a repeat of what has already been said.

It is “supplemental, interpretation, application and exhortation...”​[2]

Nelson’s Bible Dictionary has a good outline for the book which goes like this:

1. What God has done for Israel

1:1 – 4:43

2. What God Expects of Israel

4:44 – 26:19

3. What God will do for Israel

26:20 – 34:12

Another outline which works well is found in CW Slemmings’ Bible Digest​[3]

1. The past – historical- A Review

2. The present – legislative – A Repetition

3. The future – prophetical – A Revelation

This book is made up for the most part of three messages Moses preached to the congregation.

Each one corresponds to the three points listed above.

The author, of course, is Moses.

This is not highly contested.

In fact, Deuteronomy is the only book of the Penteteuch, which claims itself to be written by Moses

Deut 31:24

And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, (KJV)

Imagine the setting of this book.

After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness Moses has now led the children of Israel to the East Bank of the Jordan.

Much has happened in those 40 years.


	Israel has already rejected their opportunity to enter in.

	They have experienced both great blessings and curses during those years in the wilderness

	They have watched as God spoke to Moses in thunderings and lightening on Sinai.

	They have witnessed God’s provision of both water and food.

	They have served in great battles where the only way they could have won was the miraculous deliverance of the Lord.

	
They have anguished as loved ones and friends died. 
	Some to horrible diseases and other tragedies that were directed by the hand of God for their disobedience.

	Others undoubtedly died of natural causes but still because they had not believed God at Kadesh Barnea when they were first instructed to enter into the Promised Land.





	This particular group had first hand knowledge of the sin of Moses, which was responsible for God refusing to allow Moses to enter into the Promised Land himself though he made it to the border this second time.



IT HAS GOT TO BE AN EMOTIONAL TIME.

A sad time in some ways but also AN ELECTRIC TIME of excitement and anticipation for what lies ahead.

-The key thought of the book is the Importance of Obedience to the Lord and

-The key word is remember.​[4]

This word is found at least 14 times throughout Deuteronomy and it is this word I want to focus the rest of our attention upon.

It can easily be shown that God wants His people to remember.

He has instituted several events through history whose sole purpose was to help the people remember.


	The Passover meal was designed as a time to remember how God led them out of Egypt.

	The stone altar made on the West Bank of the Jordan River was to remember how God parted the river so they could cross on dry ground.

	
The Ark of the Covenant contained the Ten Commandments, a pot of Manna and Aaron’s Rod that budded.  All kept to remind Israel of lessons learned by those experiences.


	Baptism was instituted in the New Testament as a memorial of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.

	The Lord’s Supper was given to remember His broken body, shed blood, and promised return.



Peter preached that his desire was to “put you always in remembrance of these things though ye know them...”

2 Peter 1:12

Revelation 2:5

Revelation 3:3

REMEMBER FROM WHENCE YE CAME

Deut 5:15

And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. (KJV)

While we need not and should not dwell upon our condition prior to salvation it is wise to spend some time remembering what God brought us from.

A. So as to make us thankful for our salvation.

Isn’t it true that we get to taking our salvation for granted?

I can still remember just after I got saved.


	I can remember what a release it was to me to finally have assurance of my salvation.

	I can remember feeling clean, fresh and like I had a brand new start.

	I remember how I had all those cowboy roommates, four of us and my dog living in a 33 foot travel trailer.



Every night I would make these guys be quiet long enough for me to pray.

I wasn’t ashamed of my salvation.

Everybody around me knew that I had gotten saved.

I remember my first Bible.

I would read it almost all the time – whenever I didn’t have to do something else.

I would lie on the couch and hug it.

And I got into the habit of leaving it open on the coffee table.

I wanted everybody to know I read my Bible.

I remember the first love I had for going to church.

I got to loving those church people so much!

There wasn’t anyplace I would rather be than with them at church.

But you know after a while the newness and excitement wears off.


	You get used to reading the Bible

	You get used to going to church

	You get used to being saved



And it is good to remember from whence you came just to give you a fresh appreciation and love for your salvation and for the Lord Jesus Christ.

B. So we are not too judgmental of the sinner.

When we remember from whence we came it will help us be less judgmental of those who today are where we once were.

I do not know anyone who can be more judgmental and self-righteous than a Christian can be.

And it is such a strange thing too.

We are the ones who admitted how sinful we are and asked Christ to be merciful and save us.

Yet after a while we have overcome the most obvious of the sins and we forget to look for the sins inside like anger, and malice and envy.

Remember the parable Jesus told about the debtor who was going to be thrown into prison until he had paid the bill? He went to his lord and begged for mercy. His master had pity on him and let him go free, forgiving the debt. But then he went to those who owed him and refused to forgive them their debt.

We get like that.

We are grateful that we have been forgiven but we refuse to forgive others.

We need to remember from whence we came so we are not so judgmental.

And we need to remember from whence we came,

C. So we will do more to reach the lost.

Paul said that the love of God constrained him to witness to the lost.


	He had been loved of God

	He had been forgiven of his sin



Now he felt he was a debtor to the lost man to tell him how he could be free too!

Think about where you came from and you will agree that it is unfair for you to be forgiven and another man not to be.

Such a thought will compel you to do the only right thing and share with them the Gospel that saved you!

We need to remember from whence we came.

REMEMBER GOD’S LEADERSHIP IN OUR LIFE

Deut 8:2

And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. (KJV)

A. God led them personally

For Israel God led them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.

He also led them through Moses and Aaron.

God took personal interest in Israel.

He didn’t just create them and put them in the wilderness to fend for themselves.

God stayed with them every day and every night.

He was


	With them when they were hungry and thirsty

	With them when they were bored and had nowhere to go

	With them when their clothes and shoes would have worn out

	With them in the midst of the battles



Can you remember times when God led you personally as a Christian?

Like you, I have known those times when I wasn’t sure where the Lord was.

But I have also known times when I was absolutely sure of God’s presence and leadership in my life.

God leads each of us through different things and in different ways.

He does not call all of us to be preachers.

But He does call all of us to live for Christ.

And when we look back in our lives we can see how God has led us on our own personal walk with Him.

B. God led them provisionally

God provided for Israel.


	Manna in the wilderness

	Quail

	Water from the rocks



God saw to it that their shoes did not wear out for 40 years.

I believe it to be of very great value to stop from time to time and remember how the Lord has provided for us. 

It will help us to trust him to provide for us in the future.

––––––––
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	I have seen the Lord provide for my family and me

	For the college when I was there and for the churches I have pastored



	I have seen Him provide so well that I tend to expect that God will continue to provide today



	I have seen Him provide tires for my car

	Carpet for the auditorium



	I saw Him give us a church building and then give us the house next to that church building


	I saw him give me this church to pastor in a time when I was heartsick to be back in the pastorate in the Northwest


LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN has been almost like a dream for me.

God has blessed and provided so well and in so many different ways I feel guilty to be as blessed as I am!

It is good to remember how God has provided your needs in the past.

C. God led them the long way

God led Israel to the Promised Land on a journey that took

First a little over a year and then

A full 40 years

This, on a trip that could have been done on foot in right around eleven days (so they tell me!)

This teaches us that God is not as interested in getting things done in a hurry as we are.

God is more interested in training us right than training us fast.

God is more interested in our turning out godly than in our getting things done quickly.

We need to remember that when things don’t happen in our timetable!

We get too impatient!

Shows that we are not trusting the Lord.

Remember from whence ye came.

Remember God’s leadership in your life.

REMEMBER GOD’S WORD, THE BIBLE

Deut 32:7-8

Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.

When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. (KJV)

This is, of course, the foundation of all that is Christian.

––––––––
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THE BIBLE:


	It makes us wise to salvation

	It gives us direction in holy living

	It tells us what our future with the Lord will be



If the Christian is supposed to do anything he is supposed to remember God’s Word!

A. Remember it in personal meditation

Psalms 1:2 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. KJV

In order to grow in the things of the Lord there has to be that personal time in the Bible.

I consider that to be the primary focus of Bible study.

In fact in much of my preaching I purposely assume the hearer is reading the Bible.

Frankly, I am of the opinion that if you aren’t reading your Bible on your own, you won’t understand most of what is preached anyway.

So I purposely leave things out of messages so people, if they really want to know what God says, have to open their own Bibles and study it.

There is nothing like personal Bible study.

B. Remember it through paternal exhortation

There ought to be those times when a family gets together and considers the Bible as a whole.

It is not easy, but it is needful.

The father should be the spiritual leader of his children and of his wife.

He is going to lead them most effectively by teaching them what he has learned in the Bible.

Finally,

C. Remember it through pastoral admonition

There needs to be that regular and faithful attendance to church in order to be stirred up and reminded about what the Bible says.

No wonder it seems like so much of Christianity is powerless and ineffective today!

I doubt that ANY of these three tools of remembering the Bible are being used consistently by the majority of Christians in our world today.

Let’s make that different here, OK?

Let’s make this a church filled with people who:


	Read their Bibles personally

	Study their Bibles as a family

	Get taught their Bibles in church consistently



God has some things He wants us to remember.

Remember from whence ye came

Remember God’s leadership in your life 

Remember God’s Word, the Bible.




Chapter Six
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JOSHUA
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Joshua 1:1-9

I will never forget the first time I read through the books of Joshua and Judges.

After kind of forcing myself through Deuteronomy, I was elated to get to read such exciting stories as are found in these two books.

The book of Joshua begins for us the history of the nation of Israel in the Promised Land.

It is here they finally receive the promise God had made to Abraham many hundreds of years earlier.

In a sense it can be considered a transitional book.

It is in a way the continuation of the story told in the Penteteuch.

Yet it is also and in some people’s minds more so, an introduction to the historical books which are to come.​[5]

The time of writing is approx 1405 BC.

The authorship is a little questionable but good men believe Joshua wrote the heart of the book and Phineas, the son of Eleazar the priest, wrote the conclusion (24:29-33)​[6]

The theme of Joshua is Victorious Christian Living.

And its New Testament counterpart is Ephesians.

Read Ephesians and you will see that it is a book about battling for the Lord.  It says:

Eph 6:12

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

Other similar statements are made in Ephesians 

The book of Joshua describes some of those types of struggles.


›  It details some victories

›  It details some failures along the way too



Many times we use crossing the Jordan River and entering the Promised Land to picture dying and going to heaven.

I do not suppose that it is wrong to use it that way in a general sense but it is more appropriately a picture of getting saved and then entering a life of service and usefulness to Christ.

In heaven there won’t be any battles to fight.

As a Christian you know as well as I do that you have plenty of battles to fight right now!

When you got saved you became the enemy of the Devil.

He is using every means at his disposal to make your Christian life a failure.

Praise the Lord the Bible says to the Christian, resist the Devil and He will flee from you.

A simple outline​[7] of Joshua would be like this:


	Entering the Land chapter 1-5

	Conquering the Land chapters 6-12

	Possessing the Land chapters 13-24



I believe chapter one sets the stage for everything else found in the book.

While we could find many wonderful messages to preach from Joshua, I want to concentrate on the opening passage we read and what it says about courage.

Joshua has gone through a lot in his life.


	He has served under Moses during the entire wilderness wanderings

	He was one of two spies at Kadesh Barnea who returned believing God could give them the Promised Land despite the giants 

	He has been rewarded for that, the privilege of surviving the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness

	He was on Mount Sinai with Moses when God gave him the Ten Commandments and when Aaron made the golden calf

	He was the one who led the Israelites into battle against the Amelekites while Moses was on top of the mountain with Aaron and Hur praying for a victory

	He has listened as his mentor, Moses, has given his final words to Israel and passed away



It will be Joshua’s place to replace Moses’ leadership and to take this huge nation of people into the Promised Land.  

NOT AN EASY TASK FOR SURE!

I find the Lord encourages him three times in this one chapter to be strong and of good courage.

And you and I could easily apply all three encouragements to our own situations.

BE STRONG AS YOU TAKE THE LEAD

Vs 5

I always get a kick out of those who get jealous of people in leadership.

They have no idea how much a leader has to pay to be in his position!

So what if he gets paid a little more than those under him.

He has to endure headaches and pressures that most of the people working for him could not stand!

It takes courage and strength to be a leader.

A. Take leadership over our own selves

I realize that Christ is our true leader and we are to follow Him and His Word, but

When we get saved if we are going to live victorious lives for Christ, we are going to have to be willing to take some leadership ourselves.

Paul said

1 Corinthians 9:27

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (KJV)

If the truth be told the reason why some never make it spiritually or even materially in this world is because they aren’t strong enough to bring their bodies in subjection.


	They do not study hard enough in school to get a good education

	They do not work hard enough on the job to get good promotions

	They do not go out and beat the brush looking for the good jobs



They want the better things of life to fall into their laps.

And it just doesn’t work that way very often.

A person will never grow spiritually by accident.

It will always happen as a result of applying ourselves to the things of God.

We miss it by so much from some of the old timers of the faith.


	Christians who would listen to two hour sermons

	Preachers who could preach them

	Men who would pray sometimes for four hours before they started their day’s duties



I used to like hearing Lester Roloff tell about getting up every morning.

He said his body and spirit would have a fight about who was going to lead every day.

He used to say that he would get up and take a cold shower in the morning just to lay notice to his flesh that it wasn’t in charge that day!

Today


	If we don’t read enough of the Bible as we should

	If we don’t spend as much time in prayer as we should 

	If we don’t witness as much as we should 



It is completely because we haven’t disciplined ourselves enough to do it.

Be strong as you lead yourselves.

––––––––
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B. TAKE THE LEAD IN your home

The Lord wants the Christian home to have some leadership in it.


	Husbands be the head of the home

	Wives submitting to their husbands

	Children obeying their parents in all things



And it is not easy to get a home that works that way!

When a family turns to Christ they find that the new leader of their lives, the Lord Jesus Christ, wants a new kind of leadership going on in the home.

And it takes courage to give it that kind of leadership.

C. Take leadership in this world

God did not call us to be pretty wall flowers that sit in the corner of the world and adorn it with spiritual platitudes.

The Lord has called us


	To be salt with savor

	To be light set on a hill



He has called us


	To be a restrainer of the evil

	To cry out for righteousness



He has called us

	To enter as lambs into a world full of wolves


He has called us to


›  Go out into the highways and hedges and compel people to come in to Him



He has called us


›  To save souls with fear pulling them out of the fire.



It takes courage and strength to be this kind of Christian.

Joshua has two good reasons to be afraid of taking the leadership of Israel:

First, because he has to fill Moses' shoes - no easy task.

Secondly, because he had seen the people rebel even against as good a leader as Moses was.

So God says - "Joshua, you are the man I have chosen to take the lead following Moses. Be Strong and of Good courage."

––––––––
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BE STRONG AS YOU CAPTURE THE LAND 

vs 6

Joshua and his people are getting ready to take the Promised Land - a task that another generation had been too coward to do!

I considered Joshua's experiences taking the Promised Land and saw at least these three areas where strength and courage would be needed.

A. In Fighting the Battles

I can't imagine anybody who would enjoy the prospects awaiting Joshua and Israel as they prepared to cross the Jordan and enter into the Promised Land.

Yes, they had the Lord's promise that He would fight for them.

But they knew they would have to enter into the battle too.

In a wartime situation like this, there were undoubtedly going to be times of victory and times of failure. 

Not everyone would make it through this unscathed.

You have to be strong and of good courage when you go into the battlefield.

Our battlefield as Christians is not a physical one, but it is non-the-less real.

And it takes courage and strength to get through it!

We have to be strong and of good courage.

B. To Avoid the Temptations

Looking through the book of Joshua, we find several temptations they faced that are similar to those we face today.

1. The temptations of Selfish Desires

Joshua 7:20-21

Like Achan, who knew better than to take the garments and wedges of gold and silver from Jericho, we all do things we KNOW our God does not want us to do!

You've been there haven't you?

When you knew something was absolutely wrong, but you couldn't seem to stop yourself anyway!

I face that all of the time, when my wife has ice cream in the freezer.

I'll know she doesn't want me to eat all of it up, but it is there. And I am looking right at it, there in the freezer. At first, I might take just a small scoop, but then I take a little more and a little more, until finally, there isn't enough left in the container to put back in the freezer. And I am faced with that miserable feeling of knowing SHE is going to catch me!

We do the same sorts of things with issues of a far more serious nature.

2. The Temptations of Pride and Arrogance

That's what happened at Ai.

Israel had won the battle at Jericho so decidedly that they got a little too cocky about themselves.

Joshua sent some men to go look over the situation and they came back with a report something like this.

"Josh, Ai is a little squirt town compared to Jericho.

We don't think we ought to even make everybody bother going over there.

Give us a handful of men and we'll squash them like bugs!"

It turned out that it was God who did the squashing as he squashed their pride with Ai's puny little army.

God wants Christians to be victorious. But He wants us to be humble too.

I believe Scripture teaches that He wants us humble more than He wants us victorious.

That is why He let Ai beat Israel here and Nebuchadnezzar capture Jerusalem later in their history.

God will do whatever He needs to do to make us humble so we give Him the glory whenever we have a victory.

3. The Temptations of Compromise and Acquiescence

That's what happened in chapter 9, with the Gibeonites, and later in Joshua when we are told they left off the battles and let all the rest of the Canaanites become their bondservants.

After a while we can get tired of the battles and we are tempted to settle with the enemy.

I have a friend who worked as an associate pastor for one of the countries largest fundamental Baptist churches.

He said that just before he resigned to come and start a church here in the Northwest, he asked the pastor of the church why he had quit preaching so hard on some of the Baptist distinctives.

He told his associate that he had just gotten tired of the fight.

I take a look at what is happening in Baptist camps today - I see so many dropping their standards and settling for more popular Christian habits.

And I think it is, for the most part, caused by the same thing TOO MANY OF US ARE GETTING TIRED OF THE FIGHT!

We would rather compromise sound doctrine and godly living than to keep up earnestly contending for the faith.

As they captured the land, 

Courage was needed to fight the battles.

Courage was needed to avoid the temptations, and third,

C. Courage was needed to Start Over When They Failed

Joshua 7:3-10

Joshua considered quitting after their defeat at Ai

As a leader, he faced an embarrassing moment. He had failed. Men had died, and it was his fault.

He would have been tempted to quit!

There is a story in the life of Charles Spurgeon where some people were killed at one of his services.

Spurgeon's church was growing so fast they could not build buildings fast enough to keep up with it. So Spurgeon tried something utterly unheard of in his day - and VERY CONTROVERSIAL. He rented a 20,000 seat music hall to hold services in while the Metropolitan Tabernacle was being constructed. He was criticized pretty harshly for such a move, and in his first service in the music hall, he had a full crowd, some to hear him preach and some to cause trouble for having a church service there. Sometime in the middle of the service, some hecklers stood and started shouting "Fire! Fire!" The crowd panicked and several people were trampled to death as they all tried to escape the building.

The experience was so traumatic that Spurgeon left town. As the days after that service progressed, he argued with himself saying. "How can I ever face that city and that congregation again?" But, before the next Sunday, the Lord had given him the courage to go back to town, face the crowds, and continue to preach the gospel!

Every Christian messes up from time to time.

We all fall back into wrong habits

We all give in to sinful temptations

The best of us GET BACK UP AND START LIVING FOR THE LORD AGAIN!

BE STRONG AS YOU KEEP THE LAW 

vs 7-9

There is a spiritual discipline that must be striven for in the area of God's Word. Satan does not want the Christian to get a good handle on God's Bible.

A Christian who does not know God's Word is like a soldier drafted into the military, but never trained and without a weapon - he is very nearly useless in the battlefield.

So Satan concentrates much of his efforts at keeping the Christian away from God's Word.

And it takes a great deal of strength and courage to:

A. Read the Bible Often

Joshua 1:8

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (KJV)

In order for this to not depart out of your mouth - you have to be reading it and studying it all of the time!

This is not like some novel that you read once and then set aside.

It isn't even like a reference book that you pull out to find some little bits of fact here and there.

This book is a living Word which requires our constant study and re-study.

We will never know all it has for us as long as we are in this earth.

And we must be constantly in it.

That takes some tenacity and strength!

B. Accept it Completely

Isaiah 55:8-9 is a key passage to proper Bible study

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV)

If you are going to get what God wants you to get from this book, you have to accept what it says completely. You can't approach the Bible thinking you know better than it does!

C. Obey it Thoroughly

Joshua 1:8

... that thou  mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:.."

If any portion of the Bible should be obeyed, every portion of the Bible should be obeyed.

I understand that there are some things in the Bible that do not apply to us today the same way they applied to the Jews. But careful study will point those things out to you.

The fact is, our problem is not knowing what the Bible says as much as it is that we don't do that which we already do know!

God told Joshua,

"Be Strong and of good courage"

And we need to be told the same thing!

As we take the lead for Christ as we enter the battles for a victorious Christian life and as we endeavor to keep God's Law.


Chapter Seven 
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"AMAZING GRACE"
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Judges 17:6, 21:25

We are looking at a book of the Bible that contains some of the most interesting reading a human being ever laid eyes upon.

If you have never read the book of Judges, I suggest you do so.

You will find within its pages


	Exciting stories 

	Heartbreaking incidents 

	Revealing accounts of the nature of humanity



If you look for yourself in the book, it will bring you into deep conviction. Because it describes human beings to a "t."

Period Covered in Judges is dated from 1373-1047 B.C. 

This spans the period from the death of Joshua to the beginning of the reign of Saul.​[8]

When you add up the times each of the judges mentioned were in office it comes to a total number of 410 years. 

However, several of the judges would have ruled only locally as opposed to over the whole nation of Israel, and therefore presumably, ruled at the same times as others -accounting for the fact that thier 410 years of rule were accomplished in approx. 326 years​[9].

The Theme of the book is: Defeat and Deliverance​[10]

And what happens in the books is a marvelous testimony to God's Amazing Grace.

That is why I have given the book the 

Title "Amazing Grace”

The book records 


	Seven major apostasies an the part of Israel

	Seven terrible judgments of Israel led by 

	Seven heathen nations, and yet it also records 

	
Seven times when God delivered them from the judgments when they repented​[11]




Since seven is the number of perfection or completion all of this pictures;


	Absolute rebellion, bringing upon them 

	Complete judgment under 

	Every possible means. But when they 

	Sincerely repented, God gave them 

	Total forgiveness



The Authorship of the Book is uncertain, but tradition claims it to be the Prophet Samuel.

The Date of Writing cannot be pinpointed exactly, but the internal evidence tells us it must have been after Saul was King, (since the book repeatedly says that in those days there was no king in Israel [Judg 18:1] - indicating that there was a king when the book was written) and prior to King David's conquering of Jerusalem which takes place in 2 Sam 5:7.

MAN DOES NO GOOD WITHOUT A LEADER! 

Judges 17:6 

In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes. (KJV)

God knew what He was talking about when He likened us people to sheep.

WE NEED A SHEPHERD!

We people, without proper authority and leadership over our lives, mess up time and time again!

That's why it isn't safe for any man to be without some authority over his life.

When we do what is right in our own eyes - WE BLOW IT!

Examples: 

What do people do without a speed limit?

WE DRIVE DANGEROUSLY FAST!

You see - there has to be police officers and there has to be judges who sentence the speeders, or we would all kill ourselves driving too fast!

I read a story that was really touching:

A fella was driving home - going way too fast. As a policeman come behind him and turned on the lights, he looked at his speedometer and saw he was going 73 in a 45 mph area.

He pulled over, angry at the officer for doing his job, and was about to really give him a hard time when he recognized the officer as a member of his church - on the deacon board with him, and planning to play golf with him the next day.

He got out of the car, started doing all kinds of friendly things, thinking he could talk his way out of the ticket. The officer never smiled, never acknowledged knowing the driver, just said, "Get back into your car please”  and pulled out his ticket book.

The driver got back into his car, REALLY angry now - this guy was supposed to be a friend!

He was sitting in his car fuming when the officer handed him the paper, folded up, and then walked back to his patrol car.

He waited until the officer was in the car, and then began to read the paper. It said Dan, Just three years ago; my three-year-old daughter was hit and killed by a speeding driver. Tonight, when you go home and hug your two daughters, remember that I won't get to hug my only daughter until I see her again in heaven. You think it is an inconvenience to have to travel the speed limit and obey the traffic laws. I think it is a matter of life and death. Someone else's little daughter or son's life is at stake. Next time you think about speeding or disobeying the traffic laws, I hope you'll think about your children. It's too late to save mine - maybe you can help save yours.

God places leaders over us in every area of our lives BECAUSE WE NEED IT!


	Left to our own selves

	Left to do what is right in our own eyes



We are the most destructive and dangerous of all of God's Creation!

We Need to Be Led!

GOD USES MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE LIVES GIVE HIM THE PRAISE - NOT THEMSELVES 

As you read through the book of Judges, you will see that these people were MERE HUMAN BEINGS.

And yet, they were used of God.

A. Many of the men God used as judges and deliverers were weak or sinful, even among human standards

Samson had a problem with loving ungodly women.

Gideon was a feeble man, hiding behind a wine press for fear of the enemy.

Jephthah was an illegitimate child.

Barak was afraid to go into battle unless a woman went with him.

Yet, despite the fact that all of these men could have been manlier, and in some cases godlier, God still used them.

This does not excuse our sinfulness and teach that we can continue in habitual and willful sin and be blessed and used of God.

BUT IT ALSO MEANS THAT WE CANNOT USE OUR WEAKNESSES AS AN EXCUSE NOT TO BE USED OF GOD.

B. God used them using ordinary or less than ordinary tools

I think of Gideon, who defeated a multitude, which covered the ground like grasshoppers, WITH JUST 300 MEN.

I think of Shamgar, who defeated 600 Philistines using only an ox-goad.

These were not men with extraordinary talents, abilities, or resources.

They were, in fact, men with less than the normal in these areas.

And yet, God used them to deliver Israel.

Again, we make excuses for our lack of productivity for the Lord.

We say we can't be used of Him because we lack 


	Education

	Finances

	Talents

	Abilities



And all of that.

The truth of the matter is - GOD DOESN'T NEED ANY OF THOSE THINGS!

Zechariah 4:6 says

"Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts."

ALL THE LORD NEEDS IS ONE SPIRIT FILLED CHRISTIAN, who will give up his own will to follow the Lord's!

And mighty things can be done!

GOD'S GRACE, AND GRACE, AND GRACE, AND GRACE

If the book of Judges teaches us anything, it teaches us that there is always hope when there is God!


	Over and over the nation of Israel rebelled against God and went their own way 

	Over and over they suffered because of their own sins and wickedness, and yet 

	Over and over they called out to God and He heard their cry and helped them
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