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        Bo doesn't have time for romance, but that doesn't mean a summer fling is out of the question.

      

        

      
        When Bo accidentally flirts with a sea god, the last thing she expects is for it to turn into something more than just a summer romance, but the more time she spends with Neptune, the more she finds herself drawn to him.

      

        

      
        Neptune is happy living his life, but the moment he meets Bo, he finds himself intrigued and he's soon seeking her out more than anyone else.

      

        

      
        As the two of them grow closer, the inevitable end of the Jinx cruise looms over them. Can they work out how to make a relationship last?

        -

        Flirting With Neptune is a mythology-inspired paranormal m/f romance and part of the Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency series. It features a Roman sea god who loves freedom, and the workaholic manager who captures his heart.

      

        

      
        If you enjoy light-hearted paranormal romances featuring gods from different mythologies around the world, a hint of steam, and a happy ever after at the end of every book, start the Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency series today!
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      The Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency series exists in a world where all of the pantheons that have ever existed co-exist. All gods/goddesses, demi-gods, and immortals have access to both the god realm and Earth, and can move between the two. Paranormals are able to travel to and through the god realm, but typically only when they're accompanied, or are invited, by a god.

      You can find a list of all the deities mentioned in the series on my website: https://books.authorlauragreenwood.co.uk/jinxgodlist

      

      The Main Gods in Flirting With Neptune:

      Neptune is the Roman god of the sea, horses, and freshwater.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter 1


          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          BO

        

      

    

    
      I checked my phone for what felt like the hundredth time since I'd arrived on the dock. The large ship loomed above me, reminding me of the contract I'd spent ages working on, and that Mei had signed. If she didn't turn up, it would badly impact her reputation amongst the gods and paranormals, and mean she'd never get a contract to perform for Jinx ever again.

      I took a deep breath. This was Mei, she wasn't going to forget about something as important as this, she was just distracted by her new boyfriend. Though if he was going to start making her late for things, he was going to get an earful from me, I didn't care if he was a god of music or not.

      Even as I thought the threat, I realised I wasn't going to go through with it. He was a god, they weren't to be messed with no matter how late they made world-famous musicians.

      A black car pulled up and I was finally able to let out a sigh of relief when Mei got out. I wasn't used to her arriving at destinations separately from me, but it was something I was going to have to get used to. The transition from her playing shows mostly for humans, to working events that were run by gods or paranormals, was harder than I expected even if I knew it was good for the future of her career. That was part of the curse of being xian. She wouldn't age the way a normal human would, and that would start raising questions after a while. I could get away with it thanks to only being support staff. But Mei who was always in the spotlight? Not so much. And if there was one thing we couldn't afford, it was rumours getting out that she was using some kind of dark magic to keep herself young. Of course, humans would think that was plastic surgery or some other dicey anti-ageing thing that they couldn't get hold of, they wouldn't think of actual magic.

      And they certainly wouldn't consider the fact Mei wasn't ageing much because she was a long-lived type of fae.

      I tucked a strand of hair behind my ear before remembering there were other people around and I shouldn't be so casual about showing off my ears. Except that it didn't matter here. This was a Jinx Dating Agency cruise, meaning that everyone here was either a god or a paranormal, and very much in the know about everyone else. That was going to take some getting used to.

      The car door opened and I let out a sigh of relief as my charge got out, looking as put together as she usually did. Maybe even more so. As much as it was frustrating to have to wait for her, there was no doubt that falling in love had benefited her. It wasn't just the way she smiled or how she dressed either, I could hear how she felt when she sang.

      Chiguo got out of the car after Mei, a wide smile on his face as he listened to whatever she was saying. An odd pang of jealousy shot through me as I watched the two of them together, but I wasn't sure what caused it. I wasn't interested in either of them, musicians were far too temperamental for me to want to deal with them in my dating life as well as my professional one, and yet when I watched them, I felt like I was missing something.

      Hopefully, I wouldn't have to watch them be all over one another for the entire cruise. I wrinkled my nose. That was exactly what was going to happen. I could see it now.

      Mei looked around, and even without her saying as much, I knew she was trying to figure out if anyone had recognised her. Normally in crowds like this, at least one person had and she'd be inundated with requests for autographs and selfies. But not here.

      She spotted me and waved, heading over.

      "Morning," she said brightly, her voice sing-songing even when she didn't have a microphone.

      "You're in a good mood," I responded warily.

      "Should I not be?"

      "You're late." I lifted up my phone even though she couldn't see anything on the screen.

      "By three minutes," she pointed out. "And it wasn't our fault, we left early, there was just a lot of traffic between the portal and here."

      "You should have stayed in the nearby hotel rather than the god realm last night," I chided.

      A somewhat defiant look crossed her face, but it disappeared within seconds. It made me wonder how many times she'd had similar thoughts but never voiced them and I hadn't noticed.

      "Hello, Bo," Chiguo said, breaking through the tension and replacing it with an entirely different kind.

      I gave him a tight smile and dipped my head. "Your Eminence."

      He grimaced. "That really isn't necessary. Especially when we're outside the palace."

      "You're still one of the Heavenly Kings no matter where you are," I pointed out. "Which means I should be treating you with the respect due to you."

      "If you must, but it really isn't necessary," he assured me.

      "I'll consider it." I could tell he was crazy about Mei, but that didn't change the fact he was a god. And more than that, he was a king. I wasn't sure how she managed to be quite as casual as she was about the whole thing, but she seemed very unbothered by the situation. I took a deep breath and tried to ignore the situation so I could focus on actually doing my job. "We're supposed to be meeting the woman in charge of the cruise, I think her name is Anansa."

      "I know her," Chiguo said. "Vaguely. She's a sea and love goddess."

      "That seems like a strange combination." Mei touched his arm affectionately as she spoke.

      "It's not as uncommon as you might think. Aphrodite started as a sea goddess," Chiguo responded.

      "Let's hope we're dealing with someone less temperamental," I muttered. I'd never met the Greek goddess, but I'd heard enough stories about her that I wasn't in a huge hurry to meet her.

      "You did hear the part about being a sea goddess, right?" Chiguo asked. "None of them are particularly known for their even tempers."

      "Then we should get going so we don't find ourselves on the wrong end of her wrath," I said. "Have you got everything from the car?"

      Mei patted the top of her suitcase. "I think everything else was sent ahead, right?"

      I nodded, instantly switching into business mode. "Everything you need should be waiting in the suite. Security is already in place, and the team will join us when the boat docks in Naples. They'll leave us when we dock for Rome the day after you perform."

      Mei nodded. "It's a shame they aren't able to join us for more of the cruise."

      "Mmm, the contract didn't allow for that," I responded. They were already being more than generous in giving me and Mei an entire ten-day cruise as part of the compensation package. And that they'd allowed Chiguo to join her, though I supposed there was a chance he pulled his own strings to make that happen. "A menu has been sent for your approval from the ship's staff. Luckily, there's a chef who studied in Shanghai, so there should be some familiar food."

      "That's good, but I think I also want to try lots of new things. Isn't that the point of travelling?" Her eyes lit up.

      I had to admit to being a little conflicted by her reaction. I knew it had been hard for her to move from hotel to hotel without really having a social life, but it was much easier to keep her out of the spotlight and away from any drama and tabloids when she was safely holed away. But she was also my friend, and seeing her flourish the way she had since meeting Chiguo and experiencing a bit more freedom was something I wanted to witness more of.

      "Let's just get checked in and then we'll worry about the rest of it," I said, herding her towards the check-in desk. If this was what the whole cruise was going to be like, then I was going to need a holiday afterwards. Or maybe I'd decide to make one of the islands we stopped at my home and never be seen again.
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      It was surprisingly peaceful to wake up on the cruise ship. I wasn't sure what I expected, but I realised that it was a lot more noise.

      I peeked outside my bedroom door, noticing that Mei and Chiguo's was still firmly shut. I sighed and turned back into my room, not entirely sure what I was supposed to do with myself now. I wanted to make the most of being on the ship, especially because I was technically working, but didn't have all that much to do. But I wasn't sure how I could manage that while I was sharing a suite with a famous idol and one of the most important gods in the Chinese pantheon.

      I supposed there was nothing that said I had to stay here. I could go out on deck and enjoy the sunrise. It had been a while since I'd been able to do that.

      I dressed quickly, making sure to grab a jacket. While it was going to be warm and sunny most of the day, I was under no illusions that first thing in the morning it would be cold.

      The door to the room clicked shut with a surprisingly loud noise and I winced, hoping it hadn't woken anyone. It was strange not to have one of Mei's security guards stationed outside, but with the ship on the move, it wasn't quite as necessary. And I knew Chiguo wouldn't let anything happen to her either.

      I didn't see anyone as I made my way up to the deck, which wasn't a huge surprise. From everything I'd heard about the cruise, it was a case of a lot of guests who would rise late and party later. For now, that was going to suit me just fine.

      I stepped onto the deck and headed to the back of the boat where the platforms for viewing the sea were. The sun was already shining, but it was too early for it to be unbearably hot, which gave me plenty of time to truly appreciate the beauty of where I was.

      A sea breeze ruffled through my hair. I should have tied it up, but it was so often neatly pinned while I worked that I wanted to take a chance to have it loose. I was technically on a working holiday and I was planning on making the absolute most of it.

      I closed my eyes and took a deep breath, savouring the salty scent of the ocean. I hadn't even realised I missed the smells and sights of my childhood until now, but now that I was here, there was no mistaking it.

      I opened them again and stared out at the sea, mesmerised by the way it moved. I'd grown up by the coast, but it had been nothing like this. I was used to seeing small fishing boats dotted around, not endless water.

      A splash sounded not far away and I turned in time to see a dolphin jump out of the water and make its way back down to the depths. I tracked its path across the waves, surprised that it never strayed very far from the boat. Perhaps it liked the waves the boat was making as it poured through the water at a steady pace.

      The dolphin continued towards the prow of the ship, and I found myself following, not wanting to let it out of my sight.

      I whispered up a prayer to the Goddess of the Yangtze for protection in the water, even though I was well aware that this was a completely different species of dolphin. It was a tradition passed down to me by my Yeh-yeh who had grown up on the banks of the Yangtze river and still remembered the beautiful white dolphins that used to live there.

      Maybe it was foolish to invoke the protection of any of the gods when I knew they were just people, but old habits died hard, and I hadn't learned about the existence of the gods until I was well into my twenties.

      I leaned against the rail of the boat as the dolphin came closer and jumped out of the water. Even though I knew it was impossible, it felt as if it was close enough to touch if I reached out my hand.

      Instead, I pulled back and got out my phone. I snapped a couple of photos before switching it into record mode, catching a beautiful video of the dolphin jumping out of the water with the rising sun in the background. A smile played at my lips. This was worth being on the cruise for, and waking up earlier than I'd planned to. I looked out across the water, wondering if the rest of the pod was nearby, but seeing nothing. It didn't really matter, even seeing one dolphin was exciting for me.

      I watched until it disappeared, staying in place much longer than that and searching the sea for any sign that it had come back to play more rather than swimming off to do whatever it was dolphins did when they weren't jumping out of the water.

      "Looking for something?" a deep voice said.

      I jumped and turned to find a man with wet hair and a towel tightly wrapped around his waist standing a few feet away. I couldn't take my eyes off him. Had he been in the sea? It was the only logical answer considering the water running down his toned chest.

      "Has no one ever told you it's rude to stare?" he asked when I hadn't said anything.

      I cleared my throat and focused my attention on his face. Not that it was much better than staring at his chest. He had dazzling blue eyes, and a proud nose which suited him very well. "I wasn't staring at you." I looked back out at the water, hoping to see the dolphin again.

      "Then why are you looking at where I was swimming?" His tone was more curious than annoyed, but maybe that was because I wanted that to be his reaction as opposed to being angry at me.

      "I was watching a dolphin." I gestured to the sea as if the creature was about to reappear and prove me right. "I have photos, if you want to see them?"

      "You were taking photos of me?"

      I was about to argue that it was nothing to do with him when the reality of the situation hit me, shortly followed by horror. "You're the dolphin?"

      He nodded and grabbed a towel from the bench and rubbed it over his head, leaving his hair sticking up in all kinds of directions. It made him look kind of cute.

      "I'm sorry, I didn't realise."

      "Not met a shifter before?"

      "Of course I've met a shifter before, what makes you think I haven't?" I asked.
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