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Introduction

 

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the 

birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; or 

the bushes of the earth, and they will teach you; 

and the fish of the sea will declare to you.”

Job 12:7

 

I wrote this book when all the citizens of our country were under lockdown which had been imposed by our government in response to the outbreak of Covid-19. It was a very difficult time watching the news reports about the death of thousands of people around the world, due to this pandemic. During the lockdown, I noticed an unusual tranquillity and quiet that prevailed in my neighbourhood and watched the birds and other creatures minding their own business, oblivious of the crisis that had engulfed our country and the world.

The above verse, found in Job 12:7, came to mind. God can use the birds and the animals to teach us something valuable in life. Under normal circumstances, we focus on people we see and meet every day. We rely on people for inspiration. But, during the lockdown, on that day that I stood outside and watched the birds flying around, my focus shifted and my mind became pre-occupied with God’s birds and animals and the lessons mankind can learn from them. The final result of my wandering thoughts about God’s creatures was my major focus on four of the creatures, the butterfly, the eagle, the hen and the ant. What lessons can man, the crown of God’s cre-ation, learn from the birds and animals? Let us find out.
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Chapter 1


Lessons from a Butterfly

 

You can be Transformed

“The main challenge with most of us is that we see men who have arrived, and we weigh them in the hour of their triumph without taking the trouble to find out how they arrived.”

Sir Napoleon Hill

 

When I was a boy, growing up on a farm, and herd-ing cattle, my friends and I used to find the pupae in the veld, and we would play around with them as if they were our playthings. Little did we know that those pupae or wormy creatures were destined to be butterflies Lessons from a Butterfly  11  later in their lives. We did not know that one day what used to be a useless, insignificant and laughable creature would turn out to be a beautiful butterfly.

Likewise, we, as people, do experience such treatment at the hands of other people. You might find yourself being looked down upon and being treated as a nobody due to some circumstances that might have befallen you or conditions you might find yourself living under or for a reason you do not know. The decision lies with you whether you stay where you are, in terms of the circumstances, or you decide to re-invent or transform yourself and leave your detractors and enemies eating humble pie. You might be their plaything today and, rest assured, you have the ability to be their role model tomorrow. It is all up to you. One day I received a mes-sage on my phone saying: See this lady!

So poor as a child, she wore a dress made of potato sacks.

Ran away from home at 13 after years of sexual abuse.

Became pregnant at 14 with a son who died short-ly after birth.

So depressed in her 20’s she wrote a suicide note. Emotional turmoil in her early 30’s led to weight gain and crack cocaine abuse.

Now…Queen of all media and a self-made multi billionaire!

Next to this message was a picture of Oprah Winfrey! She is the one who went through all that and look at her today! At one stage of her life she was like a worm whose 

12             Learning From the Best surroundings, circumstances or problems looked too big and insurmountable for her. She once had a worm’s eye view of the world but today, she is on top of the world and she has a bird’s eye view! Was her journey to the top easy? No. But, having the belief that setbacks and hur-dles can be overcome if one holds on to one’s dream and hope that anything is possible, opened doors for her. She is quoted as having said in one of her interviews that the greatest discovery of all time is that a person can change his future by merely changing his attitude. “Turn your wounds into wisdom,” she once told the viewers of her network.
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