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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Complete Works of Zacharias Tanee Fomum on Leadership (Volume 4) contains the following books:

      
        	Laws of Spiritual Leadership

        	The Ministers and Ministry of the New Covenant

        	You, Your Team, and Your Ministry

        	Leading a Local Church, (Volume 1)

        	Making Spiritual Progress, (Volume 2)

      

      Spiritual leadership does not happen by accident. It is not a haphazard thing. There is a science behind spiritual leadership. Travel with the author through this systematic science outlined in the laws of spiritual leadership.

      While following this sweet science of leadership, do not forget to take care of the horse that is drawing the cart. If the cart is taken so much care of and none is given to the horse, the horse may get sick and die, and the cart will no longer be drawn, and the journey will stall.

      The leader must take care of his body to keep it fit for service. The apostle Paul says, “For physical training is of some value...” (1 Timothy 4:8a). He must take care of his soul, spirit, and heart to keep them in Christ (Philippians 4:7).

      The author tacitly brings into the equation how to lead a local church. When the Good Samaritan offered first aid to the man who was attacked and severely wounded by armed robbers on the highway from Jerusalem to Jericho, he did not leave him there. He took him to an inn where they took proper care of him over a long period of time.

      The local church is the best place where to keep your people safe as you lead them toward destiny. It is the surest and most secure place on planet Earth where to retain the people as you lead them into God’s purposes. Why? Rage as they may, the gates of hell cannot, and can never, overcome the church (Matthew 16:18).

      We send this fourth volume on leadership out with a cry to the Lord that He should use it to build many into leaders of His people capable of leading them into the totality of His purposes in this generation and beyond.
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      The content of this book, Laws of Spiritual Leadership were first delivered to the saints in the church in Yaounde in 2005 by the author, Professor Z.T. Fomum, during her weekly leadership training sessions.

      The messages carry a strong voice of Scripture on simple down to earth godly leadership principles, with examples from both the Old and New Testaments. Both the aspiring as well as those already involved in Christian leadership will find their lot.

      The leader must set and maintain a leadership gap between himself and those he is leading.  The author suggests twelve such domains in which the potential leader should seek and establish distinction. For, no one can honestly lead from behind.  You cannot lead those who are ahead of you in the knowledge and pursuit of God. Never! Leadership is a call to give God to the people.

      In this book, you will also learn why God chooses certain people, as well as the kind of people He chooses for leadership—the choice of leadership being His sole prerogative.

      We send this book out persuaded that the Lord would be glad to use it to raise worthy and competent leaders for His people.
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            LEADERSHIP GAP BY MIGHT AND DEEDS OF MIGHT

          

          There must be the leader’s gap

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Tuesday, 11th October, 2005.
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        * * *

      

      The First Law of Spiritual Leadership that I want us to consider today: There must be the Leader’s Gap. People cannot be at the same level and talk about leadership. The leader is ahead so that the people follow. The leader is ahead so that all who are honest can follow him. There must be the leader’s gap.  He must be obviously ahead of the people he is leading. He must be obviously ahead of the people he is leading so that they see him ahead and follow him.

      How can people follow a person who is behind? They have to turn about and then follow him in the wrong direction.

      Let us read from the Scriptures. Let’s take the example of Saul, the first king of Israel,

      
        
        There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. ​He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites--a head taller than any of the others (1 Samuel 9:1-2).

      

      

      “Without equal among the Israelites - a head taller than any of the others” – He had the leadership gap without equal, without equal. Impressive. Without equal among the Israelites, a head taller than any of the Israelites.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      The “Best others” were there at position 2; O, but Saul was at 3. There must be a gap.  There must be a gap. The others – 1, the “Best others” – 2. And Saul was at three. That’s the leadership gap – the difference between 2 and 3. If you try to lead your equal, you are dishonest.

      
        
        So they inquired further of the LORD, "Has the man come here yet?" And the LORD said, "Yes, he has hidden himself among the baggage." ​They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the people he was a head taller than any of the others. ​Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people." Then the people shouted, "Long live the king!" (1 Samuel 10:22-24)

      

      

      They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the people he was a head taller than any of the others. Samuel said to all the people, ‘Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people.’

      Then the people shouted, ‘Long live the king!’”

      He must be ahead of the people, ahead of the people. The people were compelled by the evidence to shout, “Long live the king!” He was a head taller than any of the others.

      Let’s come to DAVID.

      
        
        So Saul said to his attendants, "Find someone who plays well and bring him to me." ​One of the servants answered, "I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the harp. He is a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is a fine-looking man. And the LORD is with him" (1 Samuel 16:17-18).

      

      

      
        	He knows how to play the harp.

        	He is a brave man.

        	A warrior.

        	He speaks well.

        	He’s fine-looking.

        	And the Lord is with him

      

      He brought a six-point superiority record  into leadership.   And he knew it. He was that and he knew it. When  a question was asked as to whether David could confront Goliath,

      In 1Samuel 17:32-37,

      
        
        David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him." ​Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth." ​But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, ​I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. ​Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. ​The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you."

      

      

      There must be unchallengeable superiority. The people must know it and the leader must know it.  Part of the confidence for his leadership is the fact that at the human level no one can do it better than him. He is not perfect but he’s better than all the rest.

      To attempt to lead people who are better than you is dishonest. And you can go on to narrate how he won one victory after another.

      About SOLOMON.

      
        
        God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. ​Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. ​He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite--wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. ​He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. ​He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. ​Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-34).

      

      

      Come with me to Exodus 31. You see, each time God chooses a leader, he’s a way ahead. Men can choose what they want but when God chooses a leader, He is choosing him for a gap.

      
        
        Then the LORD said to Moses, ​See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, ​and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts--​to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, ​to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship. ​Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I have given skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have commanded you (Exodus 31:1- 6)

      

      

      There’s another passage about Bezalel.

      
        
        Then Moses said to the Israelites, "See, the LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, ​and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts--​to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, ​to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship. ​And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. ​He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--all of them master craftsmen and designers (Exodus 35:30-35).

      

      

      I am awed; it frightens me - the superiority of Bezalel. It’s as if he could do everything.

      Look at the leadership of Peter:

      
        
        Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. ​As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. ​Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed (Acts 5:14-16).

      

      

      The shadow of Peter could heal. Later on, in Acts 9: 32-35:

      
        
        As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the saints in Lydda. ​There he found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. ​Aeneas, Peter said to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat." Immediately Aeneas got up. ​All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

      

      

      Then Dorcas died.

      Acts 9:39-42:

      
        
        Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. ​Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. ​He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. ​This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.

      

      

      He was just ahead.

      Paul

      2 Corinthians 11:21-27:

      
        
        To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that! What anyone else dares to boast about--I am speaking as a fool--I also dare to boast about. ​Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham's descendants? So am I. ​Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. ​Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. ​Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, ​I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. ​I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.

      

      

      Much harder, more, more, more, more, more, suffered, suffered, suffered, suffered, suffered.

      And listen, brethren, it is not tied to wearing trousers.

      In Judges 4:4,

      
        
        Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.

      

      

      In fact, since she was a woman and she could not lead the people to war,

      
        
        Barak said to her, ‘If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go.” ‘Very well,’ Deborah said, ‘I will go with you’ (Judges 4 : 8 - 9a).

      

      

      She was the authority. She was the leader.

      But in order that you may not misunderstand, come with me to Acts 14. Saul of Tarsus with Barnabas went on a missionary journey, evangelising and planting churches. They were in some places for very short periods. On their return journey – some Bible scholars say that that first missionary journey lasted eighteen months - they preached the gospel and planted churches. In Acts 14:23,

      
        
        Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.

      

      

      These converts, the oldest of them was one-and-a-half years, but they were ahead of the others. They chose those who were ahead. They chose those who were ahead and made them Elders. They were ahead of others. They were very, very young still but they were ahead of others so that the others could follow.

      In Primary School, even though people are young and inexperienced, there are leaders. Leaders are appointed. Why is everybody not appointed? Not everybody is ahead. Normally, the person who is ahead is appointed the leader. The question is: Is the person ahead of the others? He may not be perfect, he may never be perfect; but is he ahead of the others?

      On the mission field, we ordain Elders who would not be Deacons at all, at all if they were in Yaounde; but they are ahead of the others.

      You may ask the question: “In what should I be ahead?”

      Let me give you twelve things:

      
        	Praying Alone

        	Daily Dynamic Encounters with God

        	Bible Reading

        	Reading of Christian Literature

        	Fasting

        	Giving to God

        	Praying with Others

        	Being a Disciple of the Lord Jesus

        	Soul-winning

        	The Making of Disciples for Jesus Christ

        	Being an Active Member of the Local Church

        	Accountability

      

      If you want to be a leader someday, those are the basic things of the christian life.  Excel in them.

      That’s where we stop teaching on this principle of the leader’s gap and the need for it.

      I was showing the brethren a copy of Cameroon Tribune of 1978. We were on the first page and we were on the fifth page. It was a report of the Bamenda Crusade for Christ which we held then.   On my way to the Crusade, I left brother J. M. in charge of the small flock that was in Yaounde then. He was only six to seven months old in the Lord, but he was ahead of the others. So I made him pastor and he’s been pastor in increasing depth, height, girth and so on until today. I didn’t go and hire somebody of five years from India or from Japan. He was ahead of the others though less than one year old. He was made the leader.

      The leader is ahead. People follow the one who is ahead. And you know, even Jesus was rejected, but He was not always rejected.

      If you are a young believer, set your mind to be a leader someday and put in everything to grow rapidly and become a leader.

      Let me tell you that I set out a thirty-six-point leadership strategy. I’m called to lead beyond the nation and beyond the continent. I asked the question: “What will make them follow me wherever I go?”  I have not dealt with the inner qualities. Those will come up someday.

      HOMEWORK:

      For those who are already leaders:

      
        	What are the areas in which you are ahead of the people you are leading?

        	And in what areas must you work on in order to honestly maintain your place as leader?

      

      Brethren, this principle made me understand so many things. I now understood John Wesley. I now understood Goforth. I now understand Watchman Nee. I understand C. T. Studd. When you abandon paying the price, you also abandon leadership. When you drop, you have forsaken leadership. But you can stay on like Saul did while leadership has passed into the hands of another.
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            THE PRICE PAID FOR LEADERSHIP MUST BE MAINTAINED AND INCREASED

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Tuesday, 18th October, 2005
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        * * *

      

      Last week, we had our first lesson on Spiritual Leadership. We said the leader must be far above the people he leads. He must be far above the people he leads; if not, he has abandoned leadership. We saw very clearly that God chooses people who are outstanding, mighty, people very far ahead of others and places them to lead. Today we want to look at the second lesson.

      The second lesson is that the price that was paid earlier to attain leadership must be maintained in order to conserve leadership. The price that was paid to ascend to leadership must continue to be paid in order that leadership is maintained. We say it again: The price that was paid to ascend to leadership must continue to be paid and increased to if leadership is to be maintained.

      If a man was praying for two hours a day before he became a leader, and does not now pray three, four, five hours, he has abandoned leadership. God will remove him! If he was reading his Bible once a year before, but does not now read it two, three, four times, God will remove him! If he was taking one long fast a year and he does not now do two or three, God will remove him! If he was giving sacrificially to God and he is not giving more sacrificially as leader, God will remove him! If he hated sin and he does not hate sin even more, God will remove him. If he was separated from the love of the world and he is not even more separated from the love of the world, God will remove him! If he was separated from the love of the things of the world and he is not even more separated from the love of the things that are in the world, God will remove him! If he spent five hours with God and he is not now spending more than five hours with God, God will remove him. If he was investing seven hours a day in the work of the Lord and he is not investing seven plus more hours in the service of the Lord, God will remove him! He cannot turn from the pursuit of God to the pursuit of his family and maintain his leadership! He cannot turn from the pursuit of God to the pursuit of the safety of his children and maintain his leadership! Leadership is maintained by ever-increasing sacrifice for the Lord and for the Lord’s interest. Leadership is maintained by ever-increasing sacrifice for the Lord and for the work of the Lord. Leadership is maintained by ever-increasing risks taken for the Lord and for the interests of the Lord. Leadership is maintained by rising to ever-increasing vision for the Lord and for His interests. In maintaining leadership, there are two aspects. There is the aspect of being and the aspect of doing - the aspect of “Before God” and “Before Man.”
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      The person who will maintain his leadership must grow in faith, must grow in discipline, must grow in suffering, must grow in sacrifice. He must grow in the discipline of his body. He must grow in the buffeting of his body.

      The Apostle Paul says,

      
        
        No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize (1 Corinthians 9:27).

      

      

      He must not only be ahead at the time of his appointment; he must continue to be ahead, he must continue to run faster than others, suffering more than others, putting in more time than others, denying himself more than others, despising the world more than others, considering the offers of the world as rubbish more than others. There must be ever-increasing depth—ever-increasing depth in the Lord, ever-increasing length in the Lord, ever-increasing width, ever-increasing heights, if he would maintain his leadership, lest God remove him.

      I just want to say this: If he does not spend ever-increasing time with God, he is done for. He has committed spiritual suicide. I just want to tell you, brother: If you are not spending more time with God now than you did in the past, God will remove you. There is no time now to talk about the ways by which God removes a man. But God will not keep a man who is joking with leadership! God will not maintain in leadership a man whose vision of God is not becoming sharper, taller and more captivating. A man who is not spending more and more time with God is already out. It’s only a matter of time because leadership is a call to gaze into the face of God. It is a call to love God with all one’s heart, with all one’s strength, with all one’s might. It is a call to invest everything into the love of God, the knowledge of God. It is God! God! God! God! God! Leadership is a call to divine fusion, to fusion with God.

      And that fusion cannot be had while flirting with men; rather, it is by the being before God. It’s just first of all a matter of time. You have God to the extent that you spend time alone with Him. You have God to the extent that you spend time with Him alone. God is imparted to you in the secrecy of your time in His presence alone. So this growth in God content is determinant.

      I was touched two days ago by what is said in the Sermon on the Mount.

      It’s found in Matthew 6:6a

      
        
        But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.

      

      

      Who is unseen – your room, your door, your Father; there’s nothing of another person there. That’s where everything is determined. It is there that the “shekina” glory comes upon the leader. And in the power of that glory he maintains a leadership that satisfies the heart of God. So if there is not increasing time with God alone, he has abandoned leadership. And God will remove him by any means because it is the God-content of a man that makes a man a leader. And it is the God-content that keeps a man in leadership. When the God-content declines, the man is no longer a leader. He can stand before men, but God is planning to remove him because the man who stands before men in God’s Name must know God more than the people before whom he stands. His content of God must be far more than theirs. God must continue to say, “This is the leader.” God must continue to say, “There is no one here like this man.” If God does not say that about the leader, he is no longer leading before God. The God-content! The God-content! The God-content! The God-content! The God-content! The God-content! The God-content! It is the God-content that makes a man to be made a leader by God. And when that content declines, he has walked off from the stage even if people keep him there. I want to say and say emphatically: It is the God-content that qualifies a man to stand before men. And as he increases that God-content, he rises. As he increases that God-content, he rises. When the God-content drops, it is “Adieu.” It is “Good-bye” from leadership. Pray that this would be understood. There is no way to run away from it.

      I want just to speak a word to the wives here. If your husband is spending less time before God alone than he did in the past, if you don’t do anything to arrest the situation, you would be in for the worst because when a man backslides before God he can still be an activist before men. Whether he’s an apostle, a prophet, an evangelist, a pastor or a teacher he must be a man of God’s presence. The apostle is called to a different Ministry from that of a prophet, that of an evangelist, that of a pastor-teacher. There will be diversities of Ministries, but the God-content! The God-content! Oh the God-content! The God-content! O, the time before God alone! The time before God alone! The time before God alone! The time before God alone! O, the time before God alone! If it’s not increasing, it’s doom - because it is the hypocrisy of trying to give men what the man doesn’t have or the hypocrisy of trying to give men what he no longer has, the hypocrisy of standing before men when one has not stood before God, the hypocrisy of standing before men more than one stands before God. Running here and there, touching this, spending time before men may be the spirit of an activist. If it does not overflow from an abundant and ever-increasing time in union with God, folly has been committed.

      To maintain your leadership, you maintain and add to your God-content. You spend more time with God alone because all things are sorted out there. There are many people who tell you, “I am twenty years in the Lord,” but they backslid five years ago or they backslid after one year. These years do not mean a thing.

      The leader who wants to maintain his leadership has only one gaze - the gaze at God. He comes to the people only when he is overflowing with God. Like a nursing mother, you know sometimes the breast gets full of milk, so the baby has to suck for the mother to be comfortable. That is the condition for ministry. There is so much so that some must go away for you to be comfortable because leadership is a call to minister from the overflow of abundance. It is the call to minister from the overflow of spiritual wealth. It is the call to minister from overflowing spiritual wealth.

      I want you to take it with utter seriousness: Ninety percent of the leaders in the Bible ended at the bottom. They were no longer leaders before God in the end. O, they lost the pursuit of God! They lost the pursuit of God! They lost the glory of God. They lost the wealth that comes from dwelling in God. They continued to be acting before men and it brought about utter shame.

      Look at just your Prayer Alone. If you are where you were five years ago, you have resigned from leadership - your Bible Reading, your reading of Christian Literature, your Daily Dynamic Encounters With God, your Giving to God, your Fasting life, and many of these things that can only really be done alone, those things that keep you alone in the presence of God. If there is not a continuing increase, you have abandoned leadership. You are now an actor.

      There is only one reason why people don’t spend time with God. It’s not the shortage of time. It is a shortage of the hunger for God. The heart has gone dull and cold. The fire has gone out. If a man says, “I’m not spending much time with God because I’m busy,” he’s a crook. He’s not spending time alone with God because he doesn’t want it. God is not his joy. God is not his joy. God is not his fulfilment. God is not his supreme attraction. Something of God wars against him. So it can’t be a matter of little time available. It’s a matter of the disposition of the heart. If the heart is right, if he has six hours, he will give five to God and God will multiply that one hour for the service of others six times.

      It’s just like the leader’s Giving. When a man drops in his Giving, he has resigned. God will remove him. He has said that something else is better than building the Kingdom of God. Because money is directional, when a man drops in his Giving, he sinks — no question about it, no, no question about it. There is no question about it! There is no question about it! Nobody has ever decided to give God less and risen spiritually - never, never, never; never, never, never; never, never, never, never, never, never; never, never. Just as sure as there is the living God, just as sure as there is the living God, no one has ever decided to decrease what he gives to God in order to meet his interests without falling off. It’s a law. When new needs arise and new challenges arise, the man whose heart is correct gives more to God and then God multiples what is left a thousand fold. And this is the grave of people. If someone was giving God 60% and that 60% represented 60,000 (francs), now he has new responsibilities. So if he gave God 60%, it meant that he had 40,000 for himself.
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      Now he has new challenges that demand that he now needs 60,000. Two pathways are open He can reduce God’s portion to 40,000 in order to have the 60,000. When he does that, everything will drop—His God-content will drop, his hunger for God will drop, his seeking God will drop. Everything will drop because he has exalted the needs of man above the needs of God. And problems will come from left and right, forward and backward because he has not believed God, he has not loved God single-heartedly. What the person should do in the midst of new problems is to raise his Giving to God and have 30,000 for himself and the God of heaven will multiply this a hundredfold. So, what will that give? - Let me even just take tenfold.
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      He has 300,000 now to live in the abundance of God.  But he will first of all be tested.   He will first of all be tested so that he’s not playing games with God.  He has gone up and now he is in the abundance of wealth.   He is a king - wealth, wealth, wealth, wealth, wealth.   But, if he sinks… So he has now risen to wealth, to spiritual knowledge, spiritual desire, and spiritual hunger.   So his spiritual content will rise to this level.   He now has more than enough for his needs and more to give to that God. It is a choice. And when a leader chooses to sink, he has committed the greatest sin for ever because he sinks with the people!   He blocks the people since the destiny of the people is tied to the destiny of the leader before God.  The destiny of the people is tied to the destiny of the leader before God

      I’ve just taken one area to illustrate what I’m saying. The question is, “Who will solve my problems—God or me?” The question is, “Who will handle my new problems?”

      “Who will handle my new responsibilities?”

      It’s a question as to whether a man believes that God is and that He’s the Rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. And brethren, I’m saying it because I don’t know one person who went back on what he gave to God and remained the same. And money really tells you who a man’s god is. More than anything else, it tests the finest fibres in a man.
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            TIME SPENT ALONE WITH GOD IS WHAT MAKES A LEADER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        How leadership is maintained – Time spent with God is indispensable for leadership

      

      

      
        
        Tuesday, 25th October, 2005.
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        * * *

      

      I don’t know whether you go on retreats. I consider leaders who do not go on retreats one weekend a month sick—sick with the absence of God’s presence because it is at retreats that a man gets saturated with God so that even just his presence, his person, his words, his touch might impart God to the others. I strongly recommend one weekend retreat a month, if not, you have chosen to be superficial. Maybe you can’t go at weekends. If you can go in the middle of the week, do so. Two, three days every month, every month, every month will make you a normal believer, a normal believer. Reading some books lightly in passing will not help you. It would only have added to your deception. But on your knees before God, with time for God to deal with you, things will happen that will change you.

      How much time is left? - Very little. Look at the world in the grip of the birth pangs that will precede the return of the Lord. If you are not troubled about how you would appear before Christ not long from now, then “Ashia⁠1.”

      For those of you who have just believed, I encourage you with all my heart to read and read and read and read and read. During the twelve months of the year 1967, I read fifty Christian books. It gave me a solid foundation. In 1986, I spent twenty-six weekends on retreats. Their marks (the marks of those weekends) on my life cannot be counted. When I travelled with a brother, he asked me. ‘’What happened?” At some point, others could not lay hold on me anymore. I told him, “Twenty-six retreats in 1986; it gave me so many jumps ahead of others.”

      The foundation of leadership is a life lost in God—enormous time spent in God’s presence alone – because without this impartation of God, a man does not have what to give others; for leadership is a call to give God to others. You cannot have what you have not received. Just look at a man’s development in being alone with God, then you know the person. If you are flirting before men going forward and backward in the guise of leadership, you are doing the Church of God great harm! If you are spending a lot of time with men and too little time with God, you are an enemy of those people because you don’t have God to give them! If you have ideas, they are ideas without God. And it is great wickedness, great wickedness, great wickedness to give people ideas that are not impregnated with God. They will not change them. They will not transform them. They will not trouble them. You are a clown. You are an entertainer. Leadership is a call to specialise in God. It is a call to specialise in God. It is a call to major in God; to major in God indeed. It is to make God your sole pursuit. Alone with God! Alone with God! Alone with God! Alone with God! Alone with God! Always seeking to withdraw and be alone with God, to plan a day for being alone with God so that God may give Himself to you!

      I want to warn those who are not taking time, enough time, to specialise in God but who spend countless hours with men. I warn them in God’s Name that they are doing harm to God, they are doing harm to God’s cause and they are destroying those people. Leadership is a call to major in God, to concentrate on God, to possess God so that the person has God in abundance, so that his thoughts are saturated with God, his tastes are saturated with God, his desires are saturated with God, his motives are saturated with God, his attitude is saturated with God, his values are saturated with God, his tastes are saturated with God, his heart’s disposition saturated with God, his words saturated with God, his possessions and his attitude to things saturated with God. There’s a world of difference between superficial touches and saturation. For those of you who intend to be leaders someday, make God your unique pursuit. Make God your unique pursuit. Begin to seek Him ardently. Decide that you will spend ten thousand hours with God alone within a certain number of years, with nobody there, because the impartation of God takes place in the silence of a man and his God. Alone with God, alone with God, alone with God, alone with God, alone with God, alone with God - reading your Bible and weeping that you are not like what the Bible says and asking God to make you like what the Bible says, reading Christian Literature and crying out to God that what is written there will be written in your life by the Holy Spirit.

      Of course, you can also choose to be superficial. God will force no one. But not long from now, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, you will have eternity to bemoan your lack of God-content. If you think that it is in one or two hours a day spent with God that you will come into the depths of God, then your self-deception is mighty beyond telling. The only way a shepherd can prove that he loves the flock is to spend so much time with God, so much time with God that he brings the abundance of God to the flock. The only way a shepherd can show that he loves the flock is to be so married to God, is to so penetrate the depths of God that even if he spends a few minutes with the flock, the flock has quantity food instead of spending hours clowning or giving them food without the depths of God. You have to choose whether to spend seven hours with God and one hour with the flock during which you really meet the needs of the flock or one hour with God and seven hours of dancing around without one transforming touch on the flock. The Scriptures can be quoted, “It is written,” by a man who knows those words. It could also be quoted by a man who is pregnant with those words. The difference is enormous beyond telling.

      Leadership, better said in French, is a call to “sonder les profondeurs de Dieu” – to pursue the depths of God because the leader asks, “What am I taking to these people?” – not entertaining stories, not beautiful phrases. Leadership is a call to bring God to the people. If you don’t bring God to the people, you have ruined them, you have deceived them, you have betrayed them because the building of men is the impartation of divine imprints to them so that they can see and say, “Look at the marks of the Cross. Look at the marks of the Cross. Look at the marks of the Cross. Look at the spite of the world. Look at the despising of its vainglory. Look at the contentment in God” because the leader is not preoccupied with what he will tell the people. It is what he will give the people that matters to him. It is what his words will contain. It is what his words will impart. It is the transforming power, it is the troubling power, it is the stirring power, and it is the igniting power of his words that are decisive.

      Have you asked yourself, “How much of God do I have? What is my God-content? How much of God flows through me?” Have you sought to know how deep you are? The secret of power or success in a man’s ministry is that time that he spends before God alone so that God is imparted to him, so that he goes away with the abundance of God for himself and the abundance of God for others and so that he can give himself to tens, hundreds, thousands for long periods without exhaustion. The one who loves the flock specialises in God. The one who hates the flock specialises in men. In fact, you would be wise if you made God your only pursuit. You would be wise if you made God your only Treasure. But treasure has to be sought, pursued, found and owned. If God is not given to the people, then the people are betrayed. So the leader is called to have God at all cost. The leader is called to have God at all costs. The leader is called to have God in overflowing abundance. That is his calling. How about you, is that your calling? Is that your calling? If it is not, I charge you, in the name of the living God to repent.

      We have a lot of Campaigns going on. If people who have not soaked themselves in God stand before people to proclaim eternal realities, they would do great harm because human words can produce decisions. However, they will not produce conversions. The words that are spirit and life come from the impartation of spirit and life in the closet with God alone. This is what it ought to be. That’s what it must be, if a man does not want to find himself opposing God. Now, I want to charge you before the living God to never, never, never, never mount the pulpit in the name of the living God without being saturated with God. This is basic honesty. You cannot build for eternity with superficiality. You can only build for eternity along with God.

      I have been meditating since last week on the first three verses of John chapter 21. While in a backslidden condition, Peter says. “I’m going fishing.” Seven other disciples too say, “We are going with you” He was followed. But he didn’t have God. To have a large following without God is a crime against heaven! The whole of that night they caught nothing.

      What are the results of your life? What are your imprints on others? What do you have of God in abundance? Where are you filled with the fullness of God? When did you give God large chunks of time for Him to fill you with the fullness of God?

      Look at your disciples. Where are the marks of Christ on them? Look at those who are most intimately related to you. Are they crucified men and women? Are they consecrated men and women? Are they burdened for the glory of God? Are they pursuers of God? If not, you are a problem. Your God-content is shallow! Go and seek God until you are possessed by that which changes men, until you are filled with that which transforms men. There are no shortcuts in these things and there are no alternatives for anyone who is honest.
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            THE LEADER IS PRODUCED YEARS BEFORE HE BECOMES A LEADER

          

          Being, Doing, Having

        

      

    

    
      
        
        The leader is not produced in public; the example of the Lord Jesus Christ

      

      

      
        
        Tuesday, 14th February, 2006.
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        * * *

      

      We already had two lessons on the marks of a leader. In the first lesson we saw that a person leads by being ahead of the people he leads. We said that the leader is ahead! The leader is ahead! The leader is ahead! If you are at the same level with people, you cannot lead them. You lead them by being ahead! By being ahead! By being ahead! They look at the person and he’s ahead, he’s ahead, he’s ahead, he’s ahead, he’s ahead so those who are led follow, those who are led follow. So we said then that the leader leads by might, by deeds of might. That was the first lesson.

      The second lesson: we said that in leadership the one who is a leader has to pay the same price that he paid to become a leader and a greater price in order to maintain his leadership. He must pay the same price that he paid to become a leader in order to maintain leadership. If he stops paying the price, he stops being a leader. For a man to continue to be a leader, the minimum is that he pays the price that he was paying before he became a leader. Normally, he should pay a greater price. If he was praying for two hours before he became a leader, he must pray a minimum of two hours. In fact, to be candid, brethren, he must pay a greater price. The price that was paid before a man became a leader must be exceeded for him to maintain leadership. If I prayed two hours, to maintain myself spiritually in the right condition, to maintain my wife in the right condition, to maintain our children in the right condition, then when I become a leader and continue to pray for two hours, I will fail. Why? I now have the people, I still have myself, and I still have my family. Therefore, I must now pray more in order to carry the people that I am leading; because now, my wife is under greater pressure because of my leadership. I am under greater pressure because of my leadership and have the people that I am leading to carry in prayer. So if I don’t increase my praying, I’ve spelt disaster for myself, for my wife, for our children and for the people I lead. My fasting life must increase. Whatever I did before I became a leader, I must do it now at a greater scale. Why? I am now the enemy’s target. Yes, as a leader, I am now the enemy’s target. The devil tells his agents, “Fight only with this man who is the leader.” I am now the devil’s target. My wife is now the devil’s target. Our children are now the devil’s target. And the people I lead are the devil’s target. Therefore, I must intensify my fasting in order that all may go well. If my holiness could be described at levels, if I was at level 3 in holiness, O, because I have become a leader, I must push up the level of my holiness to at least Level 4.
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      Why? If I’m not holier than I was before, I will crumble. There are sins that can be overlooked in the ranks and files of the army. There are sins that can be overlooked in the ordinary soldiers that cannot be tolerated in the generals! Look, brethren, the children of Israel were murmuring almost every day. The whole trip was a trip of murmuring. But when Moses sinned once, he was disqualified. There are sins that can be overlooked in the people led. If they are found in the leader, he will be destroyed, removed by God or put aside while he buffoons before men. A greater price must be paid. That was the second lesson.

      Pray that these two lessons would find their place in the hearts— would find their place in the hearts of the current leaders and the future leaders.

      We move to Lesson Three, In fact, Lesson Three ought to be Lesson One. For the leader, the determinant thing is what we call “the hidden years.” The hidden years—long before he became the leader -- that is when the leader is really produced. The leader is not produced in public, the leader is not produced when he becomes a leader! The leader is produced years before he is ever considered for leadership. His training takes place over very many years in the ordinary business of life. It is how he performs in the ordinary business of life that will move him to become a leader or put him aside completely, because the leader is first of all what he is, his being! The leader is first of all, his being. It is secondly his doing, and it may be his possessing.
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        Godly Leadership

      

      For me, his Being – is 75%, his Doing – is 20% of what it takes to be a leader, and his Possessing contributes 5% of his credentials for leadership. Listen, brethren, that’s what it is in the Lord. In the world, it is different. In the world, it is your Possessing – 75%, and your Being 5%.
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        Worldly Leadership

      

      A brother told me that somebody was chased out of his village for outrageous conduct. Yes, he was banished from the village for being corrupt in every way. He became a “fey man” (swindler) and made fortune beyond measure. He came back and tarred all the streets in the village. The same people who had exiled him met and gave him the highest title in the village. Nothing had changed. However, he had increased his possessions enormously through crookery, through evil, and had tarred the streets. His being had not changed, yet they gave him the highest title in the village. That’s worldly leadership.

      O, Jesus Christ is the Supreme Leader! The Supreme Leader! He had no place to lay His head. He possessed nothing. Whatever He used was borrowed. O, but He was mighty in His Being! Mighty in His Being! His whole Being was God incarnate! His character was the very Being of God and His Doings were powerful. However His Doings were only secondary. In the Lord Jesus Christ, what matters is what the man is. That’s determinant, that’s determinant, that’s determinant. What he does is secondary. What he possesses is of no consequence. Brethren, with regards to a work of God, it is the character of the people involved that matters. The being is essentially the character – the inward purity, the inward dying to self, the taking up of the Cross, the suffering day by day, the love towards God, the joy in God’s presence, the peace that comes from God, the patience with regards to God, the kindness towards man, the goodness towards man, the faithfulness to God and to man, the gentleness to man and the self-control in all things - that is the man. That is the man. The being is the fruit of the Spirit.
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      The Doing - the aspect of mighty deeds is a matter of power—the power of spiritual gifts. The doing is the release of spiritual gifts and the flow of consecrated talents. That’s what helps the doing. A believer produces results as the overflow of spiritual gifts and as the overflow of consecrated talents. Therefore, the one who does not have many gifts and many talents doesn’t suffer from a heavy disadvantage because the 75% of his being remains intact (at the top). I beg you to see it. In the light of eternal reward, it is “Well done, good and faithful servant.” This is essentially character isn’t it? Good – the fruit of the Spirit – goodness, faithfulness that is also the fruit of the Spirit.

      Because the leader is essentially his being and much less of  his doing, the making of the spiritual leader takes place long before he comes to the open. Brethren, allow me to start with the example of our Supreme Lord,

      
        
        
        “O Lord Jesus, who is worthy to talk about You? Who is worthy to talk about You? I’m worthless! Worthless! Worthless! Lord, we plead, O God, that Your holiness might clothe us and cover us as we dare to speak about You, for You are beyond human speech, beyond human discussion, beyond human analysis. O God, even the dust upon Thy feet arrests us totally. Help us to learn from You, in Jesus” Name. Amen.”

      

      

      

      The Lord Jesus Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost. He was programmed to spend thirty-three-and-a-half years on earth. He was programmed from eternity to spend thirty-three-and-a-half years on earth. What did He do? How did He divide this time? Thirty years in preparation, three-and-a-half years in public action. Preparation was in private action. Thirty years in preparing the being and three-and-a-half years into doing the deeds. Brethren, I realised this and I was shocked.  He spent 30 years in preparing the Minister and three-and-a-half years in being the Minister. Pray that this will be grasped by all of us.

      In Hebrews 2:10 the Bible says,

      
        
        In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for Whom and through whom everything exists, should make the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering.

      

      

      Jesus was made perfect through suffering before He took on leadership, before He came to the limelight.

      In Hebrews 5:7-9,

      
        
        During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the One who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.   Although he was a Son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

      

      

      – It says, although He was the Son of God, He learned obedience through what He suffered. He learned obedience through what He suffered. Jesus had to learn obedience through the things He suffered. So for thirty years He was preparing behind the scene – for thirty years! Brethren, He was preparing for a public Ministry that would last only three-and-a-half years. Jesus had four brothers and at least two sisters. His brothers were unbelievers and He lived in that home for thirty years, being trained through difficult circumstances, being trained through difficult circumstances right in His family – the persecution of His family. He was without sin in spite of all the mockery for bringing, (as if it were,) what we could call strange standards. For thirty years He lived as an ordinary human being. And the training was going on. And the testing was going on at home. He became a businessman and had to provide for the family. It seems as if Joseph had died early because he disappeared from the Scriptures. And Jesus was the firstborn; so He had to provide for the family. He didn’t sit there and say. “O Son of God; Son of God.” He worked hard! He worked hard! He worked hard! He worked hard and He learnt carpentry! He learnt carpentry! He learnt carpentry! He learnt carpentry! He did not bring carpentry from heaven! He did not bring carpentry skills from heaven! He learnt carpentry on earth! We insist that He learnt carpentry on earth. He got through the discipline of going to a professional school which might have been just that one carpenter took Him and He learnt from that man. He learnt from that man and learnt from that man and learnt from that man, from the simple things and on and on until He mastered the art of carpentry. We rebuke the lazy! We rebuke the lazy! We rebuke the lazy! Sick and lazy! Sick and lazy! Sick and lazy! Sick and lazy! They have no place in the Church because they have no resemblance to the Master! O, the Lord Jesus Christ went and learnt carpentry. The Lord Jesus Christ went and learnt carpentry. He learnt carpentry and He mastered carpentry. And He mastered carpentry: And there was a day when He started His own business. He had to learn the art of buying wood, buying nails and buying everything and making furniture that was sold. And He sold and made profit for Himself and for His family. O, He learnt, He learnt, He learnt, He learnt. He learnt the suffering through carpentry, the suffering through business. He learnt through being honest among dishonest people. He learnt to be true to God in business. O Jesus was a businessman! Jesus was a businessman! O Jesus was a businessman! Jesus was a businessman! And in all those years, not once did He sin; not once was He corrupt; not once did He fail in delivering the goods. When they mocked Him they said, “Is this not the carpenter?” They didn’t say, “Is this not the carpenter who did not deliver the goods I asked Him to make? Who did not deliver the goods that I paid for?” They didn’t ask, “Is this not the carpenter who delivered the goods two weeks after He promised?” - Character! Character! Character! Character at home and character at the workplace! Character at home and character at the workplace! And it is in these two places that a person trains for leadership – the home, the workplace; the home, the workplace; the home, the workplace. The one who fails at home has failed. The one who fails at his work place has failed.

      Brethren, I am just overwhelmed by the errors that we have made. We have appointed people to leadership who did not pass the test of the home, who have not passed the test about the place of work. And we have sent these people to the mission field. They have not known how to earn money, manage it, save some and provide all their needs. And we have sent them to go and lead people – How will they go about it? On what basis will they advise a married man with his wife and children?

      A boy of perhaps twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-five or even thirty, doesn’t know what marriage is about. He takes the girl that we paid the bride price for him to marry. He has never earned money. He doesn’t know the agony of earning money. He starts by spending the money that is the fruit of the sweat of others. What model will he be? What leadership can he provide? That is not the Saviour’s model.

      It’s said of the Lord Jesus Christ, Hebrews 2:17-18,

      
        
        For this reason He had to be made like His brothers in every way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in service to God, and that He might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because He Himself suffered when He was tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted.

      

      

      He was tempted, He made progress, He learnt at home to be holy regardless of what the environment was. He was holy in His profession regardless of what the other carpenters were doing. He was holy, holy, tempted, tempted, tempted, tempted, but without sin. He did not yield, He did not yield, He did not yield, He did not yield, He did not yield to the temptation to make quick money. He did not say, “Father, let someone come and pay 500,000 francs for this thing that sells for 5000 francs.” He did not expect God to violate the laws of business and provide.

      There are some people who are expecting that they would wake up someday and gain possession of big shops filled with things, and they working there. They are expecting a miracle that will just double their sales, triple their sales, increase it a hundredfold. They are waiting to wake up to a title deed for a thousand square metres and a three-storey building. This is just corruption, brother! It is wicked dreams! Wicked dreams!

      Jesus did not appeal for miraculous provision in His business. He practised the law of being good and faithful. At home, He was good and faithful at work, He was good and faithful! Good, faithful, good and faithful, good and faithful, good and faithful, good and faithful, good and faithful, good and faithful, good and faithful! Listen, brethren; He was good and faithful at home, without sin at home. He was good and faithful at work. At home, He got the Father’s approval that He was without sin, that He was good and that He was faithful. At home, He obtained the Father’s approval that He was without sin, He was good and He was faithful. And at His job, He obtained the Father’s approval that He was without sin, that He was good and He was faithful. This went on for very many years, for very many years: for thirty years, for thirty years, for thirty years, thirty years.

      He was not in debt. He was not in debt. He was not in debt because debt greatly undermines integrity! The debtor is a man without integrity, a sick man who wants to have what he doesn’t have money for. A debtor is corrupt and rotten inside, corrupt and rotten, corrupt and rotten. He wants to have what he doesn’t have money for. It can only be a step outside God’s will that will only bring him heartache and heartache and tragedy, because when God gives a project, He provides the funds. If there are no funds, the project is not from God or it’s not in God’s timing. Jesus was not in debt.

      I want to insist that Jesus made profit. He provided for His mother. He provided for His brothers and sisters. The Bible says, “He who does not provide for his household is worse than an infidel and has denied the faith.”

      1Timothy 5:8,

      
        
        If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

      

      

      Jesus was faithful in providing for His family. He employed His hands and His head to provide for His family. He used His hands and His head to earn money to meet the needs of his family. Instead of working, you want to beg and beg and beg. God can never make you a leader. If men make you a leader, God will pull you down because you have not passed the test. For thirty-three years, Jesus had been preparing, brethren! At the age of twelve, at the temple, He baffled the religious leaders of the day. They were baffled by His knowledge.

      He could have started His Ministry then but it would have ended in failure because He had not learnt yet. From twelve to thirty He entered the school of character formation—how to live honestly, how to live in integrity, how to be faithful at home and at work, how to earn one’s money honestly, how to spend that which was earned, how not to spend what one doesn’t have. The family of Jesus was poor. When He was eight days old and taken to the temple to be presented, his parents did not present the lamb that was expected. They brought the gift that was prescribed for the poor.

      
        
        If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean (Leviticus 12:8).

      

      

      That is what the poor presented. Those who were well off presented a lamb. Jesus did not say, “Let Me look for a rich family to live with.” Jesus did not look for more comfortable quarters He identified Himself with His family as their servant; He identified Himself with His family in their poverty and accelerated the putting on of perfect character, holy character. Until thirty, He was unknown for anything extraordinary. But He put on the being, the being, the being, the being and the doing of ordinary things extraordinarily; faithful in small matters, faithful in little things, faithful in little things, faithful in little things. After thirty years, He was ready to provide leadership. His innocence as a child had been transformed into holiness through the events and the circumstances of His life.

      We must look at the matter of preparing people in private. They are prepared in private as they interact with ordinary things, and they mature there. Leadership is not for babies. They may be zealous, they may have ideals but it is untried idealism, and because that kind of idealism can crack and the idealist becomes a criminal, it has to be tempered in the school of life without which a man is not fit for leadership.

      About John the Baptist, Luke 1:80 states:

      
        
        And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.

      

      

      He grew in spirit. The human spirit of John grew. Growth in the spirit - the tragedy of our generation is that we send people to be trained only in the mind. There is no training of the emotions, there is no training of the will, and of course, there is no training of the spirit, there is no training of the conscience, there is no training of the intuition and communion.

      Of Jesus Christ it was said (Luke 2:40),

      
        
        And the Child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him

      

      

      — as a child.

      I hope that’s what you people are training the children to become. This is before He became a youth. This is the child Jesus between nought and twelve years. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon Him.” Then at the age of twelve, He went to the temple. He was a youth. That’s the behind-the-scenes preparation of Jesus!
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            PATHWAYS TO SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

          

          The hidden years

        

      

    

    
      
        
        The example of the parents of John the Baptist

      

      

      
        
        Tuesday, 21st February, 2006
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        * * *

      

      What lies behind the man or the woman who makes impact for God? The first thing in the making of a spiritual leader is their parents! Their parents! Their parents! Their parents! Their parents! Their parents! We looked at the model of Jesus last time. This time we’ll look at the model of His forerunner.

      In Luke 1:5 we read,

      
        
        In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.

      

      

      Ha! Ha! Ha! Listen, each person is influenced a great deal by what his roots are! Each person is determined by his roots. A sister did something I found very strange. When I was trying to fume, she told me, “Ça vient de loin, de ma grand-mere. (It comes way back, from my grandmother.)” And I was disarmed. “Ça vient de loin.” Sometimes you see children who don’t resemble their parents rather they resemble their grandparents.

      This is one of the most beautiful stories in the whole Bible, because, generally when you see a great man, you find his wife doing some funny things. When you see a great woman you find her husband doing some strange things. But listen, Zechariah was a man of great spiritual weight. His wife Elizabeth was a woman of the glory. She is one of the women whom we are going to write a book on - one of the women of the glory. The priestly division of Abijah, Abijah the prophet - so John came from a prophetic line. He came from a prophetic line. His wife was of Aaron’s lineage.

      O brethren, you may feel sorry as you look at your background but you cannot run away from this fact, that the background is crucially important. In what book did we write about Jonathan Edwards and Mark Jules? A woman gets pregnant and gives birth, “Peng - Hmmm⁠1” - a criminal comes out. Another time, another pregnancy, “Eh!3” - a criminal comes out. A third time, “Pai! Pai! Pai! Pai!4” a criminal comes out. I’m going to say something which I said in Indonesia and one of the people in the conference, an American woman, called me and told me, “You deserve to be shot. What you have said is too true.” I had said that if a boy wants to get married, he should not look at the girl. He should look at her parents, – her father and her mother. And if he has access to her grandparents, he should look at them - grandfather and grandmother. This beauty you see now will soon not be there; thereafter, you will live with her grandparents or her mother, her father, all your life. If I were a girl, if a boy came to me, I would not look at him. I would look at his parents and grandparents, if I have access to them; because when the flattering words that say, “O you are the most beautiful one” will be gone, you’ll be married to his father and his grandfather.

      If his father was a thief, you will live with the thief; if he was godless, you will live with a godless man; if he was a squanderer of money, the son will exaggerate it; if he never pursued God, if he never pursued God, the son will go in that direction. If he walked with God and backslid, the son will follow suite. If he was radical for God ... Listen, if he was a Catholic and radically committed, it’s good. If he was a Presbyterian and radically committed, it’s good. I want to go further, if he was a Moslem and radically committed, it’s good, because the radically committed in spiritual matters, when they confront the truth, will also pursue it radically. Those who are light-hearted about the truth, even if they are Pentecostals, will always be light-hearted. The one who, as an idol-worshipper tilts towards the spiritual seeing it as central and determinant, when he meets the Lord Jesus Christ, will have the spiritual as central and determinant. You can see how Paul was violently opposed to the Lord Jesus after he was converted. O! He was on fire, burning, and was committed to Jesus Christ. The background, the background, the background, the background!

      My father shook the village. My father shook the village. I only saw the foundation of the Church in the village. It was 18 metres by 12 metres. I measured it. Only the foundation is left. That’s what he built. If I were not zealous, I would be the worst criminal. That my younger sister fasts is only a product of that. They sang,

      
        
        
        “O Papa Solomon,

        Ou loye ni nge yaye yi

        O lin nga nje ni zangti

        Ou lo ye m nge ya ye yi.”

        “O Papa Solomon⁠2,

        O where are you taking us to?

        Don’t you know that we are hungry?”

      

      

      

      He used to preach long sermons. So while he was preaching one day, the people started to sing and say, “O don’t you know that we are hungry?” So, warn me to stop, before the congregation starts singing. You should warn me to jump out before they start singing. When that brother said here the other day that the programme says, “Five o’clock,” I got it as a warning.

      But listen; God has given you the opportunity to be the starting point of a radical generation madly in love with Jesus Christ, madly committed to Him so that what you did not have in your background, your great-grandchildren would have. But look, brethren, you are compromising it! You are compromising it! You are compromising it! You are divided at heart! You are divided at heart! You are backslidden. What a sad thing! You’ve gone back to sin, you are telling your progeny that they too shall go back to sin. You’ve gone back to loving the world! You have gone back to debts to curse your progeny! How terrible! How terrible! How terrible! How terrible! How terrible! How terrible! – A man who saw light and went back on it, a man who had dealings with God on an issue and then abandoned the dealings with God and went back to his vomit. The starting point, the starting point, the starting point!

      As I said, my brother’s daughter in the United States, who is 28, has bought an apartment of 1.3 million dollars – the blessings of my father. Even his only child who is in the country, was the only black person in the World Women’s Tennis Championship. From a righteous man there will flow blessings in all domains. His first son, was at the World Scrabble Championship in November. I’ve shared with you how my father turned down a salary of 18 pence from the administration to accept one penny from the Missionaries as salary.

      Brother, it will follow you— your decisions, your deeds. The question is: What are you providing – solid character or diffuse compromise? Are you true to what God first showed you? Are you true to your first vows to God? But remember, you are the starting point, you are the starting point regardless of what your parents were; but what type of starting point - an alloy or pure metal, rock or sand?

      Listen brethren, my mother was a believer too, but she loved the world. She contributed enormously to my father’s ministry. She was at the base. She was a practical woman who made “akra” (local fritters). Sometimes she baked bread, did farming and other things. She provided, she provided. She was a disciplinarian. She never said, “Wait for Papa to come.” If you needed to be flogged, she just flogged you. However, she loved the world. That’s why I’ve talked very little about her. When she was about 60 – these are just approximations – I brought her slides. I said, “Mama, here you are.” She said, “Eh, bring my glasses quickly, let me see what dress I was wearing.” At 60, she wanted to see what dress she was wearing. She earned money. In fact, she was three times richer than my father because my father was paid 10,000 francs cfa a month at the height of his pastoral ministry. There was good food. She had refined tastes since she came from the palace in Besi. You know in the palace there is luxury and finesse. That has come through very strongly. I’ve told you how many pairs of shoes my brother had. In Mutengene alone, I counted 57 pairs, some of ostrich skin from Australia. He had suits of 450,000 francs cfa each. When he came for Parliament, he sometimes came with four suitcases of clothes. He told me, “You can dress like a catechist. I’m a businessman and before one talks business with you, he looks at your car and at your dressing. Emmanuel Fomum who is in Mbale, was in the School of Youth and Sports. In his first year, he had a monthly allowance of 97,000 old francs. I had paid all his fees for admission into the school. When he came, I asked him to bring me 50,000 francs each month so that I save it for him. I only saw him after four months. His room was carpeted. He had a fridge in it. He bought shoes for 25,000 francs. That’s my mother’s trait in evidence. In America, you can pay money so that your car number plate  bears your name. My brother’s son, the one who went for the Scrabble Championship had his car number plate of his name. There’s no time to talk about it. So two tendencies run in the family –radical commitment to Christ and radical love of the world.

      Brother, when you choose your wife, it’s a frightful thing you might have done. You may desire that only your traits would be imparted to your offspring, but it’s not possible. When you accept a man, you have done a far-reaching thing. You may desire only your strengths to be seen but you will see that man in your children and grandchildren. In particular, you will see the strengths or the corruptions of character. You will see the strengths of character or the crumbling of character. Therefore when you are thinking about this new foundation, ask: Is your wife as consecrated as you? Is she as consecrated as you? Is she as sold out to God as you or is she a “Lot’s wife?” Is she mad about your vision, sold to it, paying the supreme price for it; or while you are flying she is crawling,  when you are flying she is walking? Is she a woman of equivalent consecration? Is he a man of equivalent consecration?

      But in the case of John the Baptist, it says “BOTH OF THEM! BOTH OF THEM!” Hallelujah! “BOTH OF THEM!” (Luke l: 6a) Brethren, I am a reader of biographies – spiritual biographies and secular biographies – because I have been a student of the secret of powerful leadership for long. It is very rare that you find what is said here. “Both of them were upright in the sight of God.” Hallelujah! “Upright in the sight of God; upright” – both, father, mother, Zechariah and Elizabeth. Both of them were upright. Both had great backgrounds rooted in spirituality, and now at the personal level, both of them were upright in the sight of God. Both of them! Both of them! Both of them! Both of them! Both of them! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! There was no moral failure. There was no moral decadence in the sight of God. God said about both of them, “Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright! Upright!” Hallelujah! “In the sight of God.” They were not only upright. It was not just stupendous character! It was not just stupendous character! But they observed all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. Their character and their deeds got God’s highest approval. “Upright in the sight of God, observing ALL the Lord’s commandments, ALL the Lord’s commandments.” I want you to take “ALL” into consideration Both, both were upright and both observed the Lord’s commandments. There is no room to disobey God in one thing. “ALL the Lord’s commandments! ALL the Lord’s commandments! ALL the Lord’s commandments!” They were not upright in some things and not in others. “ALL the Lord’s commandments! ALL the Lord’s commandments”!

      May the Holy Spirit convict you! May the Holy Spirit convict you! May the Holy Spirit trouble you! You violator of God’s law! You violator of God’s law! You violator of God’s law! You violator of God’s law! You violator of God’s law! May the Holy Spirit trouble you! May the Holy Spirit trouble you! May God give you no peace! May God war against you now! May God war against you now and convict you and trouble you and trouble you and war against your seared conscience, and war against your seared conscience and war against your disobediences in the secrecy of your heart.

      Brethren, I am working out every detail of obedience to God in my heart in everything in my life along this fast. I had a bed in my inner office. The Lord asked me to dismantle it. I had earlier dismantled it then I brought it back. I’ve dismantled it forever. For a laxative, “bitter-kola” helped me to relieve myself and I kept going to the toilet throughout the fast. Even on the twenty-third day, I went to the toilet; henceforth every fast has been ended with ease. Before, I used to sit on that first day as I went to stool. “Chei! Chei! Chei⁠3!” It will be paining; try to sit on the other corner, I felt excruciating pain as if my anus would tear or give way. Some of you know what I am saying. But with the “bitter-kola,” the faeces kept coming out slowly all through. I have stopped eating it. (Dr. Ngufor had to go digging in there in order to get the faeces out. In fact, as one thought about the end of the fast, that was what one dreaded.) But I’ve stopped it because the Lord told me, “I have no problem, but the Devil will resist you with it.” So there will never be “bitter-kola” again during the fast so that the Devil does not resist me.

      They say about Zechariah and Elizabeth, “observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations” not only the commandments but the regulations. Not only the commandments but the regulations! One thing which I would obey from now on without negotiation: the Lord commanded me to go to the Department every day I am in the city for two hours unfailingly because of World Conquest Science, and not to counsel anybody, not to discuss anything about the Lord in my office at all, at all, at all, but to give these two hours exclusively to Science. Brethren, “all the commandments” are the Logos of God while “the regulations” are a special Rhema of God to you. “All the Lord’s commandments and all the Lord’s regulations.”

      Listen brethren, it’s for your good. It’s for my good. Two years ago, the Lord told me, “Don’t take Plenyl⁠4 during your fasts, take Supradyne⁠5.” Now Supradyne to me is the worst drug. You drop it in water and it becomes a terrible thing. Last year, a new Supradyne was made that tastes better. In addition, it has some vitamins that will help the body of a man who is over 50; it is “Vital 50+.” This was made for me. These are the encouragements of God in the pathway of obedience. What am I saying? I am talking of a very personal God who comes to be involved in the minutest details. I was wondering what would happen to me to enable me stool with ease. Now I found out that Magnesium functions as a laxative. So the faeces comes out easily. God had said, “No more bitter-kola.” But I don’t have problem with passing out faeces. I’ve gone to toilet every day in the last three days. It is settled. There is a living God – The Lord’s commandments; the Lord’s regulations!

      It’s wonderful. Brethren – upright, obedient and blameless – husband and wife, husband and wife, what a couple! What a couple! They had no children. Elizabeth was barren. They were advanced in years—very many years of uprightness, of uprightness, of uprightness in the sight of God; very many years of observing all the Lord’s commandments; very many years of observing all the Lord’s regulations, Hallelujah!

      I want to say the next thing about John the Baptist’s parents. Zechariah and Elizabeth were descendants of Aaron. Aaron was a priest. Zechariah pursued faithfulness; he did not pursue greatness. He pursued faithfulness. He did routine things in an extraordinary way. He did not go seeking for lions to kill. He just carried out the routine things in an extraordinary way - faithful, faithful, faithful, faithful, faithful, faithful, every year - faithful, faithful, faithful; every month - faithful, faithful, faithful, faithful; every day - faithful, faithful; every hour - faithful, faithful; every minute - faithful, faithful, faithful - with the right heart and faithfulness in duty, in doing what was assigned to him. He went to the temple of the Lord by lot to burn the incense.

      Luke 1:10,

      
        
        And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying outside.

      

      

      Listen! “All the assembled worshippers were praying outside!” - ALL! ALL! ALL! ALL! ALL the assembled worshippers! ALL the assembled worshippers! ALL! ALL! ALL! ALL! ALL! ALL were outside. Doing what? – praying, praying, praying, praying, praying, praying, praying, praying, praying, praying, praying; all outside, all outside; praying, praying, praying, praying; all, all, all, all; praying, praying, praying. One man was inside, all the others were praying. One man was at the place of burning incense while all the others were at the place of prayer.

      I’ve seen great things happen in Bujumbura, in Burundi, because immediately 1 go to the stage, since the stage is built over the prayer room that is below, the intercessors just move there. I noticed a sister, she started going there immediately I went on stage. From both sides, brethren went in there. While I was preaching, they were blasting heaven! While I was preaching, they were blasting heaven. No wonder, people were weeping on the ground over their sins. People came to the Lord weeping and weeping. So many miracles happened that those who were healed came out and they had to drag us down from the stage lest we cause the stage to collapse. We brought back testimonies upon testimonies of miracles. A man on the pulpit, the rest or very many others blasting heaven and calling God’s power upon him: While his word went out, the brethren brought down God’s power upon the word. While the word of God was released, the power of God was brought down. So the word flowed in the power of the Holy Spirit! Yeah!

      
        
        …When the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying outside, praying outside (Verse 10).

      

      

      Praying outside, praying outside, praying outside, and praying outside

      As they were praying, an angel of the Lord appeared to him. Hallelujah! Their prayers brought down an angel. Their prayers brought down an angel. Yes, you don’t even have one person who prays for you. Do you hope angels will come? They will not! That’s what it says, isn’t it? “All the assembled worshippers were praying outside. Then! Then! Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him” - that’s Zechariah (Verse 1la). While they were praying, an angel came. While they were praying, an angel came – Gabriel. While they were praying, an angel came.

      You can now understand. When I came back from China. I said, “God said this.” “God appeared to me. He laid His hands on me. “The Lord Jesus Christ appeared” and so on, because during those ten days, in our Ministry the whole world was praying for me, the Prayer Chains at Etoug-Ebe went on non-stop. I’ve had my clearest revelations during those times in 2001; and that’s the only time I’ve seen the Lord Jesus Christ, He came into the room. In fact, He stood at the door and He showed me my “Separation from the Common” just as D. had typed it. He showed me and He said, “You are not living this out in fullness.” Then He walked out in anger. That’s the only time I saw the Lord Jesus Christ. God the Father has appeared to me four times. The last time He came in, He laid His hands on me. When He came, I was so overwhelmed, 1 knelt on the bed. I was not frightened. This was the first time I was not frightened. It was sweet and He laid His hands on me and said eighty-four things. The Lord laid His hand on my head and He said 84 things. He said twelve things, each one of them seven times. All the Brethren in our Ministry, were praying, it was their prayers that brought God down.

      
        
        All the assembled worshippers were praying outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him (Verses 10b-11a).

      

      

      God is brought down by prayer. God is brought down by prayer. Fasting shatters the Devil. Prayer brings God down.

      Luke 3:21-22b says,

      
        
        As He was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in bodily form like a dove.

      

      

      As He was praying, the Holy Spirit came down. Strong prayers bring such mighty descents of the Holy Spirit. That’s the lacking element. If God is to descend, men must pray. If the power of the Holy Spirit is to descend, men must pray. If the power of the Holy Spirit is to descend on all, all must pray and keep on praying until He comes down. Incense was going up to God, and prayer was going up to God. There is the incense of a holy life rising up unceasingly to God. There is the incense of a holy life, the incense of a pure heart rising up unceasingly to God and then prayer to bring God down. During the Prayer Night, we saw that the fastest way out of poverty is not to receive but to give what you have. The fastest way out of poverty is not to receive but to give. Incense was going up. Prayer was going up. And then the angel came. What did he say?

      
        
        Your prayer has been heard (Luke l: 13b).

      

      

      God did not answer immediately. “Your prayer has been heard.” They prayed for many years. God heard but God took His time. Since they were holy, righteous people, their prayers went right to the Throne but God did not send the answer immediately. He didn’t send them a son immediately. Why?  Had he come immediately, had the son come immediately, he would have been ordinary. O, John was to be the forerunner of the Lord Jesus Christ! He was to be the forerunner of Jesus Christ! Therefore, his parents had to be childless for years, for long years, long years, long years so that John would come just before Jesus. Had he come earlier, he would have been ordinary. He was to go before Jesus! He was to go before Jesus! Therefore, he had to come just before Jesus — a six-month difference. It was of the utmost importance that this couple be barren for years! It was of the utmost importance that this couple be barren for years! It was of the utmost importance that this couple’s prayers go as if God were not hearing so that the son born might be the son that he was meant to be!

      Do you know the whole matter of the timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! Don’t be like the brothers of Jesus Christ. He said,

      
        
        My time has not yet come but your time is always here (John 7:6, RSV).

      

      

      The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! O people of God, people of God wake up, wake up, wake up, to the timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! Are you plugged into the timing of God? Are you plugged into the timing of God? Are you plugged into the timing of God? The timing of God! The timing of God! The timing of God! If God had answered maybe ten years before or twenty years before so that the couple should feel good, he would not have been what he was meant to be. It was crucial that Elizabeth bore the marks of a barren woman for years, that Elizabeth be a barren woman for years. It was important! It was important! It was important so that things might synchronise with the divine timetable.

      In The Way Of Christian Service, we discussed this at length. The unconsecrated cannot wait for God. The carnal cannot wait for God. Those who want the approval of men cannot wait for God. There are God’s deeds and there is God’s time.

      
        
        Your prayer has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John (Luke 1:13b).

      

      

      The name was given by God.  It was not the name of his relative. The name was given by God. Parents must wait on God and get the names of the children from God and give the names as prophetic acts

      
        
        He will be a joy and delight to you (Verse 14a).

      

      

      O that each son were a joy and delight to his parents!

      
        
        And many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord, he will be great in the sight of the Lord (Verses 14b-15a).

      

      

      A son to be great in the sight of the Lord whereas you are preparing your child, not to be great in the sight of the Lord but to be great in the sight of the world. “He will be great in the sight of the Lord” – great in the sight of the Lord, destined to be great in the sight of the Lord “He will be great in the sight of the Lord.” Is that what you are imposing on your sons, imposing on your daughters? Do you have an eye on your son becoming great in the sight of the Lord? Do you have a secret eye towards you son being great in the sight of the Lord? Great in the sight of the Lord! Great in the sight of the Lord! Great in the sight of the Lord! Great in the sight of the Lord! And great only in the sight of the Lord!

      O you seek greatness!  You yearn for greatness – but greatness before whom? You are bitter and jealous because you have no standing before men. But who can hinder you from being great before God—the only greatness that counts? Oh, “He will be great before the Lord! He will be great before the Lord! He will be great before the Lord!” We have the responsibility to build a career for our children that makes them great before the Lord!

      We have the responsibility to strategise about careers for our children that will make them great before the Lord!

      Mary F. is finishing in June - July. She is doing very well. She should have a minimum of an Upper Second. She wanted to go to South Africa to do a Masters and then a doctorate in Public Health. But a few months ago, the Lord said she should come back after her first degree to accelerate the writing of the Gospel. It’s only now as I’m preaching that it just came to my mind. In the Colorado Springs Prophecy, “Your last daughter, Mary, will have a powerful teaching ministry. God will give her revelations and she will write many books.” So, all of it holds together. So from July she’ll be with us in the writing of books. There are many Public Health specialists. There are few writers of the Gospel.

      “Great in the sight of the Lord, great in the sight of the Lord” – Is that your dream for your children or you want to give them all of the world and expect that they would be great before the Lord? May you repent of the corruption of your heart! May you repent!

      I went to visit a leader in this city. He was not at home. His wife was there. I asked their little daughter, “What do you plan to be?” She said, “I will like to be a Nursery School teacher.” Then her mother came out of one of the other room like a wounded lioness. She said, “Yes!   Yes!   Yes!   Yes!   Yes!   That’s you!   That’s you!   Yes!   Others want to teach at the University; you, Nursery School!   Nursery School!”  I have never felt like beating a woman like I wanted to do to her!  That child will go wrong because of her mother. Again in this same city, I went to another home. There too was another girl.   I asked her, “What do you want to do when you grow up?”   She said, “I want to be a nurse.”   We were all in the same room.   The mother turned, with eyes like those of a sorceress, she said; “Yes!   You!   Yes!   Others want to be doctors; your own, nurse, nurse.”   Look at women, women, the wives of leaders who kill their children, destroy them and sacrifice them to the Devil.   The glory of the world!   The accursed glory of the world!   The accursed glory of the world!   The accursed glory of the world!

      
        
        He will be great in the sight of the Lord, great in the sight of the Lord, great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink (Luke 1:15a)

      

      

      – separated from the common, separated from the common.  He will never take wine or other fermented drink – separated from the common.

      
        
        He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth (Verse 15b)

      

      

      – filled with the Holy Spirit right from the womb!

      
        
        Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah (Verses 16-17a).

      

      

      Yes,

      
        
        …He will go on before the Lord, before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous (Verse 17a,b)

      

      

      
        
        The hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous to make ready a people prepared for the Lord, and to make ready a people prepared for the Lord (Verse 17b,c).

      

      

      Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Brethren, it’s sweet, it’s sweet. What a future!

      
        
        Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? (Verse 18a).

      

      

      You want proof of what God has said. God has spoken; you want proof. May God rebuke your unbelief! May God rebuke your unbelief! May God rebuke your wanting signs so that you may believe! May God rebuke you who want external evidence so that you may believe what God has said to you! May God rebuke you who want the visible before you believe what God has said! May you repent of your unbelief that has not laid hold on what God has said, and wants small signs here and there so that you may hang on them! Zechariah wanted a sign. He got a rebuke and punishment! For the man of his standing, this might have been acceptable among the rank and file, but not for a spiritual General, for Zechariah was a general of God, wanting external evidence was not acceptable.

      
        
        I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words (Luke 1:19-20a).

      

      

      Because you did not believe my words, because you did not believe my words.

      People do not go free for not believing God’s words. For spiritual babes, it’s alright, but for spiritual leaders, for spiritual leaders, for God’s generals and God’s colonels and God’s majors and God’s captains and God’s lieutenants and God’s field marshals, the higher you go, the more dangerous unbelief is. The punishment for unbelief is directly proportional to your position before God. The punishment is directly proportional to your rank. The punishment is directly proportional to your rank. The higher you go, the greater the punishment for unbelief. What God would ignore among the rank and file, the colonel, the general, the field marshal, will receive the severest punishment from God. Are you a general – full of unbelief as if you were a non-commissioned officer? Have you magnified the God who speaks to you?

      
        
        I am Gabriel. I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God (Verse 19b)

      

      

      – that is his rank.

      
        
        I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time (Verse 19c-20).

      

      

      He was made dumb because he did not believe.

      It is not enough that a man is righteous! It is not enough that he keeps the Lord’s commandments! It is not enough that he keeps the Lord’s ordinances! He must be mighty in believing the Word of God! He must be mighty in believing the Word of God! He must be mighty in believing the Word of God! He must be mighty in believing the Word of God! He must believe the Word of God and he must believe what God is saying to him. He must believe what God is saying in the Scriptures and what God has said to him personally.

      That’s the preparation of a leader. So far, it depends on the parents - the roots, the roots, the foundation, the foundation!

      What has God said to you about your children? What has God said to you about your children? What has God said to you about your children so that you are raising prayer unceasingly so that no word of the Lord concerning your child or your children would fall to the ground? You have been too lazy to go on retreat and wait and wait and wait until God speaks; and wait and go on the next retreat to wait and wait and wait until God speaks, so that you have the message of God for each child. And now you are guessing forward and backward. You have betrayed your children. You cannot tell them, “This is what God said,” so that if they don’t obey, at least you have spoken. You will not seek God for your children. You will not seek God for them so that you are bringing them up by gambling. You don’t know what God has in mind therefore you cannot by prayer demolish what they have. That’s one of the highest responsibilities that parents owe their children – to hear God clearly, to receive God’s blueprint for the child and bring up the child according to that blueprint, praying that God would reveal things increasingly, with only one goal – that the child would be great before the Lord, so that you can say, “I have laid the foundation for a great child for God. I have fasted and prayed according to what I heard.”

      We are still on the message but we have just laid the foundation.  We will come to John himself, the preparation of this man who shook the nation by his preaching.
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            LEADERSHIP BY DIVINE APPOINMENT

          

          The Example of Noah

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Leadership is by divine appointment; the example of Noah

      

      

      
        
        Tuesday, 2nd January, 2007.
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        * * *

      

      Spiritual leadership is by divine appointment. God appoints leaders! God appoints leaders! Say: “God appoints leaders!

      “God appoints leaders!”

      The first leaders that God appointed were Adam and Eve.

      Genesis 1:26-30,

      
        
        Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’ Then God said, ‘I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground - everything that has the breath of life in it - I give every green plant for food.’ And it was so.

      

      

      This was the first appointment of a leader by God.  The leader was created with a goal in view --

      
        
        Let us make man in our image, in our likeness (Verse 26a)

      

      

      What for? Leadership is appointed with a goal in view! Leadership is appointed with a goal in view!

      
        
        Let them rule over the fish; let them rule over the birds, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move on the earth (Verse 26b).

      

      

      Leadership is appointed with a goal in view - a goal that the leader must understand very clearly and from which he may never depart. “Let us create man in our image”– for this purpose—for rulership over creation. Then leadership desperately needs the divine blessing - call it divine enabling. God blessed them. Hallelujah!

      God gives the appointed leader the enabling! God never appoints a leader without giving him the enabling! God blessed! God blessed them! God blessed them! God blessed them! O, there is divine enabling! There is divine enabling! There is divine enabling! And for all, and for each one that God appoints to leadership. Leadership is not appointed so that it may function by its own self. Leadership is appointed so that it may function in the power of the divine enabling. God blessed them and God clarified their task.

      
        	“Be fruitful,

        	increase in number,

        	fill the earth,

        	subdue it,

        	rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature.”

      

      It was very clear; very clear. But it doesn’t end there.

      God provides the needs of the leader.

      Genesis 1:29,

      
        
        Then God said, ‘I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.

      

      

      The leader’s food is guaranteed. The leader’s food is guaranteed by God, O, by divine provision. You can’t lead people with a hungry stomach. You can’t have someone with head with bones all over and who stands before people looking like a scarecrow and frightening the people. And if the people allow the leader to starve, they are answerable.

      
        
        I give you every seed-bearing plant.   Every tree that has fruit with seed in it will be your food (Verse 29a).
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