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DEDICATION 

This book is dedicated to every believer 

who has ever felt broken, overlooked, or unworthy. 

To those who have walked through seasons of silence, 

carried hidden scars, and wondered if God’s glory had departed—

May you be reminded that “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted

and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18)

May you know that “We have this treasure in jars of clay

to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”

(2 Corinthians 4:7) 

And may your life testify that though you were pressed, 

you were not destroyed—

that even in the breaking, 

God’s light was shining through you.

This is for you—

still chosen, still loved, 

still shining through the scars. 
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PREFACE 

Life has a way of shattering what we thought was unbreakable. Moments of failure, betrayal, disappointment, and silence can leave even the strongest believer feeling cracked, diminished, or abandoned. In those seasons, it is easy to believe the lie that God has forgotten us, that our calling has ended, or that our worth is defined by our performance rather than His grace. 

I wrote Broken Halo to speak to those very moments—when halos feel cracked, glory seems distant, and hearts are heavy with shame or regret. This book is a journey through breaking, refining, and restoration, designed to help you understand God’s purposes in your brokenness and to walk boldly into the fullness of your restored identity. 

Through scripture, reflection, and personal insight, Broken Halo guides readers to see that: 

•   Brokenness is not rejection, but refinement. 

•   Shame and silence can be transformed into intimacy with God. 

•   Ichabod moments are often precursors to restoration. 

•   God’s choosing and calling remain even when halos crack.

•   Restoration is both possible and purposeful, leading to a broken-yet-glorious life. 

This book is for anyone who has ever felt unseen, inadequate, or unworthy. It is for those who have walked through seasons of trial and wondered if they are still chosen. Most of all, it is a reminder that God’s grace is sufficient, His love is unshakable, and His hand is always at work—even in our brokenness. 

As you read, I encourage you to reflect honestly, pray deeply, and allow God to speak into every crack, every fear, and every hope. May this journey remind you that your halo, though shattered, can shine again—stronger, truer, and more radiant than ever before. 

With faith and love, 

Sylvia Sande 

 

AUTHOR’S NOTE

Why I Wrote This Book 

I did not write Broken Halo as someone who has figured it all out. 

I wrote it as someone who has learned that loving God deeply does not exempt us from breaking—it teaches us how to return when we do. 

Like many believers, I once assumed that spiritual maturity meant having fewer questions, fewer struggles, and fewer cracks. I believed that the closer one walked with God, the more effortless faith would feel. But life, ministry, and obedience taught me otherwise. 

There are seasons when God’s calling is clear, yet His ways feel hidden.

Seasons when obedience costs more than expected. 

Seasons when you are faithful—but wounded. 

Anointed—but tired. 

Still standing—but no longer shining the way people expect you to. 

I have learned that these moments are not signs of abandonment. They are invitations. 

This book was born out of observing believers who love God sincerely, serve faithfully, and yet carry silent wounds—leaders who pour out while bleeding quietly, servants who continue showing up while wondering if they are still seen by heaven. I have met too many Christians who felt disqualified not by sin alone, but by pain, disappointment, or unmet expectations. 

What grieved me most was this: 

Many of them believed their brokenness meant God was finished with them. 

Scripture tells a different story. 

God specializes in restoring what religion often discards. He meets us not in our shine, but in our surrender. He does not withdraw His call because of cracks—He reveals His glory through them. 

Broken Halo is not a defense of failure, nor a dismissal of holiness. It is a call back to grace-centered obedience, honest repentance, and a deeper understanding of God’s redemptive work. It is an invitation to stop pretending and start healing. 

If you are reading this while carrying shame, fatigue, or quiet disappointment, I want you to know this: 

God is not intimidated by your questions, nor disappointed by your scars. He is near to the brokenhearted, and He restores glory in ways far deeper than appearance. 

My prayer is that as you read these pages, you will encounter not condemnation, but compassion; not pressure, but permission—to heal, to return, and to trust God with every fractured place. 

May this book remind you that even when the halo breaks, 

