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      Nature or just heredity had blessed Lester Rolland with average looks. Neither handsome or ugly, he knew he was one of the invisible people who no one notices or remembers.

      He tended toward shyness, so having the looks of someone forgettable wasn’t really a curse. To quote his mother, average looks were a blessing. Lester always silently added, “and a way to keep from being noticed.”

      In general Lester didn’t want to be noticed. Being popular put a person always in the limelight. Being disliked by enough people put a person in the spotlight.

      Lester lived his life by these perceptions, except for one thing that he wanted very much. But getting noticed terrified him.

      His father was a big burly man. The man was tall, six foot four inches. He had broad shoulders, big arms and legs, and a round pot belly that jiggled when he laughed. People either adore him because he was kind or they stayed away from him because his frowns frightened people.

      Although Lester longed to be both tall and round, he was neither. If he stood very tall and straight he could almost reach five foot eight inches. Like his mother, he was slender. He stayed lean no matter what he ate. He tried his best to gain weight, nothing ever came of it. No matter how much cake, ice cream, candy, pasta, and weight gaining drinks he ate or drank, he never gained an ounce.

      All of that was why he had a fat suit made. He glanced at himself in the mirror. He’d had a little trouble getting the belts and their velcro straps to stay in place. But now, they felt tight against his body.

      The fabric or the stuffing inside the suit had a vaguely unpleasant odor. He called the company. Their spokesperson told him to leave the suit in the sun and the odor would dissipate. 

      Yes, the smell was less than it had been. A day or two more in the sun, and he guessed no one would know the difference. 

      He glanced in the mirror again. Tightened the straps holding the fat suit in place. To make sure nothing would come loose, he jumped up and down, shook his bottom, and danced around his bedroom, which was a feat because the room was small. 

      His bedroom was barely big enough for an Ikea twin bed, a nightstand, and a small dresser. There wasn’t wiggle room to spare. The space was not designed for a fat man in a red suit to whirl like a backup dancer for a rapper.

      He stood in front of the mirror and studied his image. The fat suit looked way better than the pillows he’d been using. A round hat box with a blue background and white stars sat on his bed. 

      The lid was tight. He slowly shimmied it up until he could lift it off. Inside was a white curly wig, which he pulled from the box, shook it out, and examined it. He hadn’t worn it for a year so he inspected it carefully. He used a hair brush to do a quick style. Then he wrapped each curl into place.

      Next he examined the white beard and did the same. He liked to make sure the curls of this beard were perfect. After all, there were children expecting Santa to look perfectly put together.

      Playing Santa every year was his secret. No one, not even his best friends, knew he did this. He planned ahead so that every year, he took his vacation during his Santa duties. 

      When he was a kid, young enough to visit Santa Claus, he often got overlooked. Even then he knew it wasn’t anyone’s fault. Kids and adults often overlooked him, or forgot he was there, or simply chose to ignore him.

      His parents always left him in the Santa Claus line and went to do their shopping. One year, like so many others, Santa was packing up to leave when he noticed Lester.

      “My goodness, lad,” he said. “You’ve been waiting for ages.”

      Santa put down the things he’d been gathering up and waved Lester forward. He’d been too shy to sit on the man’s lap. He did stand next to Santa.

      “Ho, ho, ho, laddie, what do you wish for this Christmas?”

      He was so used to not getting to talk to Santa that he panicked realizing he didn’t have a gift in mind.

      “I don’t really know,” Lester said. “I don’t usually get much, so anything would do. Something special.”

      Santa glanced over at his Elf Helper, who had already looked at her watch three times.

      “Lisa, there’s a gift in the bag marked Special. Pull it out and bring it to this lucky lad.”

      Lisa brought the box and placed it in Lester’s outstretched arms. It was big and a little heavy. Lester didn’t care. He had a gift from Santa. His mother fussed over him when she came back. Lisa the Elf assured her that Santa gave him the gift and off he went. Home to beef stew, homemade biscuits, and a shiny present that he kept in his room.

      On Christmas morning well before dawn, he woke up and opened the box. At first he wasn’t sure what the gift was. It was a box of some kind with a microphone and directions. He could play any music, and the machine would learn the music.

      The next step was for Lester to put the earphones on and listen to music and lyrics. All he had to do was to listen once, and he could duplicate the music in his mind and the lyrics with his voice.
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