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Description

The beginning years of the Indiana Territory were eventful years. Moravian and Quaker missionaries made extensive attempts to teach Native Americans in the science of agriculture. In this volume of Indiana's Timeless Tales readers will discover the history of these attempts as well as the history of the fur industry in early Indiana. During this historical time William Clark and Meriwether Lewis began their historic expedition as the Corps of Discovery departed from George Rogers Clark's cabin in Clarksville, Indiana.

Author Note:

The author strives for accuracy, however even he is capable of making mistakes. If the reader sees an error, contact the author and he will make corrections, if possible.
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May 7, 07 1800 - Congress Splits Northwest Territory in Two Territories - First Stage - Indiana Territory
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Congress organized the Northwest Territory by passing the Ordinance of 1787. Six states eventually arose from this huge expanse of land, including Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and a portion of Minnesota. By 1800 the easternmost portion of the region had gained enough population to begin the statehood process. The Act split the western portion of the Northwest Territory off, forming the Indiana Territory in the process. Ohio contained the remnants of the Northwest Territory until it gained statehood on March 1, 1803. 

The Indiana Territory

The capitol of the Indiana Territory would be located at Vincennes. At its inception, the Indiana Territory had only 4 white settlements, Vincennes, along the Wabash, Clarksburg, along the Ohio River and Kaskaskia and Cohokia, along the Mississippi River. The population in the new territory totaled approximately 5641. The Act gave the governor of the territory the power to appoint all local and territorial officials. The governor and three judges appointed by Congress would make all laws for the territory. It extended the right to vote to all white males over the age of 21 that owned at least 50 acres of land.

Back to Table of Contents

May 10, 1800 - Cincinnati Land Office Established

The Act that divided the Northwest Territory from the new Indiana Territory had established a land office at Cincinnati. This office would not open and begin land sales until the following year.

Back to Table of Contents
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May 12, 1800 - William Henry Harrison Appointed Governor Indiana Territory
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President Thomas Jefferson appointed William Henry Harrison to serve as governor of the new territory.

William Henry Harrison (February 9, 1773 – April 4, 1841) 

The youngest son of Benjamin Harrison V and Elizabeth Bassett, William Henry Harrison was a native of Charles City County, Virginia. As he was the youngest son, his chances of inheriting the family's Berkeley Plantation were small. His father was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and governor of Virginia. William attended Presbyterian Hampden–Sydney College until 1790, when his father removed him to escape the influence of anti-slavery Quakers. He moved him to Philadelphia to the University of Pennsylvania to study medicine while boarding with Robert Morris. His father died in 1791, leaving Harrison without the funds he needed to continue his schooling. His father's friend, Governor Henry Lee of Virginia persuaded William to enter the military, which he did. He enlisted, and gained his commission as ensign on August 16, 1791. His first assignment to Fort Washington, near Cincinnati, which was in the Northwest Territory and at the forefront of the Indian Wars. 

At Fort Washington

Harrison arrived at Fort Washington sometime during St. Clair's disastrous campaign in early November 1791. During the early stages of General James Wilkinson's temporary command of Fort Washington in St. Clair's absence, Harrison had accompanied him on his expedition to the battleground in January, 1792. General Wilkinson next decided that another garrison was necessary in the chain of forts that St. Clair had established, so he had another one constructed, which he called Fort. St. Clair. This fort was near Eaton, Ohio, almost due north of Cincinnati and west of Dayton, near the Indiana/Ohio state line. Harrison served as commander of the guard every other night and gradually gained the favor of General Wilkinson. 

Military Policeman

An incident in the growing city of Cincinnati proved providential for Harrison's future military career. Wilkinson had given permission for the soldiers to visit town during their off hours as long as they secured their commanding officer's permission. Soon incidents involving drunken soldiers drew complaints from the town's residents. The general issued orders stating that any soldier observed acting drunk and disorderly would be punished immediately with fifty lashes. Wilkinson sent squads of military police officers to enforce this edict and Harrison, as a junior officer, received assignment to this duty. He discovered two men from the fort that were drunk, so Harrison had their shirts stripped and then had them whipped. All through the incident the man and his companion protested that they were civilian contractors to the army and not soldiers. Harrison paid no attention to their protests and proceeded with the punishment. The enraged men filed charges against Harrison, leading Wilkinson to search for a reason to get Harrison out of town. Wilkinson wanted to send his wife and three sons back east to attend school and used the occasion to get Harrison out of Cincinnati by sending him as an escort with his family. He was to take them as far as Philadelphia and then return. The expedition consisted of two large, armed boats and two canoes. The flotilla arrived at Marietta, at the mouth of the Muskingum River, on June 27, 1792, stopping briefly before proceeding up the river to Fort Pitt.

Snared by General Wayne

Harrison reached Pittsburg and reported to the new commander in chief of the army, General Anthony Wayne. Wayne procured horses for Wilkinson's family and dispatched Harrison to continue his escort service of the family to Philadelphia, which he did. After his return to Fort Pitt, Wayne did not send Harrison back to Fort Washington. He liked Harrison and kept him at Fort Pitt to help train his army. His later service to Wayne led him to promote him to lieutenant, which he made retroactive to June 2, 1792. 

Promotion, Inheritance and Marriage 

Under the command of General "Mad Anthony" Wayne, Harrison's strict attention to discipline gained him promotion to lieutenant and then to Wayne's aide-de-camp. During Wayne's campaigns, Harrison learned how to command an army, a lesson that later served him well. He took part in Wayne's successful Battle of Fallen Timbers and became one of the signers of the Treaty of Greenville. He inherited a portion of the family estate, including several slaves, at his mother's death in 1793. Harrison, still in the army, sold his land and slaves to his brother. By 1795 Harrison had fallen in love with Anna Tuthill Symmes, the daughter of John Cleves Symmes, a prominent judge and lawmaker in the Northwest Territory. The judge refused Harrison’s request to marry his daughter, so the couple eloped when the judge left town. The judge took many years to accept the union that produced ten children. 

Northwest Territory

He left the army in 1798 and received appointment as Secretary of the Northwest Territory. Arthur St. Clair was the governor. William Henry Harrison stood in for St. Clair during times St. Clair was absent. Harrison gained election to the United States Congress as a non-voting delegate in 1798. His status allowed him to introduce legislation, but not vote on it. At the beginning of his term, land was expensive to purchase in the Northwest Territory and had to be purchased in large lots. He helped pass the Harrison Land Act that lowered land prices and allowed smaller tract sales. He also served on the committee that oversaw the division of the Ohio Territory and the Indiana Territory in 1800. 

Governor of the Indiana Territory

President John Adams nominated Harrison to serve as governor of the new Indiana Territory and as the Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Harrison had not been informed of the fact until after Congress approved him the day after Adams nominated him. Harrison accepted the post. He would receive 1000 acres of land as part of his compensation for taking the post. 

Back to Table of Contents
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May 13, 1800 - John Gibson Appointed Secretary Indiana Territory
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On the same day that William Henry Harrison received appointment as governor of the Indiana Territory, John Gibson was appointed Secretary of the new Territory. 

John Gibson (May 23, 1740 – April 10, 1822)

Native to Lancaster, Pennsylvania John was the son of George and Elizabeth de Vinez Gibson. Historians know little of his childhood, only that he served in several political positions and worked as a merchant. He served in the Forbes Expedition during the French and Indian War that finally occupied Fort Duquesne in 1758 when the French abandoned it. 

Settled at Pittsburg

After the French and Indian War, Gibson settled in Pittsburg and became a fur trader. During one trading expedition during Pontiac's uprising in 1763 he was captured by natives. During his captivity he was threatened with death and was saved during an incident similar to John Smith's experience with Pocahontas. He remained among the natives using the name "Horse-head" for some time. During this time he learned to speak many of the native dialects, a skill he would later employ as Secretary of the Indiana Territory.

Revolutionary War

He served admirably during the Revolutionary War, rising from regiment commander to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the Continental Army. He attained the command of Fort Pitt, the former Fort Duquesne that he had occupied during the French and Indian War. While at Fort Pitt he lent aid to George Rogers Clark's thrust into the Wabash River area in what would become Indiana. 

After the War

Gibson remained in Pittsburg after the war, working as a trader. He became a judge of the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas. He supported the Federal Government during the Whiskey Rebellion that took place from 1791 - 1794. He also served as a major general of the Pennsylvania militia.

Secretary of Indiana Territory

President Adams appointed Gibson as Secretary of the Indiana Territory on May 13, 1800. 

Move to Vincennes

Gibson moved to Vincennes in July 1800 to serve as acting governor until Governor William Henry Harrison arrived in January 1801. During this first tenure, Gibson organized the first census of the territory. This year long process revealed a population of around 5000 people in 1802. When Harrison arrived Gibson occupied several territorial offices. His knowledge of several native languages made him an invaluable asset to Harrison during the many treaties concluded with the natives during that period. When Harrison departed on military campaigns during the War of 1812, Gibson again served as acting governor. His last official act was overseeing the move of the Territorial Capital from Vincennes to Corydon. Upon completion of his term, Gibson, at seventy-two years old, retired to Braddock's Field near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where he died. 

Back to Table of Contents
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July 4, 1800 - Indiana Territory Organized, Separated From Northwest Territory
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The law passed by Congress splitting the Indiana Territory from the Northwest Territory set the official date of separation as July 4, 1800. Thus, on July 4, 1800 the Indiana Territory commenced the First Stage of Territorial government. 

October 24, 1768 - "Indiana Grant" in Virginia - Origin of the Name Indiana

A group of land speculators attempted to form a new, fourteenth colony, in the region south of the Ohio River in 1768. This group, which became the "Indiana Land Company," used the name "Indiana" for the first time in the historical record. 

Attempts to Settle the Area

The American colonists tried several times to expand westward in the years before the Revolutionary War. The first attempt occurred in the area where the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers joined to form the Ohio River in the current location of Pittsburg. Hostilities between the native tribes and the French before the French and Indian War as well as the later conflict which became known as Pontiac's Rebellion, stifled this effort. Following the French and Indian War King George III issued the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which forbade settlement in the regions west of a line drawn through the Appalachian Mountains. This proclamation further stymied colonial attempts to settle the west. Numerous incursions into the area created tensions with the native tribes, sparking the outbreak of Pontiac's Rebellion in 1763. The British Crown attempted to settle border unrest when they negotiated the Treaty of Fort Stanwix on October 24, 1768. This treaty forced the Amerindian tribes to compensate the colonists for properties lost during the previous wars by compelling the tribes to cede a grant of land in the area that now encompasses eastern Kentucky and West Virginia. This grant became known as the Indiana Land Grant.

Failed Attempt

The Indiana Land Company pursued the Crown to have the new colony approved that they would call Vandalia. Virginia and Pennsylvania claimed the lands in the region and conflicts with the native tribes that lived in the region delayed colonization and approval. The outbreak of the Revolutionary War caused the effort to fail. No agreement would occur until after the Revolutionary War when the Congress established the Northwest Territory on July 13, 1787. 

Back to Table of Contents
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Indian Tribes In The New Territory
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The Delaware

The Delaware tribe's name derives from Delaware Bay on the Atlantic Coast. The bay was named for Thomas West, Lord de la Warr, who served as the first governor of the Virginia Company. During these years of early European settlement, the Delaware had three clans, each with its own dialect of the language. These clans were the Unami (Turtle), Unalachtgo (Turkey) and Minsi (Wolf). The animal names represented the protective totem for the tribe. The various Indian wars gradually drove the Delaware from their homes in Pennsylvania to Ohio. The Northwest Indian Wars forced them from Ohio, and by terms of the Treaty of Greenville in 1795 the tribe moved into east central Indiana. They occupied the area that is now Anderson, Indiana around 1798. 

Continued Conflict

The Indiana Territory was no haven for the tribe. The Shawnee chief Tecumseh began his movement during the early years of the Nineteenth Century. He visited tribes all over Indiana and into the American Southeast in his drive to formed a great confederacy to drive the whites out. The Delaware refused to join this confederacy. William Henry Harrison defeated the forces of Tecumseh at the Battle of Tippecanoe on November 7, 1811, greatly weakening the confederacy. The collapse wrought disaster on the remaining tribes. The Delaware vacated their town on the White River in 1811 for Piqua, Ohio.. Americans burned their main village along the White River in 1813. The tribe returned in 1813 to rebuild the burned town. However, the whites encroached on the area, bring alcohol with them. The Delaware, with no hunting or farming lands to acquire food, lived in abject poverty and starvation. Alcohol became a major affliction. 

Moving the Tribes

James Monroe became president in 1817 and initiated a policy of moving the Indian tribes out of the East and relocating them west of the Mississippi River. To complete this policy, several treaties would have to be signed between the various tribes. Negotiations began between the Potawatomi, Delaware, Miami, Wea and other tribes. Jonathan Jennings, Lewis Cass, and Benjamin Parke acting as representatives of the United States signed a treaty with the Delaware nation on October 3, 1818. Chief William Anderson, representing the Delaware, signed the treaty on October 3, agreeing to move the tribe out of Indiana to lands west of the Mississippi River within three years. The United States Government agreed to give the Delaware the horses and boats to move out of the state. The treaty also granted the tribe a flat payment of $13,312.20 as well as annual payments of $4000 in silver. The Delaware thus ceded almost six million acres of land.

Refuge

The move brought the tribe to southwest Missouri.

Still, the tribe did not find a home, as they had to move several more times. 

For more information on the Delaware Tribe, contact:

Delaware Tribal Offices

Oklahoma Headquarters

5100 Tuxedo Blvd

Bartlesville, OK 74006

Main Phone 918-337-6590

http://delawaretribe.org

Kickapoos in Indiana

The name "Kickapoo" derives from the Shawnee word for "wanderer." The tribe migrated frequently, lending the name. The Kickapoo, and the closely associated tribe, Mascoutens, originated during historic times from their homeland in northwestern Ohio and southern Michigan to the prairie region in northwestern Indiana and northeastern Illinois sometime in the 1730's and 1740's. Villages also appeared along the Wabash River. By 1819 the Kickapoo and Mascoutah tribes had merged, with the Mascouten name disappearing from history. In that year, the tribe ceded its land to the United States and began leaving the region, settling in Missouri. 

Kickapoo Lifestyle

The Kickapoo lived in wickiups, which are oval shaped structured constructed with wooden poles and covered with bark or buffalo hides. The bark or hides were held in place with rope or strips of bark. The Kickapoo were plains Indians and their diet consisted mainly of bison. However, the women did farm and raised maize, squash and beans. The men hunted bison and small game like rabbits and squirrel. The food they ate largely depended upon where they lived and what was available. Since the tribe migrated extensively, their food and style of dress varied widely.

Miami Indian Tribe in Indiana

The Miami use the name Mihtohseeniaki (the people) to refer to their tribe. They contend the name Miami is an outside name used by others to describe them. This name seems to derive from the word Myaamia, which means "downstream people. The tribe speaks a form of Algonquian, which makes the tribe akin to the Delaware, Illiniwek, Kickapoo, Menominee, Shawnee, Sauk, Potawatomi and Fox tribes.

Beaver War

Historians think the original home of the Miami tribe was in the Wisconsin area. The Iroquois appear to have driven them southwards during the Beaver Wars with the Iroquois in the Seventeenth Century. This war was fueled by Dutch and English desire for furs, which were abundant in the northern regions. The tribes of the Iroquois League initiated a series of wars to expand their territory into the Great Lakes area in the Seventeenth Century. The wars displaced many tribes, including elements of the Shawnee, the Huron, Odawa, Ojibwe, Mississaugas, Potawatomi, and the Miami. The forced migration left Michigan's Lower Peninsula and parts of the Ohio country almost depopulated of native tribes.

The Miami Relocate

The tribe settled in the Wabash River region in current western Ohio and northeastern Indiana. During historic times, the tribe migrated to the area now encompassed by northern Indiana, western Ohio and southern Michigan. French missionaries visiting the Lake Michigan area were the first Europeans to encounter the tribe. By the late 1600, the tribe constituted the largest tribal group in what would become Indiana. The tribe was composed of six main bands, the Atchatchakangouen (Crane band or Miamis), Wea, Piankashaw, Kilatika, Mengakonkia and Pepikokia. The French explorers noted the similarities in language and customs of these tribes as they moved into the area in the 1670's. The tribe occupied an area in northern Indiana that centered on the region from the St. Joseph River around current South Bend, south to the Wabash River area around Lafayette. The tribe also had villages all along the upper Wabash River and into the current Fort Wayne area. 

Cycle of Life

During the summer months, the people lived in villages where they grew miincipi (corn), beans, and squash, as well as other vegetables and herbs. During the late summer and early fall they harvested, dried and processed these crops for storage to eat during the winter. The women did most of the farming work, aided at times by the men. The men spent the greater part of their time hunting. They also took squirrels, rabbits and other small game for food. During late fall and early winter the villagers broke up into small bands to establish hunting camps near or in their hunting grounds. The men spent their time hunting moohswa (White Tailed Deer), lenaswa (Bison) and mihšiiwia (Eastern Elk). They used the meat for food and the furs for clothing and to trade. Winter was the preferred time to gather fur, as during winter the animal's fur was thicker than during the summer months. They spent the winter hunting the animals, smoking the meat and tanning the hides. In the early spring the men remained in camp, however the women took the children and moved into sugar maple groves to tap the trees and process the sap into syrup and sugar. They would then eat or trade this sugar. As warm weather approached, the people once again moved into the villages to plant their fields. 

Tribal Lifestyle

The Miami largely lived in oval huts constructed from woven reeds called wigwams. Each village would also have a large log council house. The men and women both wore leggings. The men wore breechclouts while the women wore skirts. The upper body was uncovered, except during winter when both sexes wore shirts during cold weather. They made leather moccasins on their feet. They spoke using the Miami-Illinois language. Men were the hunters and warriors, the women farmers and had responsibility for childcare. Women typically braided their hair or wore it in a bun. Men did not wear headdresses. Typically, they wore a beaded headband with a couple of feathers stuck in the back. Usually, the men shaved their head Mohawk style. They used dugout canoes made from a single log to travel over water and used dogs to help move goods overland. Men only could serve as chiefs. A village chief presided over community affairs. The warriors chose a war chief to lead them into battle or on hunting expeditions. 

Indiana Presence

The tribe was largely removed from Indiana during the early to mid Nineteenth Century. The Miami still maintain a presence in Indiana, though they are not a federally recognized tribe in the state. For more information contact:

Miami Nation of Indians of the State of Indiana

P.O. Box 41

80 W 6th Street

Peru, Indiana 46970

miamiindians@sbcglobal.net

(765) 473 - 9631

http://www.miamiindians.org/

Wea Tribe

Visitors to Terre Haute, Indiana will find this historic marker at the corner of Oak and First Street that notes the historic home of the Wea tribe. 

Title of Marker:

Wea Tribe at Terre Haute

Location:

Fairbanks Park, First & Oak Streets, Terre Haute. (Vigo County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Installed: 2004 Indiana Historical Bureau and Native American Foundation of Western Indiana

Marker ID #: 

84.2004.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

This bountiful area on the Wabash River was occupied early by American Indians. French and later Americans recognized this strategic area called terre haute (high land). At least one Wea village was present in area by late 1700s. Wea Chief Jacco Godfroy and others ceded these lands to U.S. in 1809. Town of Terre Haute platted by Americans 1816.

Side two:

Before leaving for 1824 meeting with U.S. agents, Chief Jacco and others ran a notice in the Terre Haute newspaper, which said they were leaving their "wives and children in the white settlement and . . . solicit the white people not to mal-treat them." Most Wea were forced to move from Indiana. Descendants of Chief Jacco still live in Indiana.

Brief History

Jesuit missionary Claude-Jean Allouez records the first mention of the Wea tribe during one of his journeys into the Upper Fox River region in current Michigan. On a later visit he found bands of Wea living on the St. Joseph River and also on the Kankakee and Chicago Rivers. By 1685 French explorers identified six bands of the tribe. By 1763 the tribe had villages along the Wabash River and Vermillion Rivers in current West Central Indiana. French explorers found them living in this area, which they called "terra haute," (high ground). By 1806 the Wea occupied the lands from Vincennes to the Vermilion River, with the area around Terra Haute as their main village. The Wea ceded all of their lands to the United States at the Treaty of St. Mary's in 1818. After this treaty, most of the Wea left the state. 

For more information about the history of the Wea, visit this link.

http://www.weaindiantribe.com/History.html

Munsee Delaware (Minsi, Muncey, Minisink)

Considered by many to be part of the Lenape, or Delaware tribe, the Munsee tribe had such a distinctly different dialect that many linguists consider them a different tribe. The tribe originally lived in southern New York, northeastern New Jersey, and southeastern Connecticut. Sometime around 1740 the Munsee were forced to leave these lands and the diaspora of the Munsee began. Some members of the tribe settled onto a reservation created for them near Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Others migrated to a region along the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania on lands granted to them by the Iroquois. Many members of the Stockbridge tribe became Christianized and adopted European ways. In spite of this, most of this tribe were again forced from their lands and they migrated into Canada. The branch that lived along the Susquehanna River moved to regions around the Allegheny River. During the years of the American Revolution some moved onto lands north of the Ohio River. After the Revolution they took part in the Northwest Indian War. After the Treaty of Greenville, many of the Munsee moved onto lands along the White River in current Indiana to live among some Delaware tribes already living there. During these years the Munsee tribe mostly disappeared from existence, except for a small band still living near Stockbridge, Massachusetts and another in Ontario. Small pockets still exist in other areas, however they are no longer a recognized tribe by the United States Government. 
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