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Chapter1

~Kate~

Ten years is a long time and people change. Life changes. Heck let’s be honest, if you expected things to be the same as they were ten years ago, you my friend would be sorely mistaken. I was not blind to the fact that it has been 10 years since I lived in my hometown, but now, here I am moving back home.  Have I been home during these past 10 years? Of course, but during college breaks, I would come home and work. Unlike many other college students though, after graduation, I did not move home. I went on to pursue my master’s degree and get a job in another state.

Now, here I am moving back to my hometown and into my childhood house that I grew up in after landing a job that I could not pass up. When I say life changes, it sure does. My parents had passed away five years ago and left me my childhood home that I had been renting out since.  With this move, I had a place to stay where I did not have to pay a mortgage or rent. Thanks, mom and dad!

The other big thing was seeing my best friend who I had been inseparable with growing up and all through high school. Sure, I had had a crush on him, but nothing ever happened between us. It was a shame since that crush never really went away that I had for him. You would have thought that going to college 4 hours away would have helped curb these feelings for Jacob, but it never did even as hard as I tried. I guess staying in touch with him all this time has a way of keeping one foot in the past. 

Jacob had attended college locally and got a degree in Exercise Science. He was a personal trainer and owned his gym as well. My heart fluttered at the thought of seeing Jacob again. I think I was nervous to see him. I knew seeing him was unavoidable, but at least he was working so I didn’t have to worry about him as I pulled into my driveway. 

Boy was I wrong. Sitting on the top of his Jeep in my driveway was Jacob. I was shocked to see him, yet a part of me was excited.

“Jacob!” I exclaimed in what ended up a whisper. 

Smiling back at me he said, “Hey there gorgeous.”

“What are you doing here? Aren’t you supposed to be working?” 

“Nope, one of the perks to being your boss.  I took the day off and being the betting man I am, opted for a time when I thought you might be arriving.”

I just shook my head.  “You’re crazy you know that. You could have told me what you were planning so that I could have had a key waiting for you.”

“Nah it is more fun this way,” he said as he stepped closer to me and pulled me into a hug. “God, I missed you.”.
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