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​Chapter One: Karl Marx — Architect of Revolutionary Thought

Karl Marx (1818–1883) remains one of the most influential thinkers in modern history. His theories on capitalism, class struggle, and historical development have shaped disciplines from economics to sociology, and inspired revolutions, political movements, and intellectual debates across the globe. This chapter explores Marx’s biography, core ideas, major works, and enduring legacy.
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​Early Life and Intellectual Formation

Born in Trier, Prussia, Marx was the son of Heinrich Marx, a lawyer, and Henriette Pressburg. Though his family converted to Christianity, they were of Jewish descent—a fact that shaped Marx’s awareness of social exclusion and identity. He studied law at the University of Bonn and later philosophy at the University of Berlin, where he was influenced by the Young Hegelians, a group of radical thinkers who challenged religious and political orthodoxy.

Marx’s doctoral thesis, The Difference Between the Democritean and Epicurean Philosophy of Nature (1841), revealed his early interest in materialist philosophy. However, it was his encounter with Friedrich Engels in Paris in 1844 that catalyzed his transformation into a revolutionary theorist. Engels introduced Marx to the plight of the working class and the economic realities of industrial capitalism, leading to their lifelong collaboration.

​Historical Materialism: A New Lens on History

At the heart of Marx’s thought is historical materialism, the idea that material conditions—especially economic production—drive historical change. Marx argued that societies evolve through stages: primitive communism, slavery, feudalism, capitalism, socialism, and ultimately communism. Each stage is marked by a dominant mode of production and a corresponding class structure.

In capitalism, the bourgeoisie (owners of the means of production) exploit the proletariat (workers), who sell their labor for wages. This exploitation creates class conflict, which Marx believed would eventually lead to revolution and the establishment of a classless society.

​Alienation and Exploitation

Marx’s critique of capitalism centers on the concept of alienation. In capitalist societies, workers are alienated from:

●  The products they create (which belong to the capitalist)

●  The process of production (which is controlled by others)

●  Their own humanity (reduced to labor power)

●  Other workers (due to competition)

This alienation is compounded by exploitation, where capitalists extract surplus value—the difference between what workers are paid and the value of what they produce. Marx saw this as the engine of capitalist profit and the root of inequality.

​Major Works: Manifesto and Kapital
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