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764 and the New Predators: How Violent Online Cults, AI Chatbots, and Digital Groomers Target Teens
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For the ones who will never come home from their bedrooms.

“I told my mum I was just going to finish one more Discord call. She kissed my forehead and said goodnight. That was the last time anyone saw me alive who wasn’t on a watch party.”

Anonymous survivor testimony, coronial inquest, Queensland, 2025

To every parent still believing “it can’t happen in our house”:

It already has. Close the door. Take the phone. Save the child still breathing on the other side of it.

This book is for the living. May there be more of them tomorrow.
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Part I: Inside the 764 Ecosystem and Its Offshoots
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Chapter 1

764 – The Network the FBI Calls “Modern-Day Terrorism”

In February 2025, the FBI issued a rare public bulletin that read like something from a horror film rather than a law-enforcement advisory:

“764 is a violent online extremist group that targets children and teenagers... Members and associates engage in extreme acts of violence, including suicide, self-harm, and the sexual exploitation of children... The FBI assesses 764 to be a nihilistic violent extremist (NVE) network that constitutes a form of modern-day terrorism.”

That single sentence marked the moment when a once-obscure Discord subculture crossed the threshold from “disturbed teens” to a designated domestic-terrorism threat.

The Founder: Brad, a.k.a. “Angel,” “Pxtseryu,” and “God”

The story begins with a single teenager in Texas.

In the summer of 2021, an 18-year-old named Bradley Cadenhead, online handles “Angel,” “Pxtseryu,” and later simply “God”, created a private Discord server called 764. What started as a small circle of edgy, self-loathing adolescents trading gore and shock images quickly mutated into something far darker.

Bradley was charismatic in the way only deeply damaged people can be. Court documents and survivor interviews describe a boy who had endured years of physical and sexual abuse, who had attempted suicide multiple times, and who now channeled his pain into absolute control over others. He presented himself as a messianic figure who could “save” broken kids by first breaking them completely.

By late 2021 he had codified a belief system: the world was irredeemably evil; empathy was weakness; the only authentic act left was total destruction, of the self and of others. He called it “nihilism,” but it functioned like a death cult with Discord roles instead of robes.

The Structure: Courts, Ranks, Oaths, and Blood Debts

764 was never a loose collection of trolls. It was deliberately hierarchical and ritualistic.


	
The Courts The network was divided into named “courts” (Court of the Lying Worm, Court of the Deep Trench, Court of the Fallen Angel, etc.). Each court had its own aesthetic, flag emojis, and escalating brutality requirements.


	
Ranks New recruits started as “slaves” or “worms.” Advancement required proof, videos of cutting the group’s numeric symbol (764) into skin, killing pets, producing child sexual abuse material (CSAM), or performing “tasks” on camera for senior members.


	
The Oath Every member swore a blood oath, usually recorded on video while cutting themselves: “I pledge my soul, my body, and my life to 764 and to Angel. I will obey every command without hesitation. If I betray the court, may I suffer and die.”


	
Watch Parties The most infamous ritual. Dozens of members would pile into a voice channel to watch, in real time, as a victim was forced to self-harm, mutilate animals, attempt suicide, or sexually assault younger siblings, all while the chat exploded with laughing emojis and countdown timers. These sessions were recorded and traded as status symbols.




Rapid Growth: 2021–2025


	
2021: A few dozen members, mostly American teens who found the server through gore or self-harm Discords.


	
2022: Leak of high-profile videos, including a 12-year-old boy in Australia forced to carve “764” into his chest, drew hundreds of new recruits. Spin-off servers appeared: 676, 621, 888, CVLT, Harm Nation, Starving Butterflies, Leaking Scars.


	
2023: The network went semi-public. TikTok and Instagram “aesthetic” accounts glorified the symbols and cuts. Recruitment moved to Roblox, VRChat, and Snapchat. Estimated active membership: 2,000–3,000 worldwide.


	
2024: First wave of arrests. Bradley Cadenhead was detained in Texas on child-pornography and exploitation charges. Rather than collapse, the group splintered and radicalized further. New leaders declared “Angel is dead; long live the idea.”


	
2025: FBI confirms more than 250 active investigations directly linked to 764 and its offshoots. Victims identified in the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, Sweden, Brazil, and South Korea. Known body count: at least six confirmed suicides, dozens of serious self-harm cases requiring hospitalization, and hundreds of documented cases of child-on-child sexual abuse orchestrated by the group.




The Offshoots and the Ecosystem

764 never truly died with Bradley’s arrest; it metastasized.


	
621 – Focused on extreme anorexia and starvation “competitions.”


	
676 – Specialized in animal torture and necrophilia.


	
CVLT – More overtly Satanic branding, but identical tactics.


	
Harm Nation – The largest successor, claiming over 4,000 members in early 2025.




These groups copy-paste the same playbook: find a lonely 11- to 15-year-old, usually with depression, autism, or LGBTQ+ identity, shower them with attention, isolate them from family and friends, sexually exploit them, then blackmail them into recruiting others or performing increasingly horrific acts.

The FBI’s 2025 bulletin concluded with a chilling assessment:

“764 and its affiliates represent a new paradigm of decentralized, leaderless, online-enabled terrorism whose victims are primarily children and whose perpetrators are also frequently children. Traditional law-enforcement models are struggling to keep pace.”

By the time most parents or teachers hear the numbers 764, 676, or CVLT, a child has already sworn a blood oath in a private server they will never confess exists.

This is no longer just “concerning online behavior.” This is the first entirely digital cult that measures devotion in blood, bytes, and broken childhoods.

And it is still growing.

Chapter 2

From Discord to Real-World Harm: The 764 Playbook

The 764 network does not recruit with manifestos or public invitations. It hunts the way a spider hunts: by spinning invisible threads across the platforms where lonely children already spend their lives. What follows is the exact, repeatable sequence that FBI victim specialists, Australian Federal Police, and survivors have mapped out in excruciating detail. Every stage is deliberate, and every stage is documented in thousands of seized chat logs.

Stage 1: The Bait – Gaming and “Safe” Platforms (1–14 days)

The hunters never start on Discord. They start where parents feel safest.


	Roblox, VRChat, Rec Room, Fortnite, Minecraft realms

	Target profile: 10–15 years old, usually autistic, trans, depressed, bullied, or questioning. They look for bios with phrases like “no friends irl,” “13 but mature,” razor-blade emojis, or pride flags.

	Approach: A slightly older teen (15–19) with an anime pfp and a soft, sympathetic voice joins the same game. They compliment the target’s skin, laugh at their jokes, say “you’re actually fun to talk to, most people here are fake.”

	Within hours they move the conversation to Discord or Snapchat with the classic line: “My mom checks Roblox messages, add me here.”
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