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			1990

		

		
			Two Evil Eyes

		

		
			Two stories of twisted romance by Edgar Allan Poe are presented.

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Two Evil Eyes is composed of two relatively short segments inspired by Edgar Allan Poe’s work. One is called The Facts in the Case of Mr. Valdemar and the other The Black Cat. The two stories were previously adapted many times, namely in the 1962 horror anthology film Tales of Terror. You’d think that, at an hour each, these simple stories would resort to filler and they don’t.

			George A. Romero is the mastermind behind the first segment in which a woman plots her husband’s death with her secret lover. Dario Argento handles the second segment; the story of a photographer who tortures a black cat and gets bad karma in return. Both stories are twisted romances. Both stories have a supernatural element to them and a surreal ambiance.

			The actors give decent performances. The writing is slightly poetic and the directing is limited to a few players and sets. We haven’t seen this kind of format in horror anthologies much until now and the result is rather refreshing. This is first and foremost a celebration of Edgar Allan Poe’s talent by two prolific contemporary masters of horror.
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			2013

		

		
			Extraordinary Tales

		

		
			A crow listens to five tales told by origami statues.
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			If Poe could only witness, today, the extent of his legacy! He inspired so many students and amateur filmmakers who had to start somewhere and just needed a good story that they couldn’t or didn’t have the time to write. Extraordinary Tales is an animated horror anthology film. Being fully computer-generated, it can afford the lavishness that few Poe adaptations could.

			The crew we owe this little gem to is relatively small, but oh so talented. 3D animation can break boundaries, but it’s still a tremendous amount of work. Each of the five segments, plus the wraparound story, have a specific artistic render perfectly mastered. All segments come with a limited set of competently modeled, rigged, and textured characters, and with their own tragic score.

			Drawn like a caricature and told by Christopher Lee, story 1 is about a crumbling family. Narrated by Bela Lugosi, story 2 is a black ink cel-shaded tale about an impulsive murderer. Story 3 is about an old man hypnotized in death with a 1950s comic book look, read by Julian Sands. Story 4 is a torture story narrated by Guillermo del Toro. Roger Corman voices Story 5, a fable about Death itself.
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			2016

		

		
			The Tell-Tale Heart

		

		
			A veteran develops an obsession for the man that shelters him.
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			The Edgar Allan Poe short story this is based on requires very little means: a large Victorian house, a handful of actors, yet the creators went above and beyond. Most of the dialogue and narration are taken directly from the source material. Every ten minutes or so, we’re eased into a new section of the film by smooth composited transitions and a mix of pictures and painting.

			The dialogue isn’t exactly accessible. It contrasts with everything else. The cast didn’t strike me as poetic, but, like all aspects of this film, their performances grew on me. Patrick John Flueger plays an ex-soldier with baggage, Peter Bogdanovich, a hospitable old man, and Rose McGowan, Ariel, the love interest. Ariel is exclusive to this rendition of the tale. She’s the romantic angle.

			There are subtle elements in this film that will gain value on subsequent viewing, or if you’ve seen other adaptations of the Tell-Tale Heart, like that metronome, the booze, the pills, the potential gaslighting, or the whole military backstory. This is a simple tale that’s not easily consumed. Let it seduce you and tame it; it’ll swallow you whole like it did so many generations of horror fans.
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			1991

		

		
			The Pit and the Pendulum

		

		
			In 1492 Toledo, Spain, a monk instigates torture and execution.
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			This is one of the best-accomplished films by Full Moon Entertainment and it completely diverges from the stuff they would go on to be known for. For one thing, The Pit and the Pendulum is an adaptation of a short story by Edgar Allan Poe. The second thing worth noting is that Stuart Gordon is directing. The man can do no wrong. Lance Henriksen and Jeffrey Combs play significant roles.

			The Pit and the Pendulum celebrates 15th Century torture like there’s no tomorrow. It’s torture porn before the term was coined, with just enough build-up and dialogue to avoid becoming a splatterfest. In a way, it fetishizes torture, but it never really embraces its kinky potential. It’s just not that movie. It’s romantic, well-written, but it leaves you wanting more.

			You have to go into this for the style and the ambiance, and not for substance. Not much happens here, aside from bringing sexy back into torture. It’s not a great period film. It’s claustrophobic since most of the story takes place in a dungeon. This is as elegant as torture gets. It goes by so fast you won’t know what hit you. This narrative crescendo is a big setup for a grandiose ending.
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			1962

		

		
			Tales of Terror

		

		
			A man presents three stories of shock and horror.
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			Tales of Terror is a neat horror anthology film with each segment introduced via voice-over narration by Vincent Price, who also appears in all three. All stories are period pieces and all are of theatrical acting style. The casts are limited in size and the sets are gorgeous but equally restricted. This is a dialogue-driven compilation of dark tales.

			Classy, classic, cruel, comedic; Tales of Terror has Vincent Price drinking alcohol in all three stories and spelling out every plot detail. One of the film’s best features is its photography. It is precise, always colorful, shiny, and textured. The set design is uncanny. Some of the special effects are particularly well integrated but some fail to impress.

			Segment one is about a woman who visits her estranged father and stirs up old memories. Segment two, the comedic one, is about a vengeful cuckolded man who entombs his wife and her lover in his basement. Segment three tells the story of a hypnotist extending a man’s passing. All three tales are equally interesting, written and executed brilliantly.
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			1971

		

		
			Murders in the Rue Morgue

		

		
			An inspector investigates a series of unexplained murders at a Paris theatre.

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			The opening scene will stun you if you expect a sequel or a remake of the previous films in the Rue Morgue franchise. 1971’s Murders in the Rue Morgue is closer to Phantom of the Opera than it is to any of its predecessors. There’s a meta angle, here, way before filmmakers even used that term to describe stories within stories. In this case, we have a play nested inside a movie.



OEBPS/image/HeaderImage_002.jpg





OEBPS/image/1.jpg
INTRODUCTION

‘THIS BOOK CONTAINS THE SYNOPSES, RATINGS, AND
REVIEWS OF 52 DARK FILWS INSPIRED BY THE STORIES
OF EDGAR ALLAN POE AND GAMIFIED BY HORROR CRITIC
STEVE HUTCHISON.

"THE FILMS ARE RANKED. MOST ARE SHORT FILWS AND
MOST SHOULD BE SEEN. THEY RE SINISTER BITE-SIZE
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