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Part One: The Boy Who Froze
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In the living room of a cramped two-bedroom apartment, in a rundown neighborhood of a large Canadian city, Ignacio Fuentes sits in his favorite chair and tells his two boys, Cristobal, eleven, and Alonso, seven, about the day he became a hero.

The apartment is small enough that everyone can hear everything. The radiator knocks in the corner. Antonella washes dishes in the kitchen while pretending not to listen. Outside, police sirens pass now and then, fading into the night.

Ignacio lowers his voice as he tells the story. That is part of what makes Alonso lean in closer.

It happened fifteen years earlier, in the small village where Ignacio was born. A death squad, acting under orders from a newly installed dictatorship, stormed the village to crush anyone suspected of helping political dissidents. Ignacio tells the boys that eight armed men entered the village that day. He tells them he killed every one of them. He tells them he saved dozens of lives.

Cristobal listens with a half-smile, old enough to wonder how much of the story is real, but still young enough to enjoy hearing it.

Alonso believes every word.

To him, his father is not just a man who takes the bus to work and comes home tired. He is a legend hiding inside a regular life.

A few days later, Alonso sits at the back of his classroom with his best friend, Karl. Their teacher writes on the chalkboard while the boys giggle and shoot elastic bands at each other.

After school, Karl runs ahead on the walk home. Alonso chases after him, laughing. When he turns the corner, his laughter dies.
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