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"You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye." — Matthew 7:5
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Dedication
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To Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the One who searches the souls and weighs the intent of every heart—

and to Yeshua HaMashiach, the righteous Judge, Redeemer, and Shepherd of all,

This work is offered in gratitude for Your mercy, guidance, and truth.

May every word written here glorify Your name, reflect Your justice, and inspire hearts to love, walk in righteousness, and refuse to harm others.
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Preface
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This book, Be Careful—If You Are Not a Witch: Love Your Neighbour, Walk in Justice, and Refuse to Harm Others, was not written to accuse, condemn, or stigmatize. The book is written as a call for moral clarity, justice, and mercy in a world where false accusations, exploitation, and twisted narratives have cost many lives for generations and continue to do so even today. Now and again, those who are weak, vulnerable, or simply misunderstood are branded as witches or enemies when, in actuality, they are victims in need of love and compassion.

In these pages, we expose how witchcraft, as understood in the Bible, is not merely a matter of charms or spells but is revealed in deeper and often hidden forms: lies, misinformation, false accusations, exploitation of the poor, manipulation of laws, creation of chaos, trafficking of human beings, the worship of money, and even the misuse of religion. These are the modern chains that bind humanity. We confront the injustices of slave drivers and human traffickers, the deception of false prophets, and the greed that drives pandemics, corruption, and oppression. Yet, in the midst of these challenges, we find hope in the promise of God's justice and mercy.

We also address delicate but vital matters. Many people who have dementia or mental illnesses have been unfairly accused of witchcraft. This is a grievous sin before God. We must remember that most judgments are complex, which is why judgment is God’s exclusive monopoly—it belongs to the Lord alone, who sees the intent of every heart. Families, too, are under siege as the enemy attempts to overturn God’s order of love, respect, and responsibility between husbands, wives, children, and communities. When God’s design, which emphasises love, respect, and commitment, is replaced by distorted “rights” that contradict His Word, such as the right to exploit others for personal gain or the right to oppress those who are weaker, the result is confusion, rebellion, and destruction.

Yet this book is not written as a manifesto of despair, but as a call to hope. Scripture teaches: “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (Romans 12:18). Our call is to peace, not to be perpetrators of harm. However, peace does not mean passive surrender to evil. When the innocent are attacked, we are called to stand up—as Abraham did for Lot, as David did in Ziklag, and as Israel does today in defending its people. Justice is part of love, and protection is part of peace.

Ultimately, this book is about God’s heart. It reminds us that all people and all creation belong to Him; He is the Judge of every motive. His Son, Yeshua HaMashiach, mandates us to love our neighbour. While standing firmly against evil. It must sink into our minds that if we fail to love, we become perpetrators of harm. If we fail to resist evil, we become enablers of it. It demands a careful balance since most of these scenarios are delicate, but it is the way of truth that goes by the narrow door. This balance is not easy, but it is the path we are called to walk.

My prayer is that as you read, you will pause to examine your own heart, see the world through God’s justice and compassion, and refuse to partake in harm. Let every page stir us to repentance, healing, and a commitment to live as sons and daughters of the Almighty God—our Judge, our Redeemer, and our Peace.

— Israel Simelane
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Part I: The Danger of Judging Without Love
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Chapter 1: The Plank and the Speck
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“You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.”

— Matthew 7:5

The Weight of Judgment

The words of Jesus in Matthew 7:5 cut sharply across the human tendency to point out others' faults. We are often quick to notice the weaknesses of others, yet we are slow to confront the greater flaws within ourselves. The Lord’s warning is not a prohibition against correction—it is a command to correct rightly and justly, beginning with thorough self-examination and humility in approaching others in situations. This self-examination is not a one-time event, but a continuous process of growth and fine-tuning.

When a person hastily attempts to rebuke another without first submitting themselves to the refining work of God, their correction becomes offside. Such rebuke, instead of healing, wounds; instead of guiding, it misleads. The plank and the speck imagery remind us that the greater burden rests upon the one who assumes the role of corrector than upon the offender. When one steps into the space of judgment, one ventures onto dangerous grounds, for one must be sure that one's vision is clear and unobstructed.

The Greater Burden on the Corrector

The Scriptures hold teachers, leaders, and correctors to a higher standard. James 3:1 warns, “Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” When we set ourselves to guide, we invite a greater level of scrutiny from God.

The offender may stumble in ignorance or weakness, but the corrector chooses to place themselves above another with the claim of clearer sight. If that claim is false, the burden of guilt multiplies. The plank represents not just hypocrisy but blindness—the inability to see reality because pride and self-righteousness obscure the vision.

Therefore, before lifting a finger to highlight another’s error, one must bow the knee before God and allow His Spirit to search the heart. Correction without self-purification becomes an act of witchcraft—control, manipulation, and condemnation disguised as holiness.

Illustration: The Man with Many Buttocks

An old tale tells of a man whose body grew not one but many buttocks. Everywhere he turned, he carried a burden of embarrassment, shame, and discomfort. Others could not understand how to deal with him. Yet others mocked, while others avoided him, and others attempted to diagnose and correct his condition. But the more they tried to resolve his state, the more byzantine the matter became.

The strange and afflicting condition of this man illustrates a simple truth: some faults are too complex for humans to judge or comprehend. What appears to be a plain and obvious flaw from a distance may be intricately entwined with layers of struggle, history, trauma, or hidden causes that only God, the creator, can fully discern. Such conditions have caused many to stumble. Matthew 11:6 exhorts, “Blessed is the one who does not fall away on account of Me.”

Rushing into judgment risks compounding shame rather than alleviating it. We may believe we are dealing with a speck when, in reality, we are facing an affliction that only the Creator understands. In such cases, our role is not to sit as judges, but to stand as intercessors.

Correcting with Humility and Mercy

Correction is not forbidden, but it must be carried out in the spirit of Christ. Galatians 6:1 exhorts: “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.”

This verse outlines the posture of accurate correction:


	
Live by the Spirit – Only those walking in step with God’s Spirit can correct with clarity and purity. Fleshly correction always wounds.

	
Restore gently – The goal is restoration, not humiliation. Correction must heal the wound, not deepen it.

	
Watch yourself – Every act of correction carries the danger of pride. The corrector must guard their own heart lest they fall into the same or even greater error.



Practical humility requires us to:


	
Ask questions before accusing – Seek understanding rather than assuming to stay clear of being in contempt.


	
Acknowledge your flaws – Begin with a confession of your own defects, and do not jump into condemnation.


	
Speak with patience – Give room for repentance rather than demanding instant change.


	
Pray before confronting – Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare both your heart and the heart of the other person.


	
Leave space for God’s judgment – Remember that some matters belong to Him alone.




When correction flows from humility, it does not carry the sting of witchcraft but the fragrance of Christ. It draws the offender toward grace, not away from it.

A Closing Reflection

The plank and the speck are not religious images of hypocrisy; they are a divine warning about the weight and approach to judgment. Correcting without humility makes the supposed helper become the very witch they claim to oppose. They become those who harm under the guise of righteousness. But loving our neighbour, walking in justice, and refusing to harm others requires that we first confront our own planks.

Only when our eyes are cleared by repentance and our hands are guided by mercy can we gently and rightly help another with their speck.
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Chapter 2: Rejoicing at Another’s Fall—A Witch’s Attitude
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“Whoever mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished.”

— Proverbs 17:5

“Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when they stumble, do not let your heart rejoice, or the Lord will see and disapprove and turn his wrath away from them.”

— Proverbs 24:17–18

The Subtle Sin of Gloating

Few things reveal the actual state of a heart more than its reaction to the misfortune of others. When an enemy stumbles, when a rival fails, or when someone who once mocked us experiences loss, the temptation to secretly rejoice can feel justified. After all, we reason, “They deserved it.”

But Scripture gives a sharp rebuke to this attitude. God does not permit His children to find joy in the downfall of others—even enemies. To rejoice at another’s pain is to place ourselves in the seat of the accuser, aligning not with the Spirit of Christ but with the cruelty of witchcraft.

The witch’s heart delights in harm. It feeds on the suffering of others and considers misfortune a form of power. When we secretly celebrate the calamity of those who opposed us, we act in the same spirit.

The Alternative: Blessing Instead of Cursing

Jesus’ words stand in radical contrast to human instincts:

“But to you who are listening, I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”

— Luke 6:27–28

To love an enemy is not natural; it is a supernatural act. It is the evidence of God’s Spirit at work in the heart. When others curse, we are commanded to bless. When they harm, we are instructed to pray.

This is not weakness—it is strength. To bless an enemy is to refuse participation in the cycle of vengeance. It is to leave judgment in the hands of God while demonstrating that our hearts are ruled by mercy, not malice.

Why Rejoicing in Misfortune Is Witchcraft-like Cruelty

Witchcraft, at its core, is not simply spells or rituals—it is the perversion of power to harm. It thrives on control, manipulation, and destruction. In the same way, rejoicing in another’s fall reveals a dark delight in harm that mirrors the witch’s cruelty.

When we gloat, several things happen:


	
We mock God as Creator – To laugh at the downfall of another is to insult the One who made them in His image (Proverbs 17:5).

	
We corrupt our hearts – Instead of growing in compassion, we harden ourselves to human suffering.
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