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Walking out from the Judge’s dressing room and into the office in Chambers, while he adjusts his tie, Gavin finds himself humming. It’s the theme music from the French movie he and his wife had watched on TV the night before. When he’d seen from the credits it had been Ravel’s Trio for piano, violin, and cello, he’d kicked himself for not having picked it. He’s always secretly taken some pride in being a bit of a music buff.

Gavin is a tallish, neat, and willowy man in his middle fifties. He’s blessed with a thick head of naturally blond hair, which he wears pushed up and back. In another galaxy, it could almost be described as an old rocker’s quiff –although Gavin would undoubtedly find that offensive. He’s always viewed himself as a small ‘l’ liberal, a touch artistic, but genuinely concerned and socially aware. 

Despite this generous, private self-assessment, there is something about Gavin’s appearance and demeanor that seems to undermine that notion. There is a certain fastidiousness about him. Today, for instance, he’s wearing a beautifully cut, sober grey suit, a light blue shirt with silver cufflinks and an antique Girard-Perregaux watch. All this plus an upper-crust old money accent, oozing with self-confidence and privilege –and there you have Gavin.

Right down to his immaculately clean and shiny black, lace-up Russell & Bromley shoes, nothing about him ever seems to be out of place. However, is it possible that he could come across as a touch more elitist and establishment than he might have liked? Possibly, but then again, Gavin’s entire demeanor still always manages to suggest that everything in his world is exactly the way he wants it.

––––––––
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After they’d turned off the TV the previous evening, he and his wife had begun discussing Ravel. They’d drifted into a silly mock argument concerning the existence of the word ‘ravel’ that would presumably have been the opposite of ‘unravel’. But then, of course, as she pointed out, the stress would be on the ‘a’ as opposed to the way it was with Ravel, the composer.

Gavin had wondered whether there was such a word as “ravel” in English.

His wife Kate had been certain that it existed. But then Gavin had claimed, with some justification, that as he personally had never heard anybody say ‘ravel’ in his entire life, it probably didn’t.

At this point, his wife had been forced to admit that she hadn’t either, but she still insisted there was one. And then, of course, when they’d looked it up, she’d been right, as she usually was.

Thinking about the incident again makes him smile about his ongoing intellectual sword fights with Kate. And that only makes Gavin give thanks once more that he’s so lucky to have been blessed with such a smart wife.

––––––––
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Josie, his secretary, is putting a tied-up bundle of two or three fat legal files into his ‘In’ tray. She pats them and wishes him good luck, making her way towards the door. But as she reaches it, her memory kicks in and she turns back and points to the desk.

‘Oh, I’m terribly sorry, Judge. I forgot to tell you before. Ken took a message for you. Apparently, you were supposed to call your daughter when you finished Court for the day. There’s a mobile number on the pad.’
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